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CHAPTER I
THE RICHT PERSPECTIVE

The Protestant movement todsy is on triml, The
Protestant Reformation has gpawned a veritable babylea
of hundreds of differing denominations., They vary in faith
and practice all the way from fundamentalist Quekers to
modern Congregaticnalists, from primitive iethedists to
Christisn Scientists, from cmervative Lutherans to
Yormons, Seventh Day Adventists and Jehovah ‘ﬁitnesses -
¥ith hundreds of shedings In between.

Jor w@a@z.wz
oty ,,_Q,(g ot
VWM-.A?—'C%

That is the real basls of the emtgsw A
throughout the world today? why did thelr early leasders
r;evolt against the authority of the Roman Catholic Church?
To what extent are they Aresponsible for today's "divided
Christendom"?

Did the Protestant reformers succeed in attalning
thelr stated goels? ibre importont, 4id they succeed in
recapturing the falth and bellef of Jesus and the inspired
New Testarent Church? For the rezl guestlion is shether the
Protestant reformers and their successcors have succeeded
in returaing to the "falth once delivered.®



These questions are yitsl. Lhny of us have been
reared from chiléhood in one of the many dencminations
cr sects stemming from the Protestant Reformation, W
assumed -- 28 gvery child does —- that whal we were taught
ws altogether true, ’

0f course, we were, however, all taught different
things!

e are told in Scripture to "prove all things; held
fast that which 15 good® (I Thes. 5:21)., The purpese of
this thesis, then, is an objective examination of the real
factors underlying the Protestant Reforrmtion. Ve will
geek 0 find out yy the early reformwers rebelled agalnst
the Romen Catholic system and mhy the varicus Protestant
bodies tock shape as they did. Uslng the impartisl fmcts
of history, = will compare, in principle, the ieschines,
pethods and actlions of the Protestant reformers with the
Bible wmnich they professed to £ollow. |

Reglizing the current trend towerd mcdernism ard
rejection of the Bible as an inspired authority, lst us
simply state tiet this thesis is written from the point
of view Wtalist, literal understanding of the
Bible. This Inspired revelation from Cod will be the
criteris of truth.

€ e
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For those readers vho may be modernists or "higher
critics,” e wlll simply ask: Have you really proved
vhether or not the Bible 13 superraturally inspired? A
good way to disprove it would be to present conclusive
evidence that the scores of prophecies which proncunce
specific Judgrents con the mejor cities and nations of the
ancient world have not come to pess, Unfortunately, for
your cause, oo one has been sble to ¢o this,

Another test would be to take CGod at His word,
gurrender to obey His will, exd then in ‘mal faith and
carpest, belleving prayer clsirm one of the many specific
promises given in the Bible and ges vhether or not 2
mirecle=working Cod stands beck of His vord,

leturelly, the Xodernist hes not done thet. He has  ©~
falled to prove that the Bible is not inspived. So it
my be well to remind ocurselves that it is intellectual
hypocrisy to scoff and ridicule something when there is

no preef to the contrary,

Therefore, we will employ the Boly 2ible as the over-
all spiritual "yerdstick" agalnst which we will msssure the
Protestant Reforcation.

" Also0, wo shall quote the statements of the reformers



themselves aboyt what they intended to do. We will

exanmine the historical record to see mhat they sctuglly

did do. Then we will consider gtatements of their

Protestant descendants, end let them help pass judgment
ca the ultimete results of the Reformaticn.

wémlemimtmmllmmyingotmmgwm,
the Protestant theologian: The Elble, the whole Eible,
and nothing but the Bible, 1z the religion of Frotestants,”

Chillingworth, ¥,"). In their comstant affirmation of

the scriptures as "the inspired rule of faith and prectice”
(Scharg-Herzog, ert. "Bible"), the Protestant leadsrs have
committed themselves to follow the religion of Jesus Christ
and His epostles in all respects,

The Luthersns, in their Tergru Book of 1576, declare
that "the gply stepderd by which all dogms and all teecters
must be valued end judged is no other then the prophetic
and apestolic writings of the C€1d and of the MNew

Testaments" (T. #. Lindsey, A Hlstory of the Peformation,
Do 467).

The average Frotestant of today usually accepts these



8
statements at facse value, and assumes that they must be at
least very cloge to the truth. We would asik: ¥as this
actirlly true during the course of the Protestant
Refoermatlon? Is 1t true now?

It 1s well to remember also that 1n his writings and Sl o
teachings, John Knox, ameng other lending reformers, ol ety
acknowledgedy "that all worshipping, honouring, or service
of God invented by the btrein of ren in the religicn of Cod
without His owm express commendment 1s idolatry.” EHe then
adds force and peintedness to his statement by saying thatg—

"1t shall nothing excuse you to say, we trust not in idols,

for' s0 will every 1dclater allege; but if either you or

they in God?s honocur 4o anything contrery to God's ¥word,

yoeu show yourself to put your trust in somewhet else

vesides God, End so are idolaters. (lark, brethrem, that o
rany maketh an idol of their own wisdom or phantasy mcre}

trusting to that which they think gaod nor unto
(Hastle's, The Theolozy of the Reformed Church, p. 50).

e
< I

Ynox's werning against false "service of Cod invented
by the brain of ran" is certainly parzllel to Jesus!?
condemmation of the "traditlcns of meu@{’}/(mrk 7:7-8), —
It is very lmportant that we understand this principle
before attempting to comprehend the real meaning of the



Protestant Reformation. For; as Solomon wlsely wrote:

"There is a ¥ fat gsempih rlsjt unto 2 zan, but the
emg”t/nm-ecr ere the jeve of desth” (Proverbs 14:12).

72 must not view the Reformaftion in the 1ight of
huran ideas and whet =ppears reasonsble to man, but in the
1izht of Chorist!s words: "ifn shell not llve by bresd
alome, but by every Word of Cod” (Luke 4:4). ¥e need to
consider also Jesus! w=ralng against human tradition, and
the fact that the reformsrs umderstocd this principle and
cleimed to pursue 2 course besed upen "the Bible only.”

Eag . Codls True Chupeh TReformed’?

Although it 1s & subject many Protestants &o not like
to discuss, to cerrectly gresp the algnificance of the
Reformtion we must t2ke ¢ne other very lmportant conside
eration intoc account, That 1s: ves the Protestant move=
rent 2 reformation of Godl!'s true churceh gone wong? IS,
then, the Romen Cathollc Chuwreh actuelly the misguilded
offspring of the church Jesus Christ s21d4 Be would build?

If not, ws the FProtestoent moverment simply en effort
of men to extricate themselves from a flse amd harsh
system which they admit is pagan and devilish in mmny of
its bellefs and practices? In thet case, mhere hed Gedls

-
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Irue chiupreh been in all the centurdes between the original
apcstles and the Protestant reformers?

Jesus Christ said: "I will build py churchs and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it® (imt, 18:18).
At the conclugion of His earthly minlstry, He commanded
His sposties: "Co ye therefore, am teach all matims,
beptizing them in the neme of the Father, amd of the Sen,
and of the Holy Spirit: geaching them to cheerve il thinss
elmy, even unto the end of the warla" (Met. 28:15-20).

At the start of the Refaroetion, shere ws the church
Jesus bullt, the church He promised, "I an with you —
alwey?® If it was the Romen Catholice Chureh, then the
Frotestants were simply »- as Cathollc historians clain =
revolting agalnst the Church of God on earth. '

in this case, much as they might wish to improve
conGltions githin the true church, they should have
remembered and obeyed the words of Christ uttered of the /w,;-"*:w‘w'fZ
Scribves and FPherisees =- the perverse but rightfully
constituted religlous leaders of His day: "All things
therefore whatsoever they shell say to you, ghserve and

—cenhidae

403 but according to their works do ye not" (let. 23:3).



But if the case be that the chwrceh of Rome 13 not

the church that Jesus built, then Rhv 414 got $he reformers
seek for snd undte with thel church mhich had pever
zerticioated in the pasenism of Roge mor beem contaminated

by her false docctripe an influerce, the church which

Jesus promised to be with untll the end of the age, the ‘
church of shich Ee 1s the living Head? (Eph. 1:23)0) my = @

StaTt FANY reY churches if wat cpe e church w@s still
in existence?

Or was 1t pecessary caly to purify the faith and
mlsor‘mose Jpdividimias who would be ®llling to coe
cut of 2 corrupted Romen system?

These questions dermpd an answer! A3 we shall later
see, meny Protestant leaders - knowing and dbelieving that
Rome 1s their true source - seek to vindicate ber claim
&3 the true body of Christ on eerth, Thls suppesition
peeds a careful examination,

Is the "mother” church at Rome the only historical
tesis of the Protestant plea of descent from Chyist and
His zpostles? Ve shall see,

Ve must welizgh any religicus denomination or moverent



in the bdalance of Christ's prophetic ssying: "Ye shell

knoy them by their fruits, Do men gather grapes of thernms,
or rigs of thistles? Even s0 every gocd tree bringeth forth
good frults dut & corrupt tree tringeth forth evil fruit”
(lmt, 7116-17).

The honest historian will be foresd to admit thet the
RBeformation brought in its wice an increased Interest In
ard knowledge of the Bidble by the common man, Algo, the
revival of learning and the arts inspired by the
Repalssance gpread most readily to the whole populace
of these rmtions which accepted Protestantlism, Admittedly,
the Protestant lands mintain a far higher level of
education then do Catholic netions. And, 1n llke rmnner,
they enjoy & much higher standard of uving; mterially
gpeaking,

But, again returning to the real root of the problem,
how do the gpiritel standerds of modern Protestants
compere with that of the imspired New Testament Church?

Eos a resl return to "epostolic Christianity”
ceewrred? Or does, of necessity, enother tremendous
Meleansing and purging’ religlous uphesval still lie in
the future?
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Spealcing to His diseiples of the Pharisees, the
religlous leaders of His day, Christ sald: "Svery plant,
shich oy heavenly Father hath not planted, sball be rooted
up” (ikt, 15:13). Are the "frults®, the pesulls, of the
Protestant Reformetion such as to show us that this
movenrent 28 planted Ly God and used for His glory?

The papose of the following chepters is to answer
the mny questions ralsed herein, We will get at the
rogk of these questions,

let us be reminded again at the outset that the
Protestant Reforzetion must be viewed by every honest
Christian in ths light of the ¢lear teachings end
examples of Christ and the apostles — "the Bidble axd
the Bible only,” shich Protestant leaders have clsimed to
be thelr "sole rule of faith anmd practice.”

If the Protestant f2ith be true, then v c&n Ireye
that it is so, Iut we must not gssupe, without proof,
that the doctrines, bellefs and rrsctices of modern
Protestantism constitute the religlen founded by Jesus
Carist, the Sca of Cod.

In this above all other matiers, v mst Xpow. We
mast be m. We must not be afrmid to ccapare Christ
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and His ¥%ord with what purports to be His Chwrch in our
8ge,.

This is a fair challenge.



CHAPIER II

T FROM THE APOSTLES T0 THE
EVE OF THE REFORMATION

All scholars agree that the Protestant reformers

. broke with the histoicel Gatholic Cmpreh.

Very few layrmen realize the history of degenerzcy and
the utter depravity to shich this dody had sunk befare the
call to reform w8 sounded. A realization of this fact,
and a grasgsp of the historical background of the Protestant
Refarmetion is most pecessery for its proper understamiing.

It i= widely recognized thet the yvigidle Chureh in
the early Roman empire completely changed many of the
bellefs amd mactices of Cirrist and the apcstles. Ve
peed to understand the mhwre of these changes to properly
evaluate the later Reformotion. And es we congider the
recerd of the Rozen system, we should ask cufselve: "Ig
this the history of Cod's true Chuxrch gone wrong?

A mystericus change transformed the life, dectrine
and worship of the visible church within f£ifty years after
the death of the originsl apcstles. Az Hurlbut cbhserves:



Tror fifty years after St. Poults 1ife a cmtaln hangs

over the chureh, through vhich w strive vainly te looks
and when at last 1t rises, about 120 A,D. with the writlings
of the earliest chixch-fatlers, w find 8 church I3 muy
gspects verw different from that in the days of St. Peter
Do 41},

This unustal transformmtion recalls the cminous words
of Faul: "rFor the tire will come vhen they will pot enfure
sound doctrine; but after thelr om lusts shall they hesp
to themselvez teachers, having ltching ears; And they shall
turn awey their ears from the truth, and shall be twrned
unto fablegs? - (II Timothy 4:3-¢). Peter, in hls second
epistle, had given a simlilar wmarning: "But there were false
prophets alsc among the people, even as there shall be
false teachers &mong you, w0 privily shall bring in
damneble heresles, even denylng the Lord that bought them,
and ring upcn themselves swift destruetion. And mny
shall follow thelr perniclous wayss by reascon of thon the
way of truth shall be evil spcken ofa%/ (IT reter 2:1-2).

In fact, by the time of the apostle Johnt's last
eplstle about A.D. S0, perversions of the true faith were
alreedy regpant end false teachers were grining the
- oscendancy within the visible church congregations. John



14
states that one Diotrophes 18 alresdy excommumicating those
who adhere to the truth, "neither doth he himself receive
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and gagteth

them cut of the ehuweh" (IIT John 9-10).

From the detached viewpoint of the secular historian,
Gibbon descrides this portion of church history: "A more |
relsncholy duty is lmposed cn the historian., He must
discover the inevitable mixture of errer and corruptlon
which she contracted in a long residencs upon earth, among
& weak and degemerate race of beings" (Declipe snd Fall,
vol. I, p. 380).

The visible Caristian sssemblies, subverted by false
teachers wlith worldly ambltions, begen to adopt the
practices and customs of the ancient pagans In place of
the inspired faith and practice of the apestolic church,
"Christianity began elready to wear the garbd of heathenism®
(vherey's Church Elstory, p. 29).

Ceremenies and rituals begen to replace the worship
cf God frem the heart until finally the whole of religion
wag made to consist of little else (®herey, p. 40). This,
of course, wes trug only of the visible chirch &s a whole.
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S c Apost etice

In spite of the apostaéy of the majority, there is
an abundance of historical evidence to indicate that a
mmber of Christisn socletles ~ some holding much of the .
truth, scme very little - continued to follow the desic
doctrines ard practices of the originel c¢hwrch right down
to the time of the Reformation. Gibbon speaks of the
plight of the principal imitators of the apostolic church,
called tre "Mazarenes", who, "had lsid the foundations of
the church, (but) soon found themselves overwhelmed by
the h_mreasing maltitudes, that from all the various
religions of Polythelsm enlisted under the banner of
Chrlst: apd the Gentlles, who, wlth the approbation of
their pecullar apostle, hed rejected the intolerable
weight of the Mosaic ceremonles, at length refnwd to their
more scrupulous brethren the same toleratlon which at
f£irst they had humbly solicited for their owmn practice”

(Declioe and Fall, vol. I, p. 387).

Thus we £ind that the gentile converts tegen bringing
~into the church the customs of their former heathen
religions, and an gitltude of contempt for those who

yould remain faithful to the example and practice of
Christ and the original epostles. No dcubt this very
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ettitude was the reason Diotrophes could "cast out”" the
true brethren with the spparent approval of the visidle

congregations.,

Since 1t is not the purposs of the preseat work to
traca ths history of the small body of dellievers who
remained faithful to the apcstelic faith and worshlp, and
since it is a common practice for dencminstional church
histerisns to distort or cast aspersiona upon the bellef
of this pecple, it may be well to include an admissicn by
Hurlbut of the difficulty In ascertalning the true bellefs
of these pecple, or, for that matter, of the actiel .
"neresies” of the time. BEe tells ust "yith regard to these Lt
sects and so=-called heresles, one difficulty in umder-
standing them arises from the fact that (except with the
Yontanists, and even there in large messure), their om
writings have perished; and we are dependent for our views
upon those who wrote against them, and were undoubtedly
prehxdiced. Suppose for example, tiat the ethodists es
a denomination had pessed cut of existence with 21l their
literature; and & thousand years afterverd, scholars should
attempt to ascertain their teachings ocut cof the books amd
pamphlets written ggalnst John Wesley in the eighteenth
century, whaet wrong conclusicons would be reached, end what
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a distorted portralt of Methodism would be presentedl”

Add to this scanty historical evidence the fact that
mny medern church historians write }fmm a denceinmational
viewpoint prejudicial to apestelic practices and bellefs,
and 1t is easy to percelve the inherent difficulty in
£inding the truth sbout such Christians in pest aged..
Hevertheless, even the testimony of enemies contains
abundant proof that an unbroken chaln of these falthful

bellevers hag exlsted untll this Cay. e

Althouzh, 28 we have seen, much ¢f the truth perished
from the lecal congregetions within fifty years after the
death of the apostles, the Roman Catholice Church 2s such
d4id not develop untll the fourth century. ZIRefore then,
there were many spllits and divisions within the visible
church, but the progress of literal 1dolatry wes stayed
because cf persecution by the Rooen state — ghich
rrevented mEny of the heathen from coming In and kept
the church pure to that extent.

But, even so, 1t ws minly & purity in error, for
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the theology cf the time had departed so far from the
teechings of Jesus and the apostles timt many doctrines
were now based upon the lidess of Plato and other pagan
thilesophers. Origen, cme of the great "chwrch :a;bers"
of this period, was an admirer of this philcsophy and
employed it in explaining the doctrines of the gospel.
This led him to the gllesorical method of interpreting
seripture (Wheresy, P. 48).

Dealing with this pericd, Gidbbon descrides for us
the gradual development of ®hat eventunlly became the
Roman Cathollic hierarchy, patterned efter the government
of irperial Rome, He states: ™he primitive Christians [
were dead to the business and pleasures of the world; but
thelr love of actlon, which could rever be entirely
extinguished, scon revived, and found a new cccupstiom in

the government of the church?® (De¢lipe and P, vol, I,
D. 419). ‘

Of the development of thls church governzent, he tells
us that 1t soon folloved the model of the rrovineis) syncds - ™77

RV P BT S A

== miting several churches in cne area under the leader=—
ship of the bishop of the church possessing the mest
rembers and uswally situated in the largest city (Gidbbon,
P. 413-415), With the conversion of Constantine to nominzl
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Christiand ty, the church government tegan to be modeled
mcre'nearly after the Roman state, ¥Wharey tells usi
"Under Constantine the Great, the church first became
connected with the state, and in 1ts goverpment mas
aecommedeted to such connection, upen princinies of state
policy” (Chureh History, p. 55).

The iIncreased vice and corruption ¢of the ministry is
related by Mosheim, who aptly describes the lust for power
which entered the heerts and mirds of the spiritual leaders
of this pericd: "The bishops hod ghepeful gusrrels among
themselves, respecting the boundaries of thelr sees and
the extent of their Jurisdiction; and vwhile they trampled
on the rights of the people and of the Inferior clergy,
they vied with the civil governors of the provineces In
lueury, errogance, and voluptucusness” (Institutes of
EZecleglasties] Historv, p. 131).

then Censtantine became sole emperor of the Roman
Empire in 323 A.D., within 8 year Christianity, at least
in name, wes recognized as the official religlon of the
empire. This recognition not only affected the government
of the church and the morals of its mi:;isters, but 1t hed
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g profound influence on the entire church axd its mepmber-
ship.

A1l persecution of the established chunrch ceased at
oncs and orever. The anclent day of the sun wes soon
proclaimed as a day of rest and warship. Heathen temples
vere consecrated as churches, Ministars scon became a
rrivileged clasa, above the law of the land,

Now everybody sought membership in the church,
fambiticus, worldly, umscrupulous men scught office in
the church for social and political influence” (Huribut,
Pe 79). Instead of Christianity influencing and
transforming the world, we gee the world dominating the
professing Christian church,

"The services of worship increased in splemdor, but
were less spiritel ard bearty than thecge of former times,
The forms and ceremenies of pazanlicm gradually crept into

- the worship. Some of the 0ld hegihen feagts became church

festivals with change of name and worship. About 405 AJD.
Jlreges of saints and martyrs began to appear in the churches
e (Hurlbut, p. 79).

The chwrch and state became gpne Integrated systen
when Christianity wes adopted as the religicn of the empire.
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The Romen Catholic system had begun, and Hmrlbut tells us
that, "the church gradually usurped power over the state,
and the result ws not Christlenity but & more or less
corrupt hlersrchy contreolling the vations of Eurcpe,
mikcing the church mainly a politicel mechine™ (The Story
P. 80).

Within two years after vhat was called Christlanity
became the official religlon of the Roven Empire, a new
capital wag choesen apd bullt by Constantine., He selected
the Creek city of Byzantium because its situation rendered
it relatively safe from the ravages of war which hed so
often plagued Rome, |

Soon after this, the division of the empire took
place ~-- with Constantine appointing assoclzte emperors
for the West., The division of the empirs mepzred the wmy
for the coming sSplit in the Catholie Church. This also
provided an easier reth to the exaltation of the Roman
bishop as he w&s not now overshadowed by the coperor.

Durdng this time, the established church ruled suprezs
-~ and any attempt to return to the apostollic falth would
have been severely punished es an offence ggainst the state
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mhe comzend was Issued that no one should write o spesk
againat the Christian (Catholic) religion, and a1l boeks
of its cpposers should be turned” (Burlbut, p. 85).

Thus we can seg that these who mey have held much
truth dwring this period were deprived of the means of
Preserving any record of thelr faith for futurs gereraticns,
This edict was effective in stamping out heresy, but it
wms also effective in stifling any guth which was held in
oppositim to Catholie doctrire,

As for the substance of that doctrine, ¥harsy tells
ust "The Theolpgy of this century began to be much
aduiterated and corrupted with superstition and heathen
philosophy. Hence are to be seen evident traces ot
excessive veneration for departed saints, of & bellief in
a state of pursatory for souls after death, of the celidbacy
of the clergy, of the yorship of Irespg end relles, ard
of many other cpinlons, which in process of tice almost
banished the true religicn, or et least very much obscured
and corrupted 1t? (Church Histere, p. 60). Thus we find
that 25 the Catholic church continued, superstitica,
hesthenisn and idclatry increcsed,

The development of paral power wes the cutstanding
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fect durdlng the ten ceaturdes of the :;_xiddle ages. The Pope
et Rome soon clalmed te be ruler, not only over the other

bishops, but over pations, kKings, and empercrs (Rurlbut,
p‘ 105) .

Gregory I (590-604) rade the chupoh the virtuel ruler
mthepmincearmﬁome.amnmshevmdmlm
tle deoctrine of porgetory, the adoration of imsges, and
tracsubstentiation., Fisher speaks of this periocd:
"Christrang originated in the Test (Rome), and from there
rassed over into the Eastern Chunch., iiny Christians still
took part in the heathen festival of lem Yegris" (Hlstory
of the Chrictian Church, p. 119).

Speaking of the doctrirel controversies vhich raged
through the church at this time, he says: "The interference
of the state in zatters of doctrine is a fact that calls
for particuler notice, In philosophy, Plato?s influence
ws still predominent: Augnstine, as well as rigen, w=s
stegped in the Platonic spirit" (Fisher, p. 121). Here is
& plaln statement that the philoscphieal teachings of such
hegthen thinkers as-FPlato distinctly Influenced the
éoctrinal positions of reay of the early "church fothers'!



The height of papal supremacy was attained under
Gregory VII, called Hildelrand, Under hils reign, we -2y gt~
behold the spectacle of the current empercr, Hemry IV, fn s B
in order to recelve absoclution from the popetls ben of
excommmication, "having 1aid asids all belongings of
royelty, with bare feet and clad in wool, continued for
three 4days to stand before the gates of the castls”
(Rribut, p. 111).

Another hizh point in the progress of papal authority
ses the reign of Innocent ITI, He declared in his (
ineugural discourse, "The successer of St. Peter stands
midway between God and mmnj below Cod, above man; Judge
of 811, judged of npone® (Famrldut, p. 112).

Soon efter this, however, followed the pericd nom
es the "Dabylonish Captivity" of the church (1305-1378).
Through political influence of the French king, the papacy
wag transferred from Rome to the south of France, at
Avigncn, The political and meral scendals of the pope
and clergy thfngmut this entire pericd wezkened the paral
Influence, end began to prepere ments mindzs for the later
attempts at reforoation (liosheim, p. 490).
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That there were mny geed end sincere wen in the Romen
church even during this period is not doubted, But the
coomlete departire of thelr ancestors from the doctrine
and ractice of Christ and the apostles, the substitution
in thelr place of heathen philesophizg and deoctrines, of
beathen chureh festiwls, fasts, images, rellcs and sundyy
other practices = 21l this would have made 1t well nlgh
impossible for most zen to grasp the simple truths of the
Blnle even 1f they hed desired to do s0. And, dug to the
prevalling ignorance end barbarism of the times, most of
the common mén and women weuld have been ungble to read the
scriptxe even 1f they had been mmde available, and they
had wished to éo so (Xosheim, p. 491).

Nevertheless, the constant sbuse of ec¢gleslessticel
guthority by an ignorant and ravenous clergy, the
continuing scandals of the papal court, and the
comprozising involvements of the popes and cerdingls
in temporel &g well as religious sffzirs -- all these
things 414 much to arcuse 8 Qquestioning spirlt In the
msses of people., |

At the ccnclusion of the "Eabylonish Captivity® in
1378, Pope Gregery XI, returned to Rome., 3ut 2t his deeth,
thiough politlcal rressure ard maneuver, IR0 popes mers
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elected by the cardinalsl The world then beheld the
spectacle of the nominal heads of Christendom hurling
mledictions, thrests, accusations and excommunicatlons
8t each other over a paricd of mny years.

Mosheim aptly describes this unhappy state of affairs:
*For, during fifty yeers the church had two oz tiree heads,
and the contemporary pontiffs assalled each other with
excommumications, mledictlons, and plots. The calamities
and distress of those times are indescribdable. For besides
the perpetuml contentions axd wers between the pontifieal
fectiong, which were rulncus to great numbers, involving
them in the loss of 1ife or of mroperty, nearly all sense
of rellgion was in meny places extinguished, and wickedness
daily scquired grester impunity and boldness; the clergy,
orevicusly corrupt, now lald aslde even the appesrance of
plety and godliress, while those mho called themeelves
Christis vicegerents were at open wer wlth each other;
end the conscientiocus people, who believed nc one could de
saved without 1iving in subjection to Christ's viear, were
thrown into the greatest perplexity end anxiety of mind"
(osheim, p. 498). ’

. Such was the provocetive state of "Christendos® on
the eve of the Reformetion. Well might men have asked
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themselves, "Is fhls the church that Jesus Cirlst bullt?”



CHAPTER III
PRECURSORS OF THE REFORMATION

History seems to provide scme strange dilemmes. One
of two altermatives i3 often assumed about the existence
~ of the true Church during ﬁne Midadls ages., One is that
the Chureh of God as 2 visible, orgabized bbdy of believers
had ceased to exist over a perilcd embracing hundreds of
years, The other 1s that the Romen Cathelle Chureh -
whose yiter derravity we have described in the preceding
chapter —— was the only legitimate descendent of the
Church Jesus Christ said He would build (at. 18:18).

However, reny historians are now beginning to reallze
that there were groups of bellevers in apostolic truth
scattered through almest every country of Europe prior to
the age of Luther (Mosheim, p. 885).

Long before the dawn of the Reformaetion proper, meny
of these different independent movements and religious
socletles asserted theswelves more strongly with the declie
cf papal influence and power. Some of these undoubtedly
contained rempants of bellevers in apestoliec truth, now
long languishing in an ohscurlty forced upon them by
pericdic persecutlions and ravishments.
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temples, and nelther found there any immges, or sign of

the ornaments belonging to the mss, or ceremonies of the
Romish Church, lirch less céuld they discover any of those
crimes with which they were charged, 3ut rather, that they
kept the Sabbath duly; caused their children to be baptized,
according to the primitive Church; taught them the articles
of the Christian faith, and thé comrendments of God. The
king, having heard the report of the saia commissioners,
sald, with an cath, that they were better men than himself

or his people.” (J. Paul Perrin, History of the Faldenges,
Book I, Chap. V).

Thus it 13 evident that puch knowledge of the "faith
once delivered” existed in the minds of many falthful men
and women throughout the mddle Ages. They were often
gétherad together in reliéious bodies for purpcses of

o

vorship. Though sometimes scattered and persecuted,; they
were, in actual fact, a Church vhich carried on in the
spirit, faith and practice of Christ and His apostles.

Ve need to conslder the fact that the knowledgs of

apostolic truth and practice vhich they held g avallsble

s el
to Luther and the other refamers if they had desired it, '/,.a'/ s

Setaed |

Besldes these scattered groups of believers thich had
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existed == independent of Rome - for hundreds of years,
there were many indlvidual leaders yithin the Romen
Church who became alarmed at the spirituzl decay ard
called for reform before the Reformation proper.

Ihe Fork of John Wyelll

One of the most notable reformers before the
Reformation was John ¥ycllf, born about 1324 in Yorkshire,
England. He is commonly called "the morning star of the
Reformation.®

A.t Oxford, he rose to scholarly ‘distinction and
eventually became a doctor of theology, helding severzl
honorable positions at the university. He soon became a

leader among those attempting to combat a2 number of glering
abuses of the clergy. -

Wéli.f attacked the mendicant friars, the system of
monasticlsm, and eventirlly opposed the authoarity of the
pope in England. He also wrote agzinst the doctrine cf
transubstantistion and advecated a mere simple chmrdn
service, acexding %0 the New Testament patiern.

Ee taught that the scriptures are the only law of the
church., Yet, he 4id not utterly reject the papacy, but



only what he regarded as 1%s abuse (®alker, p. 299).

The inccmpetence of the clergy led him to gsend forth
preachers, his "peor priests,” wndering two by two through
out the country - to labor wherever there was need. Their
sucéess ves great because there was already & great resentw
ment of foreign papal taxation and a longing to return to
a more Biblical falth.

Although he never fully developed his doctrine, and
wms very much enmeshed from dbirth with the Roman Catholic
concepts of his time, Tyclif clearly perceived the need to
restore cbedience to the ten commandments. He mever
employed the characteristic devices of the later reformers
in evading this apestolic deoctrine, The learned historisn,

Neander, describes this frank appreach. He states that cne

of Wyclifts rirst works as & reformer "wos a detziled
exposgitlion of the Ten Commandrents, in which he contrasted

the immeral 1life prevalent among all ranks, in his time,

with what these cormandments require. We should undoubtedy
Keep in win? vhet he tells himself, thet he was led to do
this by the ignorence vhich mest pecple betrayed of the
decalogue; and that it w=s his design to counteract a
tendency whilch showed greater concern for the opinicns of
men than the law of God, But at the same time we cannot
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fail to percelve an inclination to adopt in whole the 0ld
Testament form of the law, which shows itself in his
applying the law of the Sabbath to the Christlian observence

of Sunday.” (Neander, Gepersl Hlstory of the Christian
Relizion, Vol. IX, Part I, p. 200-201.)

It s perhaps unfortunate that ¥Wyclif left no
follower of conspicuous abllity to carry on his work in
England. But his translation of the Bible into the
English langmage, completed between 1382 and 1384, rendered
a great and lasting benefit to his contemporaries. "The
greatest service which he did the English people ws his
transiation of the Blble, and his open defence of their
right to read the Seriptures in their own tongue® (Fisher,
Ps 274).

Although his opiniocns were condemned by the Roman
hierarchy, attempts to imprison him proved ineffectuml
because of his friends and followers, and he wes allowed
to retire to his parish at Luttarwzorth, where he died a
matural death. With his death the political significence
of the Lollard movement, as 1t was popularly called, came
to an end., Mainly in secret, some ¢of his followers
remained active until the Reformation.
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But his witings and teachings mmad gone abread, and,
as welker states: "Syclif!s chief influence w8 to be in
Bohemia rather than in the land of his birth" (A _History

of the Christian Chureh, p. 201).
Ine Husglte Revival

wyclif's views found a more ready acceptance in
Bohemia than they hed in England., This was almost
altogether due to the efforts of John Huss.

Huss was born in Bohemia in 1369, anl w&s an ardent
student of Tyclif's writings and preached most of his
doctrines, especially those directed against papal
encrecachments, AS rector of the University of Prague,
Auss early held a commanding Influence In Bohemia,

At first he apparently hoped to refam the church
from within, and had the cenfidence of his ecclesiastical
superiors. But as & preacher he denounced the prevaliling
sins of the clergy with great zeal, and began to &rouse
suspicién. ¥hen he was &ppointed to Investigate some of
the alleged mirscles of the church, he ended up preonouncing
them sﬁurious and told his followers to qult looking feor
signs and wonders and to search the scriptures instead,



At last, "his impassioned condemmaticn of the
iniquitous sale of indulgences called down upen him the
pepal excommunication® (Fisher, p. 2’75); He was then per-
suaded by the sympathetic king to go into exile. But,
unfortunately, he later agreed to appear before the Couneil
of Constance after having received a pledge of safe conduct
from the empercr. BHe defended hls teachings 83 in accard
with seripture, but he sas condemmed by the council and
delivered over to the civil power for execution. This
pethod was alwmys used S0 as to preserve the "lnnocency"
of the Romen church in such matters.

The empercr's "safe conduct™ pledge was broken upon
the Catholic principle that "faith was not to be kept with
heretics® (Hurlbut, p. 143). The cruel sentence passed
upon Huss was that he w3 to be burned at the stake, His
courzgeous death, and that a year later of Jerome of
Prague, vho shared his refoming spirit and idesls, aroused
the reforming element in Boherla amd influenced his |
countrymen for mEny years %o come (Fisher, p. R76) .

g Y

About 1452 ws3 bornm at Florence, Italy, 2 man who
ws to chellenge the papal corruptions in its own territory.
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This man was Jerome Savonarcla, who had become so dlsgusted
with the wickedness and debauchery azbout him that he became
a menk of the Dominican corder partly in order to escape
the evils all around hinm, |

He preached violently agrinst the ecclesiasticsl,
sccial, and political evils of his day - sparing no age,
sex, or conditlicn of men. At first the city would not
listen, but later filled the cathedral to overflowing,

He no longer used reagcnings in his sermons, but preached
in the nsme of the Most High (Fisher, p. 276).

For a time he effected a seseming reformatlon of the
city, and became for a short time the virtual political
and religlous ruler of the city of Florence., But his
political policy made him bitter eremies, among them the
pope, Alexander VI, Refusing to keep @?&nc&
Savonarocla was soon excormmunicated, selzed, and imprisoned.
After a prejudicizl trizl, he ves hanged, then burmed, anad
his ashes were thrown Into the Arno viver,

Bistorians agree that -Savonarclals Iinterests lay rnuch
less in doctrimal reforms than In the purification of
morals. This vwas to be sccomplished within the male of
the Romen Church. And we ra2y note that, to a great extent,
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this was the case also with Wyclif and Huss, All three
had been reared Catholles in falith, practice and cutlook.
¥ith the possible exception of Wyclif, all died as
Catholics in aci:ual fact -— even though they sought a
reformmtion githin that bedy.

Thus 1% 13 evident that no ordinary man, be he ever.
so gble and zealous, would have been able to bring about
& purification of the spiritual depravity of the Romen
Catholic Church as & whole. AS & result of the progress
of papal power, the pope and his irmmediate court were the
only cnes mho could dc this.

Bat the involvements of the iniguitous system were so
great, the selling of eccleslastiecal posts so rampant, the
temptations to capitalize on the sale of irndulgences and
other church revenue so abundant, thaet even & sincere
reformer within the papel court weuld have found his lot
a hopeless cne. "¥hen men had sunk their whole fortune
in buying a lucrative pest which had been put up for
auction, would it not be monstrous to abolish all such
posts? And there was no money with which to mmke
compensation. ¥Then leo X diad, the Papacy was not only
in debt, but benicrupt. A refaming Pope had no chance of
syccess, LEvery door was barred, znd every wvheel mas
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Jammed" (Plummer, The Contipents] Reformation, p. 15).

Yet thrcughout the natlcons of Eurcpe, there were many
political, scoelal, and eccncmic abugses that crisd out for
reform -~ not to speak of the overwhelming religious
abuses, One 7y or another, as we shall soon see, some
sort of universal upheaval was msc;.mhly destined to
rock the outward ccxnpla.cezmy a: that time.

/“N\/ LG fre
- Buty a3 we have seen, the very mn who trisd to

reform this corrupt system were so. thoroughly Indoctrinated
with the teachings of Rome that it was most difficult to
break completely away., ¥e need t¢ bear in mind that these
men, and Luther, Zwingll, Calvin aml their.assoclates, had
&ll been rearszd from childhoeod in Roman Catholle doctrine
and practice, They had been taught nothing else, and since
there were practically no religious‘books or Bibles availl=-
able in the common tongues they kmew of little else than
the Rormn Catholic fmith, ceremonies, rituals and traditions.

Therefcre, 1t was well nigh lmpossible for them to
cbjectively compare the rellgious systen they hed 'been
rezred in with the bellefs and practices of Jesus Christ
ané the inspired New Testament Church.

However, from a spiritual point of view, the resl
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question of the hour was not whether there would be gomg
kind of refcrration, but whether there would be & retum
to the "raith cnce delivered." A return to genuine

gpostolle Chrigtienity was sorely needed. A return to

the true zpspel, the fulih and practice of Christ and the
apcstolic church would have ushered In 2 new era of

rightesousness and worshlp, of peace and of Joy.

%23 such a frue refarmation fartheming? This is
the question that should burn itsel? into the minds and
hearts of all thinking men, because the finsl answer to
this question will determine - t0 3 great extent - the
real meanlnz of the réugious division and confusion of
our tinme.
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CHAPTER IV

IIMEDIATE CAUSES OF THE
REFORRATION
iany modern Protestants have assumed tint the
Reforzation was purely a relizious movement. They see
visions of multitudes of sincere men thrcughout Cermany
and Zurcpe wholeheartedly seeking a return to apostolic
falth and practice.

But this 18 not a true pleture.

It 1s en historical fact that there were mny selfish '
and meterialistic reasons (my the Reforration took place A't/éfviwv
when and how it d1d, ) ibny of them were eatirely divoreed
from a pure reliziocus motive. '

There 13 no doudbt that political, intsllectual end
firancinl consideraticns played & prominent pert in
bringing about the Reforratiem of the sixteenth century.

A viging sense of paticnallsm caused men to feel that, as
Germans, Frenchmen or Englishren, they hod common Interests
ageinst a8ll forelignoers, even the pope himself.

As the clties of Eurcpe grew in size and influence,
the increesed intelligence, wealth, a2nd politlicel influence
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of the middle class prepared them to play a decislive role
in the coming upheaval. They begen to grow restive under
the constant scclsaiastical interference in temporel
afrairs (walker, p. 289).

Coupled with this natlional feeling, the growth of
absolutlism had rede the various rulers feel mme
independent of the See of Rome, and they often attempted
to secure unfettered control of ecclesizstical appointzents
within their realms, This wes the beginning of a tendency
which later culmirated in state-controlled churches in reny
lends,

The merked friendshlp between the popes and the kings
of France during the Avignon pericd geve rise to & general
suspicicn of paral motives in other mticms., This scandgl

was heightened by the increase in papal taxmtion during LS

Italy without diminlshing the luxury or expsnsiveness of
the papal court® (Walker, p. 292, 296).

lany complaints were volced, not only by individusls,
but by the most powerful kings and by whole natlions against
the imperious domination of the popes, the frauds, viclence,
sverice and injustice of Rome., The insclence and tyrannsr
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of the papal legates, the crimeg, ignomrance and moral
depravity of priests and monks mede men everywhers wish
for & reformation of the church "in its head ard members®
(Xosheim, p. 559).

Acting in concert with 211 these forees waa that
TerRrimble movement known as the Renpalssance, or the
awmkening of Barope to a new interest In sclence, litera-
ture ant ert. It w3 a movement that brought the change
froo medleval to modern idesls, culture, and methods of
thought.

If v would understend the reformation that fellowed,
we must £irst examine the interplay amd ection of each of
these fectors which played such 2n important pert in its
direction and final cutcome,

cal a 4 ge

As we have seen, the papal power reacted its height

N Ak,

under,‘mldebrand (10‘73-1085), o, even mcre than his

predecessars, aired at the camplets subcrdinaticn of the,/'.%-f;, S,

_gmpire‘"to the Romen curch. The prosecuticn of this
entermrise caused a protracted strugsle for power between
the papacy and the empire. In this strugsle, the popes had



great advantages over tha empercrs - wiose actuzl
dominlons were far from being coextensive with the ares
dominated by the chinch. Ope very effective support was
found in the disposition of the German princes themselves
toputcheé&supanmapcwerofmeempem. And in the
crusades, the popes Bd the opportunity to direct the
religions eathusizsm of the common pecple in all nations
(Fiober, Ihe Reformation, p. 26-28).

Eventuslly, the papsey ws triurphant in this struggle
and the penitent Emperor, Hemry IV., was forced to humble
himself before Pope Hildebrand In carder to reiain the
gllegiance of his subjecta. Thus, we behold the spectacle

of the chureh ruling over the state, enl dlctating its
will to the Rumen emperors.

Indeed, the church had long dominated the empire to
some extent, but never so caupletely. "iIn the elghteen
vears (1198-1216) in which Innocent III, reigned, the
raral institution shene forth in £ull splendor, The
enfercenent of celibacy had placed the entire body of the
clergy In 2 closer relation to the soverelism pontiff, The
Viecar of Peter had become the Viesy of Cod and of Christ...
The king wes to the Pope as the mocn to the sun == z2 lower
luninery shining with borrowed light® (Fisher, Ihe



- Beforgetion, pe 29). -

Thus we seg that the pores were meking themselves

out to be God on earth. They taught Cirist wes setting
up His millennizal reign on earth fhroush them.

However, before this papal power could loag be

. exercised, 1t became evident that there were new forces

rising in Baope t0 challenge its supreracy, In many
lznds, the patriotism of the pecople was resulting in an
unwillingness to subsit to forelzn demination over thelr
omm nationsl churches and a reluctance to my "Peter's
pence" for the camstruction of megnificent eathedrels in
Reme (Burlbut, p. 151).

In the éxercise of its political end finaneial pewer,
the Catholic Church ws riding for a fz1l. The popes
seemed to have an Insatizble craving for money. This
wezlth was not only used to further .their quest of
voluptuous and easy Uving, but to purcmse frisnds &rd
noyer. The Romen pontiffs were able to extract this money
from thelr unvary subjects by varlous mmans concealed
under the appearance of religlon.

¥osheln describes this sbuse of power: "Among these
artifices, what were called indulgences -~ that is, liberty
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to buy off the punishments of their sing by contributing

mopey to plous users -- held 2 distingulshed place, Amd
to these recourse wes hed as often as the papal tressury
became exhausted, to the immense injry of the public
interests., Under some plausible dut for the most part
false mretext, the lgnorant ané timorous peeple were
beguiled with the prospect of great advantage by the
bewkers of indulgences, who were in geperal tasze &m

rrofiigate charzcters® (Egel, History, p. 580).

These scandals provided a very adequats reason in
the eyes of many CGermmn princes, for imgtance, to throw
off the papal yoke = whaether by "reform” or revolt = in
order to free themselves from papal taxation and intere
ferenca, and to seize the wealth of the churches aml
monasteries, Luther's lster attack on the papal fimancial
policy and texation instantly made Rima champion of the
German middle class and, indirectly, of all his countrymen,
who had long harbored feelings of resentment tomard the
erafty and easy-living Itallens,

In Englard, relatively the same situation prevailed.
King Henry VIII had squandered mest of the royel treeswry
inherited from his more astute father., Al the same time,
there w3 growing dlscontent among the nohles in partlcular
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with regerd to excessive papal texation, and the ebundant
wealth of the monastic orders wuld be prize pickings if
the pepel autherity were cast off. It 13 significant that
one of Henryts first actions after having himself recognized
as the "supreme he2d of the Church and clergy of Englang”
vas to order the confiscatlon of the wealth of the church,
particalarly that of the monastice orders.

Threugn royel negligence apd extreveganee, there
arpse o cless of cherere In the momegtlc loot whose vested
Interests lay in continued separzticn from the chureh of
Fome. This faction wes a powerful gusrantee ageinst any
later movements for reconcllistion with the pepecy. (Tolker,

In view of these reny temptations, and the netlcmml-
lstic tendency alresdy undermay, it shoulé hove been the
rrimary interest of the popes to reconclle the pelitienl
ard fincpeinl cbjecticons of the varicus paticps. Iut such
vas pot the case.

thile the papzcy should have been doing everything
peesible to eveld eggraveting the peoples of Iurope with
1tz ruthless finsnclal policy, 1t ¢i¢ Just the opposite.
In order to enrich thelr om relatives or to sirengthen the
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states of the Church, the popes often applled the wealth
they recelved from Indulgences and the sale of chireh
offices,

Pisher describes the wmretched cheracter of some of
these popes: "Immocent VIII., besides advancing the
fortunes of seven illegitimta children, and weging two
wars with Kaples, recsived an anmal tribute from the
Sultan for detaining his brother and rivel in prison,
Instead of sending him to lead & force agalpst the Turi,
the ememies of Christendom. Alexander VI., vhose wickedness
brings to mind the dark days of the Papacy in the tenth
century, cccupied himself In bullding up a principality for
his favorite son, that monster of depravity, Caesar EBorgls,
and in ammssing treasures, by base and cruel means, fa the
support of the licentious Roman Court. He is seid to have
died of the polscn which he czused to be prepered for a
rich cardiml, who brided the head cock to set it befare

the Pope himself.” (Jhe Reformeticn, p. 44-45).

Thug, it 1is evident that when the reformers begen
thelr pleas for a bresk with the papel authority, the wide
response was often not so mich from sincere religicus
motives 88 from the practical amd petursl desire of reny
to approrriate to themselves the political and financial
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revards hitherto withheld or controlled by the Roran
chipech.,

Ancther impcrtant factor in preparing the way for the
Reformatlion vas the revival of learning, lterature and
art called the Remalssance, The leaders of this movenent
were not usually rriests or monmks, bubl layeen., It opened
as a literary mcvement and wes not yet openly antie-
religious, but only skeptical and ingulring., It ws
greatly aided by the invention of printing in 1455, by
Cuttenberg. For the first time books could now be
disseminated by the thousands, amd it is significant tiat
the first book printed w2s the Bihle,

The Remaissance stimuilsted patriotism and served to
inspire the production of 2 nationnl literaturs., It
encoureged independence in thought and reticmal policies,
and 1cd to the development of the modern Buopean
raticnalistic concepis a8 we know them. As strong
national govermments erocse, this npaturelly tended to curd
the suthority of shot hed been regerded as the universzal
church, The influence of the pope am clergy besame more
end mere limited to the religious sphere, and the
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diplomatic policy of each mation pursued a nore independent
course,

Increased interest in the pagan classics exerted a
marked influence upcn the educated classes, and caused
them to btresk with medieval scholssticism, and, In many
cases, with all sericus cmecern with religicn as such.

The medleval ideals hed been other-warldly and
encouraged self-abnegetion., The Remalssance introduced
humanism amd the expression of the inherent terdencies
in men, The attitude ¢of ascetic seclusion gave way to the
gearch for full enjoyment of 21l the world can offer.

A rational search into the history and literature of
the past subjectsd reny documents of the chiurch to eritical
exzmimation, A school of historical eriticism wms started
by Lorenzo Valla (1405-1457), who expossd the falsity of
the Donation of Constontine and dented the apostellc orizin
of the Apostlets Creed, A1l this inquiry &nd revivel of
humn Interests served to wdernmine the authority and
influence of the Catholic Cmarch.

For about twe generatioms befae the Protestant
Reformation, the popes themselves tried to enter into the
spirit of the Remalssance and the popes of that tize yweore
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marked by culture rather than religious falth. This
raturally resulted in the papal cowrt becoming even more
warldly, and brought about an incressed demmnd fora
reformation of the church.

"Cne very beneficial result of the Remalssance was
the revived interest in the study of Hebrew and Greek.
This promoted a better understanding of the Zibls oo wvhich
the great refarmetory work of Luther, Zwingll, and Calvin
mg baged., Without this prepamtion thelr worik would not
have been possible." (Gumlben, History of the Christian
Chreh, 7. 199).

Perhaps the most cutstanding Remnisssnce scholar wes
Desiderius Ermsmus, who had been accused of "laying the
ege that Luther hatched." Fe studled in seversl different
European nations. Although he vas prizerily a Romn
Catholic, yet his provecative satires of the eclericel
abuses of his time and hils eppeal to return to the
simplicity of originel Chiristianity had 8 profound effect
cn the educated classes of his time, znd, through them,
reached the masses of people.

Erasmig yas couvinced thet the Romon gysten was £1led
with superstition and corrupticn. et he had no wish to
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brezk with Catholicism, He locked upon 1t, sentirmentally,

as the “mother™ of socigty and the erts, And he was too
intsllectiml to sympethize with the Luthersn reveolt, the
brutal excesses ¢of wshich repelled him,

"Hemce neither side ln the struggle that opened In
the laetter part of his life understood him, and his
memory has been condemed by polemic mriters, Prcmtant
and Cathollc., His omn thought was thet education, return
to the sources of Christimn truth, amd flagellaticn of
i@omnce am S.mrtality by merciless satire would bring
the church to pm-itsr. To this end he labored” (mlker,
. 329),

Thus, v find that the humanists helped prepare e
Wy for the Eeformaticn., They dlscredited much cf the
Catholic theolcgy. They emcowraged men to stidy the 3ible
and early Christian sriters from & new point of view. They
helped release the minds of wen from redlevel tradition=-
&lism, end began an era of Indepsndent scholership and
thinking centered arourd the desires amt needs of men,

With the rise of paticoalism, the Invention of
printing and incressed distribution of knowledge, this
Intellectinl rovement would heve eventunlly brought ebout
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tremendous changes in medieval Catholiclsm ard in the
freedon of the individuml, even hed there been no Luther,
Zwingll or Calvin., So when the Reformaticn did beglin,
it w3 helped to success by farces that were paorely
intellectual and often irreligicus in nature,

The detalls of the degenerate mcrals and ecclezias-
tical corruptions In the pericd immediately preceding the
Reformatio are go well known that they need only brlef
surarizetion and enelysis here. BDut one vitally
important question erises which ls usually overlocked or
pushed aside. Thet 15 the fundsmental question of ghether
the paganized, radically chenged and corrupted religio-
pélitical machine daninating the naticns of Ewrope,called
the Roren Cathelic Church, was In actial feet the rightful
anf legltimate succcosar of the arligimml spostolic church
- the ong Irue clhureh Jesus Chrlst seld Ee would bulld.

Farm Protestant churches,

28 a wholeg, base their claim of historic unity with the
apestolic church upen thelr direct descendancy from the
Roman Cathollic Chwreh, their "mother? church,




¥2s thia church the Church Jesus built? VWere ita
leaders and its members f£1illed wlith and led by the Spirit
of God? This is e vital point, for as the apostle Paul

atatess: "Now 1f any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he ol
' by TaToondng vt

33 poge of hia" (Romans 819). At g s e
sty I A
%We can 40 no better then draw o conclusions from Clceral_

the statements of recognized historians in this f£is=1d,

A direct comparison is made by Plummer: "And a3 soon as

the revival of letters caused the contents of the New

Testament and the teaching of the Fathers to be known, it

wms scen thmt what passed for Christianity at the close of

the fifteenth centwry wes scarcely recognizable as such, v
when placed side by side with what we knmow of Christiﬁr.ity

at the close of the Apostolic Age." (The Continental

Beforration, pe 11),

A pilcturesque and comprehensive descripticn of this
gtate of things as it affected the daily lives of the
people 1s given by the noted historian DlAubingne: "let
us now see what wsg the state of the Church previdxs to
the reformation. The maticna of Chrlstendom no longer
looked %0 2 holy ard living Cad for the free girft of
eternal life. To cbtaln it, they were obligated to have
recowrse to all the means that a superstitious, fearful,
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and alsrmed imsgination could devise, Heaven was fllled

vith seints end gediatorsz, wicde duty 1t wes to sollcit
this merey, Earth was filled with plous workz, sacrifices,
obaervances, axd ceremonies, by which 1t wms to be
obtained” * the Tef

Christ wms regarded as 2 gterpg hdee, Ee wes prepered
to condern anytme who ¢i2 not invcke the intercession of
the saints or rescort to the pepal indulgences,

iany Intercessors appeared in Christ's place. First
s the Virgin i®ry, llke the Dians of paganisnm, end then
the saints -- whose nunhers were continminlly augmented by
the popes. '

| Rellgious pilpgrirmges were prescribed as a pensnce
fér gin, There were almost a3 many rellglous resorts for
Pligrims as there were nountains, forests and valleys, On
these pllgrirmges, the people braught to the prilests money
end anything that ad any value - fowls, ducks, geese,
Wi, strew, butter and cheese,

Diiubigne coantlinues: "The bishops no longer preached,
but they consecrated priests, bells, moaks, churchas,
chzpels, images, books, amd cemeterles; and all this

breught in 2 large revenue, 2Dones, arms, and feet were
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preserved in gold and silver boxss; they were glven cut
during mass for the frithrol to kiss, and this too ws a
source of great profit,

<
71211 these psople reintained that the pope,/"sitting
ag Cod in the temple of Gad,",f”c‘:cma not err, and they
would not suffer any contradiction.!”

I% iz related matlia the very church sheres Lather
Treached, at Wittenberz, wes showmn & supposed fragment of
Soahltz ark, a plece of wood £from the cradle of Jesus,
some hair from the beard of St. Christopher, and nineteen
thousand other relics. |

These religious relics vere manked about the coumntry-
side and sold t0 the falthful for the spiritual merits
they supposed to bestow. The wendering salesmen prld 8
vereentage of thelr profits to the originel owners of the
relics. "The kingdonm of heaven 24 disappeared, and in
its place a market of ehominations hed teen cpensed upon
egrth™ (DlAubigne, p. 17).

9 ey

If the members of this professing Christendom my be
pertially excused, as rAany historians try to do, because
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¢f the prevaliling imorance and lack of right spiritml

guldance, none of these excuses carries any welght vhen
applied to the higher clergy and to the popes themselves.
For these wen hed every advantage of eduecation and
xnowledge if they had rightly desired to teke sdventage
of these. |

The deplorable corruption of the Church during
the century just before the Refarmation is appalling.
lny of the popes were no more than "respectable”
gengsters. |

No Lrpce ¢f the Holy Splrit of Cod Is to be found In
their words or actims. Tet they healed e represented
what was suppesed to be the only Church of Goad on exrthi

Regarding two of these popes, Tharey states: Psixtus
IV, had sixteen $lleglitirmte chlldren, whom he took speclnl
czre to mrovide for and enrich. BDut of 211 the popes of
this age, perhaps Rederice Borgln, who assumed the nsme of
Alexanter VI., excelled in wickefress. He ms been called
the Catiline of the popes; ent the villalnles, crimes,
and encrmities recorded of him, are c¢ rany aend so great,
that 1t pust be certeln thet @ wes destitute, not only of
all religion, but 2lgo of decency and smm%@gm
Blstory, Te 211-12),
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It was & common practice in those times for the
Triests to pay the price of blackmail to their bishops
for the illegal concudines with whom they shared thelr
beds, amd for each Sastara child thus produced (D'Aubigne,
P. 18). The Roman religion no longer contained anything
that would cause it to be esteemed by those who were truly
plous, and nearly the whole worship of God consisted in
ocutward pagenized ceremonies. Such sermons &3 were
occasiopnally addressed to the people were not cnly
destitute of all taste and good gense, but were stuffed
with fables and nausecus fictions (Mosheim, p. 547).

Had s ch
c

And yet, after themselves relating these accounts of
the spiritual stench, utter depravity of morals, and total
ignorance or disregerd far all Christian truth and virtue
that had characterized the Rbman church for many generatiouns
these very Frotestant writers attempt in the next breath
to label thls reprobate system the "church of Christ? --
the church Jesus sald He would builld, the Spirit=filled
vody of which He 1s the livinz Head! (Eph. 1:22).

Notice D'Aubigme's pitiful lament: "The evil had
spread through 211 ranks: 'z strong delusion' had been sent
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among mens the corruption of manners corresponded with the
corruption of faith. A mystery of iniquity oppressed the
englaved Church of Christ.”
P. 20).

Of the fact that a purifying end cleaning up of this
soclety was needed, there is no doubt. But of the supposed
fact that this totally pacenized system wasg the Church of
God on earth there is grest doubt,

In fact, the descriptlon of the true Church as given
in t.he New Testament 1s ia goial contradlictlon to the |
falth, practice and life ¢f Roman Cathollicism as it has
existed for hundreds of yearsi

The inspired comrend of Peter to "repent and be
Doaptized” (Acts 2:38) wes replaced by the Roman injunction
to "do perance® -- confess and pay the priest. The
apostolic wy of li.fe/ of lovg end ghedlience to Ged!'s
spiritual laws was replaced by a pettern of fear and &
superstitious cbservance of speclial fasts, feasts and
church festivals utterly forelign to Christ and the early
true Church. |

In place of the inspired form of church government
instituted by Christ and carrled on by the apostles, w
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f£ind a corrupt hierarchy of priestly cffices which are
‘oot 80 much as mentioned in the Bible, And over the whole
corrupted Bystem we find the Roman pope, "sitting as God
in the temple of God"™ (IT Thes. 2:4), often discbedient
himself to all the laws of God and maen, yet holding forth
with authority as the "Vicar of Christ," and permitting
and encouraging men to prostrate themselves before him In
a kind of wrship that Peter and the other apostles would
have feared to allow (Acts 10:25-28).

Was this utterly devased religio-politicel system
the legitirete descendant of the Church Jesus and the
apostles founded? Would a "reformation” of fhdg foul
system constitute a continuation of the true Chumrch?

These are the really asic questions that we need to
censider., And let us not hide ocur eyes from the inescap-
able fact that it wes dlrectlv from the Roman Catholic
system timat the Protestant churches mve sprung.

Ag we have now seen, there were political, éccnomic,
socizl, intellectual and religiocus factors throughout the
nations of Europe which presaged a universal upheaval.

And polltical and fimancia]l considerztions played a very
important part in the coming reformation. When it czme,
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what was 1ts true significance in the overall play emd
urpose of the etermal Cod?

¥as it a recapturing of the "faith once delivered?
to the saints? ¥%e need to face this question squarely.



CHAPTER V

IUTHER'S REVOLT AGAINST RCIE

—_—

@ve have seeny on the eve of the Refcrmation there
were many complaints end abuses that called for reform.
Those who were responsible for the spirituosl and material
welfare of the people were content to preserve the status
quo becanse it gserved to their own enrichment and religicus

cr political advantage.

Yet the people eried cut for fipgpelal rellef — for
et lsast some measure of polifical freedom. And the yoike
of relizious oporesglion 1aid heavily on the populace of
Europe . |

Sore guistanding persopelltv wes needed to scund the
cry of alarm vwhich would inevitably set off 2 universal
explesion which had long been smouldering, Yet no ardimary
leacder, no matter what his ideals or personal brilliance,
cculd fulfill this role. IV would take someone who could
ldentify himself with the unspoken cravings of the loeal
princes, the middle classes, the peasants -- w0 couid
uniquely 1dentify himself with thelr long-suffered
grievances and 80 become & symbol of the universal urge
for a complete revolution in the religious, socisl, and



63
political life of that day.

Such a ran w8 Martin Luther,

The cocmplete ldentification of Luther with the
Protestant Reformetion, the uniqueness of his persomality
as its center and rallying point, is attested to by &ll
historirns. Fisher describes this circumstance: "Unques=-
tionably the hero of the Reformation was Luther., Without
him and his powerful Influence, other refcmm move-
ments, even such &s had an Independent beginning, 1like
that of Zﬂngléi might have failed of success... Luther PRGNS
apart from the Reformatlicn would cease to be Luther,”
(The Reformetion, p. 87).

_ An understaniing of the basic facts concerning
Luther's childhood and yeuthful 1ife is important 2s &
background to an adequate ccuoprehension of his later bellefs
and doctrines.

ZJmngztg "'\nEs . r?z 1,1 :ﬁ

}2rtin Luther wos born at Eisleban, Cermany, ln 1453, 4
the scn of 2 pessant. The family moved to zahr;_si‘_iie_l_d six S—fdz”"ﬁ'
months after Lutherts birth, ard he was brought t;!p there
In an atmosphere of austerity and discliplined virtue.
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An intimate glimpse 1s given into Lutherts early home

and school life in 2 recent work by Roland Bainton: "Luther
is reparted to have said, My oother caned me fIom stealing
a nut, until the blood came. Such strict discipline drove
BS 5D the mppastery, although she meapt it well,! This
saying i3 reinforced by two others: 1y father cnce whipped
me g0 that I ran awmay and felt ugly toward him until he

ws at rains to win me back.! (At school) 'I was caned

In a s3ingle morning fifteen times for nothing at all. I
ms required to decline and conjugete and hadn't leexrned

my lesson.!” (Eere I Stam, p. 17)]

Even in these early glimpses, we can see & petiern
of 1r§cidents that eventually led Luther to want to ggscape
anthority and any need for gbedlepce. Ve need to under-
stand his background of medelival gupermtition and fear in
order to fully understand his emphasis oa faith glgpe in
later years.,

The atmosphere of Lutherts family was decidedly that
of rugged peasantry. But there wes 2 strong religious
feeling in the family, snd his father, Hans, prayed 2t the
bedside of his son and his mother wes known in the
cermumity as & very devout persom.

Yet meny elements of old German peganism were blended



7ith Christien nythology in the belisfs of the peasants.
The woods, they thought, were peopled by elves, gnomes,
fairies, witches and other spirits. Luthert!s omn mother
believed them capable of stealing eges, milk, and butter,
Luther himself retzined many of these beliefs untll his
deathi, He cnce said: "In my native country on the top of
a high mountain called the Pubelsberg 1s a lake into which
if a stone be thromm & tempest will arlise over the vwhole
region because the waters are the ebode of captive demons®
(Zeigton, p. 19). Hig early Catholic religlous life was
£11led with scenes of steeples, spires, cloisters, priests,
ponks of varicus oarders, collecticns of relicg, ringing of
bells, proclalmling of Ilndulgences, religious processions,
and supposed cures at shripes. In g£ll these things,he hed
a normal religious upbringing for those days.

At fifteen, Luther was sent to school at Elsenach,
where his mother had relatives. As 414 many of the cther
peor students there, he was cobliged to sing in the streets
begzing for bread. In 1501, Luther went to the University
of Erfurt, having egreed with his father to study for a
legrl career, Yhile still a2 student there, a number of
spiritual crises upset Lutherts course, ani eventurlly
redirected hls entire 1ife,
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Before relating the specific events that led Luther
to depart from the ordinary 1ife that his father hed
planned for him, 1t will be helpful to notice the effect
that the normel religicus training of that age had on
youths in general, and on Luther in perticulsr, "There
ia Just one respect in which Luther appears to have been
dirferent from other youths of his time, nemely, in that
be was extraordinarily sensitive and subject to recurrent
periods of exaltation and depressicn of spirit. This
oscillation of mood plagued him throughout his life. He
testlfied that it began in his youth 2nd that the
depressions had bgen acute in the six months pricr to his
entry into the monastery” (Eainteon, p. 20).

¥e can see that Luther hed a very troubled mind
indeed., This problem of moodiness - aggravated by a
feeling of perpeturl gyilt which the Catholic doctrines
engendered =- made Luther seek a type of emoticnal release
from these inner conflicts.

Bainton states: "The ezplénation lies rather in the
tensions which medieval religion deliberately induced,
playing alternately upon feer and hope. Hell w@s stoked,
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not because men lilved in perpetunl dread, but preclisely M;w
because they ¢1d not, and in order to instill enough fear b %M;u
to drive them to the sacraments of the Church. If they

were petrified with terror, pwrgatory ves introduced by

wy of pltization as an intermedinte place where those not

tad enough for hell nor good encugh for heaven might rmake

further expiaticn. If this alleviation inspired

complacency, the temperature was advenced on purgatory,

end then the pressure was again relaxed through indule

gences" (Herg I Stard, p. 21).

%

Thus, we can see that Luther's sensitivity ws easily
played upon by r'eligious fears that had been Inculcated
gince childhood. These faars were an integral part of the
system which Luther eventinlly came to abher.

Perhaps the f£irst in a series of events, that led
Luther gradually to his eventual role ag a reformer, was
& discovery he ede whon he v=s twanty years old and had
glready teken his Bachelor's degree. It happened that
vhile he ws looking one day at the books in the Erfurt
librery that he casuslly picked up 2 copy of the Iatin
Bible. This was the first tire that he had ever held a
copy ¢f the Blble In his handg, and he twasg surprised at
the richness of 1ts conteats end studied it esgerly (Fisher,
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Although he had been for scme tie
now eng'ossed in humenistic studies, on reading the
Scriptures for the f£irst tirme on this and subsequent
occasions the deep relisious spxisties that had effected
him from a child returmed amd begean to cecupy his mm@its.

later, returning to Erfwurt froo a2 visit with his
parents, & Storm arcse and a thunderbolt struck dowm Lather
and his companion. Luther quickly regained his feet, but
was deeply moved when he discovered that his friend,
Alexis, had been killed. Then and there, Luther detarmined
to mke his peace with God, and he soon entered the
Augustinian rmonastery at Erfurt to become & prisst.

In 1507, he was ordained to the priesthocd, but his
studles and spiritual exercises falled to bring him the
Inmrd peace he so desperately scught. He was encouraged
to study passages from the Scriptures and the church
fathers, by Staupitz, the vicar of the order. 3ut this
study, although helpful, ¢éid not quiet the restlessness
and immrd torment of Luther. |

Durdng this time, oy were struck by the remrighle
gupearence of Luther, In 1518, a contemporary sald of him,
"I could herdly look the men in the face s Such a2 disbolical
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fire darted out of his eyes" (Housser, The Pericd of ihe
Begorpetion, pe 8).

Feeling a deep sense of parscnal Angdecuscy end sin,
he set out to perform mhstever gocd wrks were preseribed
for the savingofhissoui. Amd thereweremnysuch
exercises recozmmended by the Catholicism of that day. "He
fnsted, sometimes three days on end without & crumb. The
seasons of fasting were more consocling to him than those
of feasting. Lent ws more comfarting than Easter., FHe
laid upcn himself vigils and prayers in excess of those
stipulated by the rule. BHe cast off the blankets permitted
nim and well-nigh froze himself to death. At times he was
proud of his sanctity and would say, 'I have dooe nothing
wrong today.! Then mlsgivings would arise, 1Rave you
fasted enough? Are you poor enough?! He weuld then strip
himsel? of all save that which cecency required. He
believed in later 1lfe that his austeritles hed done
permenent camnge to his digestion” (mt:m, De 3)s

All Luther knew of Christ at this time ws thet Hs
v2s a "stern hdg" from whom he would like to flee,
Under a feeling of utter ceondemnstion, Luther persisted
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in afflicting his body and mind with the vericus religlcus
exercises practiced by the monks of his dsy. ™'If a menk
ever wen heaven by monkery,! he has said, 'I would have
found my wey there alsoj ell my convent comrades will bear
witness to that!” (Lindsay, Blstory, p. 427).

Notice that these things all imdicate Luther's strong
attachrent to the Romen church. He was part and parcel
with 1t, had been resred in it, steeped in its doctrirnes.
And as 1s often the case 1in similar instances, when the
bresk did caze 1t was to be a viclent cne.

"The trouble was that he could not satisfy God at any
point. Comenting in later l1ife on the Sermon on the Xoung,
Luther gave searching expressicn to hiz disillusionment.

" Referring to the precepts of Jesus he sald: 'This werd is
too hizh ard too hard that anyome should fulfill it, This
is proved, not merely by cur Lord?ts word, but by cur om
experience and feeling., Take eny upright mn or wmen,

He will get along very nicely with these who do not
provoke him, tut let somecne proffer only the slightest
Irritation and he will flare up in anger,...if not egalinst
friends, then sgainst enemies, Flesh enxd blood cannot |
rise esbove 1&3; (Bainton, p. 34).

Determining in his own mind that 1t is lmmosglble for
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ren to perform what Cod requires, Lutber contimued his
search for an apswer to his gullt cormiex.  Faving been
rade 8 wofessar in the Undversity of ?Iitténberg, which
was operated in conpectlon w=lth the Augustinisn monmastery
there, he began to lecture on the eplstles cof Paul,.

He had hardly begun his exposition of the eplstle to
the Romans vhen his eyes fastened on the passage, "ihe
Just shall live by foith” (Romns 1:17). These wards rmde
a profourd irmression om Luther, end he pondered thsir
meaning at great length.

then Luther visited Rome at scme time during this

‘periocd, he ran about the city full of devotional ardar,

attempting to secure for himself the spiritual blegsings
thet were offered by viewlnz verious holy rellcs and dcaing
penance at sacred shrines. Thile he did pensnce upon the
gtairs of the so-called Julgment seat of Pilate, the
haunting text of Scripture 2zain entered his mind - the
Just shell live by feith,

Thrcughout Luther'!s stay In Rore, disilluslonzents
btegan to multiply in his mind as to the character of the
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Rozen church. He began to see W&t a SOrTuDhk and ahomi-
p2ble system 1t had become. Rhlle officiating at several
messes in Rome, he tried to saintain the dipgnity amd
reverendcg which he felt this aéticm required. But he was
very disturbed at the frivolous and totally irreverent
ranner in which the Roman priests celebrated the sacrament

ggmgg@r e

Dtiubigne relates: "Cne day when hs was officiating
ne found that the mriests at an adjoining altar had already
repeated seven masses befare he had finished ope., fQuick,
quickl! crisd one of them, 'send owr lady back her Son;t
making an implious allusion to the tﬁnsubstantiation of
the Lread Into the body and blocd of Jesus Christ, At '
agother time Luther had only Just reached the Cospel, Mfg‘j;‘
vhen the priest a2t his side md alrsady terminated the
rass, tPassa, passal! crled the latter to him, 'mke
bagstel have dome with 1t at cace,t”

"His astonlchment wes still greater, when he fournd

in the dlmlteries of ihg matacy what ke had already
observed in the infericr Clergy.. He had hoped better

things of thems" (Hlatory of-tfe Refcrvation, p. 08). -

Retwrning home, he pondered ¢ver the scenes of the
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picus pilzrims In Rome geeking salvatlion through verious
endeavors. And he shuddered ss he recalled the frivoilty,
the roral wretchedness, and the lack of resl spiritusl
tnowledge in thet city -- supposedly, "the capital of
Christendom.” The worda of Paul returred to him agein --
"the Jjust shall live by faith.,”™ At last he felt that he
could understand thesm,

The Reary of Iuther's Jheolocy

Fisher relates Luther'!s feeling: "'Through the Cospel
that rightecusness 1o revealed which avails before God =
by vhich He, out of grace and mere compesslion, justifies us
through faith.! tHere I fell =t once,! he says, 'fat I wms
¥olly born agalp and thet I had entered through open doors
into Paradise itself, That passage of Paul was truly to
ze the gate of Psradise.' Ee saw that Christ 1s not come
as a laééiver, but &s a Saviowr; thet love, not wrath or
Justlice, is the motlive in his mission and work: that the
forgiveness of sins through Eim i1s a free gift; that the
relationship of the soul to Him, and through Him to the
Father, which s expressed by the term foalth, the respone-
sive act of the soul te the divine mercy, is a2ll that is
reoudred. This method of recconcilintion is without the
worics of the law”" g R r s Do F1).
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Novw we see the central palnt of all Lutherts theology.
This doetrine Of Justification became the goruerstong of
all of Lutherts subsequent religious efforts. I glope
bed provided him Mlth 2 sense of releese frca his heunting
gepse of zullk apd fear of dempation. And, we my Wruly
add, it gave him & way groupd the requirements of Godlg
spiritiml lay ~- vhich Luther felt he gcould not kpep —
and which he ultimately grew to hate,

It is evident that in all this thinking about law,
Luther wes substituting the Catholle idea of rituslistic
"works” and pepapces for the Ten Camammdrments of Cod.,
Obgegged with the ides of getiing around & need for any
cbedience, he began to feel thet faith zlone 1s sufficlent
for salvation.

The loglcal consequence of Luther'!s new positicn
demanded a clash with Rome., It was on the question of
the sale of fpdulzences thet his direct copposition to
crthodox Catholic doctrine was first m=ie known.

The Doctrire of Ipduleences

After his return fron Rome, Luther had resumed his
teaching career in the Unlverslty of ¥ittenberg, and
continued in his study of the Seriptire amd in the
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development of hils theary of Justificetion and salvation.
Tmrougn the encouragement of his superior, Staupltz, he
completed his work for his doctor's degree so that he might
replace Staupitz by assuming the chalr of Bible at the
university., In 1512, he took the degree of Doctor of
Divinity, and contimied his teaching career,

All the while, his ideas on Justification mere growing
and developing. He wrote: "I gre2tly longed to understand
Paulls Epistle to the Romens and nothing stocd in the wy
but that e expression, 'the Jjustice of God,? because I
took 1t to mean that Jjustice whereby Cod is Just and deals
Justly in punishing the unjust. Iy situstion was that,
although an impeccable monk, I stood bhefore CGod as a sinner
troubled in consclence, end T had no confidence that ry
merit would assuage him. Therefore I 414 not love 2 Just
and angry God, but rather hated and pureured ggedngt him.
Yet I clung to the dear Peul and had a great yearning to
know whet he meant” (Beinton, p. 49),

Notice that Luther confessed that he lmted God in the
farm of lawgiver and Judge. True enough, his false Catholic
concept of cbedlence confused him as to the real spiritusl
issues at stake., He wes like 2 man gplritunlly 4rupk =-
seeking his my ocut of an abyze. But in his mental torment
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from Catholic teaching, he was als0 desperately determined
to find 2 mm obedience, law axd Justice,

Luther wrote: "Night and day I pondered umtil I saw ;
the connection between the Jjustice of God and tle statement
thet 'the just shall live by his faith,'! Then I grasped
that the jJustice of Cod 13 tat rightecusness by which
through grace and sheer mercy God justifics us through
faith, Thereupen I felt myself to be reborn and to heve
gone through open doors into parzdise. The mhole of
Scripture tock on a rew meaning, and mhereas before the
"Justice of God" had £illed me with Mate, now it became
to me Ilnexpresslibly sweet in greater love., This pessege
of Paul became to ne a gete to heaven...." (Bzinton, p. 49).

Thus, we can see that with the Increasing stress
Luther wes putting on Justification bty falth ajone, the
Romish practice of sgelling Indulrsences for sin would dbe
rerticularly digtasteful to him - and an z2buse he would
naturally wnt to ettack. Since the mtter of ipndulsences
ws the immediate cause of Luther's break with Rome, 1t
will be particularly nhelpful &t this point to quote 2
scholarly description of this practice, and the exact
wording of the indulzences,
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vharey states: "Indulgences, in the Romish church,
are & remissicn of the punishmént dus to sin, grented by
the church, amd supposed to Save the sinner from purgatory.
According to the doctrine of the Remish chwmrch, 811 the
good warks of the saints, over and above those that were
necegsary for their cwn Justification, are deposited,
together with the Infinite merits of Jesus Christ, ln an
Inexheustible treasury. The keys of this were_cmitted
to St. Peter, and to his successors, the popes, who 8y
open it &t pleasure;} and, by transferring a poartim of
this supersbundant merit to any particulzar persom for &
sum of money, may convey to him either the pardom of his
own sins, Or & release of any cpe for whom he 1s interested,
from the pains of purgatory. | |

"Sueh Indulgences were first invented in the eleventh
century, by Urbtan Il., as a recompense to these who went
in person upen the glorious enterprise of conquering the
Foly land. They were ai‘temrds' granted to any on2 who
hired "a soldier for that purpose; and, in process of time,
were begtowed on such as geve money for accomplishing any
plous work enjoined by the pope., The power of granting
indulgences has been greatly abused in the church of Rome,
Pope 1eo X., in order to carry on the magnificent structure
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of St. Peter's at Rome, published indulgences, and a
plenary permissicn to &ll such a&s should contribute money
towards i1t. Finding the project take, he granted to
Albert, slector of Mentz, and ;r-;hhishop of lagdeburg,
the benefit of the indulgences of Saxmy, and the
reighboring parts, and farmed out these of other countries
to the highest bhidders: wmho, to meke the best of their
bargain, procured the ablest rreachers to cry up the
value of the wmere., The form of these indulgences w3 as
rollows:

¥1thy our Lord Jesus Christ heve mercy upon thee, and
absclve thee by the merits of his mcst holy passion. And
I, by hls authority, that of his blessed apostles, Peter
and Faul, and of the most holy pope, grzated and committaed
to me In these parts, do absolve thee, first from all
ecclesliastical censures, in whatever manner they have heen
incurred; then from all thy sins, transgressims, and
excesses, hew enormous scever they mey bes even from such
as gre reserved for the cognizance of the holy see, and as
fer ag the keys of the holy church extend. I remit to you
all punishment which yo deserve in purgatory on thelr
account; and I restore you to the holy sacraments of the
charech, to the union of the faithful, and to the ilnnocence
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apd purlty shich you possessed a¢ beptism; so that when
you die, the gates of punishment shall be shut, and the
gates of paradise of delights shall te opened: and if you
shall not dle at present, this grace shall remain in full
foree when you are 2t the point of death. In the name of
the Father, the Son, and the BHoly Ghost.' (Church History,
De 224-25) .

The gloging descripticns which the hawkers of indul-
gences geve of their benefit were scwatimes almost
Ineredidle, If a m=@n, they sald, should purchose letiers
of Indulgencs, his scul rmy rest assured of its szlvation.
¥ nhey gaid, "the heavens are open; if you enter not
now, when will you enter?

it was the goeal abuge of this alrendy abominable
practice which led iartin Luther to take a definite stand
against Rome, He ws, of cowrse, correct in opposing
this practice. Taking the stand he did took cowrage.
But the question we wish 0 consider 1s whether this led
bim to return to the "foith cnce delivered," or simly
to reject that part of the Cathollc teeching which he could
not agree with and to set up in 1ts plsace another purely
humn insplred ecclesiastlical systen which suited him.



Ihe Indulsepcs fop St, Peterls
Adn_Home
In Luther?s vicinity, the proclzmaticn of the
indulgence to help rebuild St. Peter!s in Rome w8s
entmstéd to & Dominicen, Tetzel, an experienced vendor.
The indulgence wes not actzlly offered in Lutherts
parish beczuse the church coul? rot introduce an indulgence
without the permission of the local authorities, In this
caee, the elector, Frederick the ?iise; would not glve his
consent because he d1d not wish the Indulgence of St.
Peter's to encrcach upon the indulgences ¢f All Saints!?
Church at Wittenberg (Dainton, p. 57). |

But Tetzel came so close thet Luther's parishicners
could go over the border and return with some amezing
concessions as a result of the high pressure sales
campaign Tetzel amd his fellcw-hawkers were comducting.

Luther w3 rightecusly indignant at this shamsless
imposition of the Pope, and his reformerts blood wms
roused. As the practice of the time, he drew up ninety-
tive theses for debate and nailed them to the door of the
Castle Church at Wittemberz, This tes on Octcber 51, 1517, Aulluw?

¥eny of Luther?s theses appealed to the desperate
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fimancial straits of the Cermen peasants, anmd indirectly
appenled to the papacy to stop exacting more money from
them. In his fiftieth proposition, Luther malintalined:
“Christliang must be taught that If the pope knew the
exgctions of the preachers of indulgences he would rather
have St., Peterts btagilica reduced to ashes than bullt with
the skin, flesh and bones of his sheep™ (Bsttenson,

.g_Of ' D« 287),

In the heated discussions that followed, lLuther
declared: "The revenues of all Christendom are being
sucked into this Insatiable basilica, The Cermens l=ugh
gt ealling this the comam treasure of Christendon. 3Before
leng all the churches, palaces, walls, and bridges of Rome
will be built out of our momey, First.of 2ll we should
rear 11ving temples, not loeal churches, end only last of
all St, Peter's, which Iis not necessmry for us. We CGerrans
cannot attend St, Peter!s, 2etter that 1t should never be
built than that cur perochisl churches should be despoiled”
(Bainton, p. 61). .

Lutheris pglitlesl appzal to his fellow Cermens 1s
evident In 11 the early writings on thls sublect. He
cees not argue froo the spiritual principle of wiet is
rizht or wreong before Cod, but primerily from the



metionalistic attituds thet the money fron indulgences
should be spent on Germen religious causes.

Luther's attack on the papel finencial policy btrought
areadyagreemntammgtne Gerrans who hed lmgau:fferad
from & sense 8 grievence against memanh:.mrcny-
as they often regarded it. Luther!s other point, that
indulgences were spiritually harmful to the recipient, end
that the pope hes no absolute power over purgatory or the
forgiveness of sins, elso stirred up controversy.

Alt.boug: the average Cerman mas likely to fully under=
stand only the demand for fimancizl rellef, only Luther's
connection of this popular grisvance with the idez of
blasphenmy ageinst the mercy of God would heve the appeal
to create a pouular revolution.

Luther took po steps to spreed his theses among the
pecple., Iut others quistly trenslated them into Germn
and had then printed., They soca becams the talk of all

Careny, and Luther's career g a reformer hed been lnunched
(Eainton, p. 62-63).

Lutherts Fizel Breei

¥hen Luther first posted his theses, he did not
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intend them far general dlsseminmation. But now timt they
bad been distributed, he stood by them in subsequent
discussions and 1n tracts thich e wrote In thelr defence.
Although news of these devwelopments ftravelled slowly, it
w8 not long before the authoritlies in Rome knew that the
greater part of Cermany wes taking sides with Luther,

An accusation was brought against Luther at Rome,
and the pope commissloned Cardinal Cajetan t0 represent
him in talles with Luther. Be was told to try to persiede
Lutrer to give up any radiczl idees -~ and to he.mila' the
affair with ss 1ittle disturbance as passi‘dle (Haunsser,
De 20)..

This he could not do, and Luther appealed from the
pope 111 informed to the same when better informed,
Thereupon 2 second attempt was made to keep Luther within
the Romen fold.

Carl Von ¥ilitz, 2 pzpel nimelo, w3 ablg to win
Luthert!s confidence and peke an ggreement for him to
raintzin silence =~ provides his enemiegs would 2180 -
mtil papal repregeatatives had been eble to look into
Lutheris new dectrines, "And then," Luther saié, "ig I
an convicted of error, I smll willingly retrect it, and
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not weeken the power ond glary of the holy Roman Churchd”
(Bausser, p. 22).

e notice thet Luther gtill regarded the Rommn church
ag "holy'l It 1z important t0 realize how thoroughly
steeved in her philoscphies and doctrines Luther actumlly
wmsg, True, he evanmau; came to sharply disagree on
several points. But to the very end, i&xrtin Luther =
born &nd resred a Reran Catholic, and Cathollc priest by
rrofession - was llterally satipated with the coacepts ,
dogmes and traditions which thils church had accumulated
through the 11ddle Ages,

As lste as lareh 3, 1519, Luther wrote the Pope: "Now,
lost Holy Father, I protest before God and his creatures
tiat 1t has pever been my muoposs, noxr is it now, to do
cught that mizht weaken or overthrow the authority of the
Romen Church or that of your Holiness; nay, mcre, I eonfess
that the power of this church is sbove all thilngs; thatl
nothing in heaven or on earth 1s to be sst befare 1,

Jesus alone, the Lord of all, excepted" (Alzog's Upiverssl
Hlgtory, p. 155). ‘ |

Unless he were lying in this letter, lartla Luther --
even &t this late date -- felt that the Roman Catholle
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But his truce with Rome not to speak out wes to e
short-lived., Dr. John Eck, a theologlan from lLeipzig,
publicly challenged Luther to debate o his new doctirines
(Heusser, pe. 22). SO the mttle of words and pamphlets
wes on again,

In the debates, Luther, as he alweys dig, écnfused

Sustiricstion end galyation. Ee maintained that faith
alone = vithout any works -- suffices for salvation.
¥hen confronted with conflicting statements from the
Epistle of James, he called in guestion the suthentlcity
of this epistie (Alzog, p. 198).

It is importznt to realize that not once, but r2ny
times, Luther would chellenge the authority of anmy book
in the Bidble which reemed to CGismgrse with his Jideas on
us tilcp. ¥We will discuss Lutherls contradictory

gtaterente on Seripture In a2 later chapter.

After the Lelpzig debates, Dr. Eck set cut for Rome
teo wern Pcpe Leo X of the danger Luther ses becoming to the
Catholic Church in Cermany. A pepel bullms iscued 1n 1520
condemning Luther and forty-one of his propositiens. BHe
himself was to be excozmmniégted if he 4id not retract
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within sixty coys {Lizog, p. 2035,

Because of Luther's popularity with both the common
people and the ncbllity, the papal bull w=s recelved with
open repugnance in Cerreny. lany declarsd that if waes not
necessery to obey it end Luther's protector, Frederick the
Wise, openly disclaimed chedience to the bull., So Luther
then togk the unhesrd of step of publiely turning the
paral bull I1n the presence of his fellow monks, the studems,
end the citizend of Wittanberz (Hausser, p. 27).

This bold step of making & complets break with Rome
drew the attention of the entire Cerman nation to Luther's
cause, He quickly found political suppert in the friendly
¢isposition of the elector and of the jJurists who had a
lmg stending grievence over the interference of ecclesins-
tical courts in civil affairs. He also found ready allles
in the hurmpist schelars who wore £11led with netionalistic
ferver and were ready to avenge the Indignitles suffered
by Germany under Itallan and paral rule., They were ready
to mite with invective and setire -- and alsc to use thelr
owres (Flsher, The Seformation, p. 102).

Soon after these events, Luther mds g polltical
apneal to the CGerman nobllity for thelr tackinz, His
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chellenge to the "glorious Teutonic people! who were Mhorn
to be masters" hed an electrifying effect on meny of the
Gerran nobles and prineces, 2Zut it wes purely politicesl,
end this same type of appesl hes morn recantly been used
with success by Garmen gonerals and dictators!

G}

Luther urged: "...Poor Germans that we are = we have
been decelvedl ¥e were barn to bs msters, and we have
been coopelled to bow the head beneath the yoke of our
tyrents, and o become slaves, Neme, title, outward signs
cf royalty, e pcssess all thege foree, pwer; rizht,

- llverty, 211 these have gone over to the popes, who have

robbed uz of them. They get the kernel, =e get the husk.
seslt 1= time the glerlous Teutonic psople should cease
to be the puppet of the Rommn pontife® (Zetternson,

Documentg of the Chrdstlen Chureh, », 278),

From here on, 1t remined for Zuther and his adherents
tc attenpt to fowmd o ey relislicus sysiern, embracing the
doctrines flowing from ILuther's active pen. In future
chapters, we will sze 1f Luther's system canstituted a
retiem to the felth. dogtrine ard practics of Christ and
the apostolic Chureh,



CBAPTER VI
THE BEGINNING OF LUTHERANISM

After his final breex with Rome, Luther began to
cultivate a number of the leading nobles and princes to
suppert his cause, Without proper mrotection, he was a
deed pan -- under the ban of the empercr and the pope.

During his disputes with John Eck, and In his preach-
ing, writing, end other reformatory labors, Luther hed wen
the respect cf a number of young humanists of Germany.
Among these were Ulrich von Hutten end FPrancis ven
Sickingen. Hutten\ seconded Luthert's religlous appeals by
writing caustic phamphlets against the pope and higher
clergy. And his friend, Siekingen, offered his castle to
Luther as a place of refuge in case of emergency.

Two other men were aids of Luther's work and were
assoclated with him at the University of Wittenberg. The
first was Andrew Carlstzad, Luther's senior in the divinity
scheol, who had conferred on him the dcctor's degree. He
ws an able theoiogmn for those times, but lacked Luther's
personpality and popular elcquence. Hs wes regerded as
scxevwhat im?etuous and often wished to bring about & more
complete reformetion than did Luther, To Luther's dlsmey,
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he semetimes put into prectlce what Luther merely talked
about,

The other maEn who became absorbed in Luther'!s teaching
was Philip Melanchthon, the professor of Greek In the
university. He was only twenty=-cne years cld at the tirme,
but was scholarly, sensitive, and bdrilliant -- already
possessing a wide reputation for his abllity, His
converslicn to Luther's teaching was not because of any
travall of spirit, but as a result of ﬁis enthusiastic
agreement with Luther's interpretation of the writings
of Paul,

These humenists, these theologlens, the elector,
FPrederick the VWise, and many other princes, nobles and
gcholars = 211 began to ally themselves with Luther and
his teachings. To most of the princes and nobllity, the
motlve was purely political emd finengisl. They were tired
of the domination and Intrusion of the Italian pzpscy.
Luther had become & concrete symbol of this long=felt
rebellion., Under his leadership, they were united in a
common bond of hatred against the materlal power cf the
Roman Catholic Church (Alzog, p. 202).

To the humanists, Luther became a champlon who
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expressed in popular eloquence wat they had written sbcut
in witty, erudite books and pasphlets which were above the
understanding of the average m2n., And his religious appeal
gave depth and a poesitive meaning to the attacks on the
hierarchy which their satirical writings had lacked,

Though many did not understand his doctrine of grace, his
soirit of revellion egeinst Rome quickly spread.

Thus, Luther bdecame overni@t 2 champicn of all
Germeny in thelir various grievances against the papecy.
A real povement had now begun, and the pope and new expera,
Charles the Fifth, wers to find that it was to grow into
& conflagratlion with which they could not fully cope.

Lathert's Doctrinal Development

Luther's treatise entitled "To the Christian Nobility
of the Cerwan Nation," issved in 1520, hed mede him very
popular with the German nobility, lccal eunthorities and
peasentry. His practical propesals in 1t are briefly
surrarized by ®Ealker: "rPapal misgovernment, appointments,
and taxation are to be curbed; burdenscme offices
abolished; Cerman ecclesiestical interests should be
placed under & 'Frimate of Cermaeny'; clerical marTiage
permitted; the far too numerous holy days reduced in the
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interest of imdustry and sobriety; begeery, including
" that of the mendicant crders, forbidden; brothels closed;
luxury curbed; amd theclogleal education in the univer-
glties reformed. Ko wonder the éﬁ'ect of Luther's work
wms profound. He had volced whet earmest men had long
been thinkings" (A Hlgtory of the Christian Church,
Te 345). gux '

later the same year, in his "Rabylonlen Captivity
of the Church,” Luther attacked the sacramental practices
of the Rorgn church. He denied the cdoctrine ¢f transub-
stantiation, and said there are only two real sacraments -
baptism, and the Lerd's Supper. H2 denied the scriptural
validity of the other Romen sacraments -- confirmtion,
mtrimony, orders, and extreme unction, though he did say
tﬁat penance hkas & certain sacramental value ags a return
to the purlty of baptis;n.

It is remerkable that in rejecting transubstantliation,
Luther declares the abgolute suthority of Scripture in
mmtters of falth and practice. He states: "For that which
is agserted without the authority of Scripture or of proven
revelation my be held as an oplnion, but there is no
obligation to believe it....Transubstentiation...mst be
considered as an inmvention of human reason, sinc2 it Is
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based heit.ber cn Scripture nor sound reasoning...ss';(\ d
(Bettenson, Documents, p. 280).

If Luther hat only applied this type of scripturel
test to 21l of hils doctrines, trhe worild today might be a

cifferent type of place! For wen he was charged with h,w“;}w
‘:J,"N i & ‘:/l
inserting the word "sola® (a2lcpe) into Romans 3:28, he i

haughtily replied: "Should your Pope give himself any
useless aanoyance zbout the word gola, you may promptly
reply: It is the will of Dr. lartin Luther thet it should
ve so" (Alzog, p. 195). And, we mey adé an good authority,
no cther reason for such unscriptwrsal changes as these
vas ever glven. then 1t came to Luther's own persomal
doctrinal convictions, lartin Luther was truly 8 self-
xlled men,

The essence cf the gospel to Luther was forglveness
of sins through 8 personzl, transforming falth in Jesus
Christ. He regarded this as the sgle tvoe of true
religion (valker, p. 546),

But Luther totally neglécted the Blble teaching on
the kind of absclute pepeptapce thaet miast m eny
fcrgivenéss of eins. &nd his miné continued to rebel
egeinst the necessity of gbediepce to eny kind of authority



93
or law after one was forgiven by faith in Christ., He
wrote: "As mmny as bglieve in Christ, be they as numerous
and wicked as may be, will be nelther responsible for
thelir works nor condemned on account of them.” Amd again:
"UnbelleZ is the cnly sin man can be guilty of; whenever
the name 1s applied to other acts, it 15 2 misnomer...."
(Alzog, p. 199).

His third tractete of 1520, that "Cn Cnristian
Libverty,” asserts that a Christian man is spirituclly
sublech 1o pg m=n or o agy lewy. He comtended that since
we are Justified by f££lth aloge, we are no langer under
ocbligation to keep the law of Ged,

Eere we ae_é thet Luther contlnued to stress this
personal, emotional, end psychological experience of free
forzlyepess as the central tenet of all his teaching, He
had himself felt so oppreseed by & sense of gullt vhile
in the Roran church, that he now felt coupelled to cast
aslde &1l sense of Jaw and 2 need for ghedlence. We will
compare tideg teeching with Seripture in another place.

Thus, Lutherts doctrine wms now camplete in its main
cutlines. Although he woauld later clarify himself on rany
smaller polnts, the besic princlples of Luther?!s theologlcal
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In 1521, Luther wes summoned to appsar beftre the
Diet of Torms, and his friends wamed hlm of his mortal
danger, But the empercr had given him promise of a safe
conduct, and he was determined to go even "if there vere
as rany devils in that city as there are tiles cn its
houses.”

Before the Dlet, Luther was immediately confronted
vith 8 row of his books and asied whether he would recant
then or not. After a recess for consideratiom, he admitted
that he might eve spoken too strongly agalnst persons,
but would rot recant any of the substance of wbat he mad
witten unless it cculd be disproved by Seripture or reasm,
He is reported to bave clesed with the words: "Here I
stand; I can do naught else, Gcd help me. Amen? (Furlbut,

Pe 155‘2%\)
Returning home from Horms, Luther s selzed by
friendly hands and taken to ®artburg Castle, near

Eisensch, where he wes 1o rerain in hiding for nearly
& year, He hed been put under the ben of the emplire,
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and had Germeny been ruled by & strong central authority

Lutherts careser would have scon ended in rertyrdom, Iut

his vigorous and friendly territorial ruler, Frederick

the Wise, ti=e and 8gain proved to bde Luther's selvation.

From hls secret retreat at the Tartburg, Luther mde his
continuing activity felt by mriting meny letters &nd

pexphlets in faver of his cause vhich wers sent all over

Germany. But the most lastling frult of the period ws

his tremslation of the New Testament. Thils translation - e
from the Oreel text Of Eresmus into Cermen was & work of ,y;’@w

hizh literary walue, and 1s regerded as the foundation of

the German written language (Heuser, p. 60=81).

Few services greater mm this trengiation hove ever
been rendered to the development of the relliglous life of
a ‘naticn. Her, with all his deference to the word of God,
was Luther without his own cerons of criticism. These
were the relative clearmess with whichldg m;_gm
¢f the work of Christ end the method of salvatlion by felith
is taught. Judged by these standards, he felt thet
Hebrews, James, Jude, ard Revelation were of lpferdor
¥orth. Even in Scripture 1tself there were gifferences
in value;;f;, (valler, p. 349).

Thus we find that althcugh Luther taught that all true
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doctrine should be based m Scripture, mhen it came to
Jntervreting Scripture he had his omm pet theoriss even
as to the relstive worth of eatire bogks of the Biblel
And, 88 ve shall see, he violently dencunced those who
did not agree with his doctrinsl theariles.

¥hile Luther remmined in seclusimm at Tarthurg,
several of his associates continued the ecclesimstical
revelution in Wittenberg, In many cases they corried out
the very reforms that Luther hed talked asbout = dbut had
not yet scted on. '

By Cetober 1521, Lutherts fellow monk, CGabriel
Zwilling, was dencuncing the mass aﬁd urging the ebandon-
ment of clerical vows. any of the Inmates of the
Augustinian mopastery of Wittenberg soon rencunced thelir
professicn, end Zwilling was soon attecking the use of
imeges. '

At Christms, 1521, Carlstadt summoned the clty to a
celebration of the Lordts Supper after the pew fashion.
He officlated in plain clothes,. omitted all reference to
sacrifice in the liturgy, offered hoth the bread and wine
10 the 1laity, end used the Certen langueg@ In corducting
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the szcrament (Bainton, Ihg Referration of the Sixteenth
Centiry, p. €4). |

Auricular confession and the fasta mers soon
abandmed. Carlstadt taught that all ministers should
mrry and later, in 1522, tock to himself a wife.

The general excitement was incressed by the arrival,
in December of 1521, of several radical "prophets®™ from
Zwickau. They claimed irmediete divine inspiration, tsught
against Infant baptisn, and rrophesied the speedy end of
the world (talker, p. 350). lzlanchthon was upset by &ll
these events, and wsg too unswre of himself to affirm or
deny these new teachings.

. Carlstadt, however, was only trying to follow through
on Luther's apnpeal to return to Scriptural practices. It
is, perheps, unfortunate that the arrivel of the Zwickzu
"orophets" talnted the movement with radicelism for e time.
These incidents were highly displecsing to the elector,
Frederick the ¥ise, _azﬁ drew forth warning protests fron
cther German princes. It 13 Lmportant to realize that
Luther had to0 walk a narrow line to keep with the pleasure
of these Cerrpn pringes vho gave politicel, militsry and
financlal bocking.,



And so, partly to aveld any firther censwure for
radicalian from the German mrinces, and partly becausa
of an evident lealousy of Carlstadt (Orcherd, p. 339),
Luther was determined to return to Wittenberg and again
take charge of the reformtoay movenment.

Saplstadtls Reforms

But let ug f£irst notice some of the changes Carlstads
s Wringing about: "Carlstadt renocunced all elerical gard
and, though 2 minister, dressed in a grest gray cloak as
a2 peasant. A second prineciple re-enforced thls position,
marely socizl equalitarianism, The docirine of the
priestheed of all bellesvers was taken so seriously tmat
Cerlstadt would not be called Doctar but only "Erother
Andreas.” The degire which also actuated Luther to mﬁm
the pettern of early Giristienity ws carried further to
Include rany 0ld Testament practices. The destruction of
imges was msed on the losalc Injunctiom, a3 wes alse the

intreducticn of a gipict sabbatarisnism. The eptire

orogren was allen o the smirdt of Luther, who belleved
thet the eerth 1s the lord!s amd the fulness thereof, am

any portion my be used in the interests of religien”

(Bainten, at Sixteenth Cent P,
65-66). Upcn hearing of this new program, Luther
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immedistely returned to VWittenberg, goined the favor of
the Elector and the town council, and banished Carlstadt
from the clty.

The startling fact 18 here disclesed thaet Carlstadt,
although be gigupderstood gane polunts, wes attempting to
reinstate many of the practices of Christ and the apostles.
Luther yould heve nope of thig. Hs would sometimes talk
about returping to Biblical Christianity, but he always
rejected any real attempt to actually 4o so.

Liatheris Alllmnce Witk the Princes

After Luther's return from ¥ittenberg, he showed &
decidedly congeryatlve attlitide in all things and regainéﬂ
his influence with the Cermasn princes. He was forced to
m nolltics much of the time because the success of the
Lutheran movement was wholly dependent con thelr faver.

The emperor was now kept busy by 2 great wr with
France for the coatrol of Italy. Pope leo X ted dled in
December 1521, and hls successor w@s not yet influentiel
enough to curb lLutherts activitles, Under thess fevorable
¢circumstances, 1t looked sg Af the Refomation might win
the entire Cerren ration to 1tc cause (Fausser, p. £8-89).
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thny Lutheran congregations were now forming In varios
reglons of Germeny, an the problem of ghupch crmuizetion
and zovernrent w=@s presented, Without consulting the Bihle
to find cut Wat type of church governzent Christ hed
instituted in His chureh, Liuther thought out g gystem of
his omme. fLuther pow wes convinced thet such associstions
of bellevers md full pcwef to appoint and depbse thelr
pastors. e held, also, howver, tat the meml raiers,
as in the positions of chief mwar and resnmsibilm in
the Christizn commmity, hed & prime duty to further the
Gospel., The experlences of the Ilrmedisfe futire, and the
receszities of cetl chireh cerggnlzation within extznsive
territordies, were to turn Luther from shetever sympathy
he now had with this free-churchism to & strict dependence
on e siate.” (Walksr, p. 381).

Secause of thls very type of mep-deviged church govern-
ment, ve £imd that the Lutheran church hes been polltically
controlled and almost wholly Gependent cn the stats down
to recent times, But Lutherts effarts to Zepep the fovor
of the Ogrren Drinces, end his tencency to retzin countless
Adess and custorg brought cver from the pegan Roman church
== all this caused him to be considered very "conservative.”
In fact, he ¢id not derert from thc— Roran Catholic
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tradltions in By wys.

Luther decided thet great freedcm was permissible in
the detzils of worship, as long 2s the tvord of CGod! swas
kept central, The different Lutheran congregations soon
developed 2 mldg variety of usages in their services,
Ingtead of latin, the German languege was increasingly
used. Luther retalned much of the Cathollc form of the
lasg, and lssued cne In Germmn in 1826, Hs also retadined
the Catholic practice of cogfossion, though not as
chbligatory. Mdudged by the development of the Reformmtion
elsevhere, Luther?s attitude in manners of worship was
strongly conservative, his Ixinginie beilng that twhet is
not contrary to Scripture is for Scriptire and Seripture
for 1t.' [e tigrefore reinlned much of Pormy usage, such
as the use of gandles, the arycifix, and the illustrative
employzent of W«% (valker, p. 352).

A i€ in Totherts Porty

At this time, the first seriows vifis among Lutherts
fellowers began to apoear, The first disaffection arose
emong the humenists, whose leader, Erasnus, md very little
syrpathy with Luther?s doetrire of "Justificztion by falth
glope." He feared the results of a tezching which
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rrectically Jenled the porsl reswensdbiditv of zen. And
the sty writings of Luther, ccupled with turmltucus
cutbresks in several pleces, refe him ineressingly alarmed,

In thke sutusm of 1524, he begen to chellenge Luther's
deninl of frees elll, This doctrine, which we w11l discuss
pore fully in a later section, esserted that in the il
of Adam, men's pature hed become so razdically corrupted
thet he mes jppapeble of ctevinm God or of doing amy truly
good thing. |

Realizing the gress error of this dsctrine and others
Lkeld by luther, and feerful of the increasing decline of
interest in eduesticn and in public merals which seered to
gccompany Lutheris teeching, Eraspus foremlly broke with
Luther (Alzog, D. 226-227).

Ancther rift In the covesent ccourred beceuse ¢of the
dissatisfoctlion of gome wilth the helf-my measures Luther
T2es taking a8 a refamer, leny sincerely wernted to get
beck to the pattern of ey Testorept Christismtity, Iut
Luther row ceemed determined to preserve 28 meny of the
Fomish practices and dectrines &s he could vithout over=
throwing his msic doctripes cof Justificztlon by feith

glone end rejecticm of the perel hilerarchy and gacrarental
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‘system. Be no doubt felt he must do this to keep the

pollitical backing of the Germen princes,

It is trus that the leaders of some of these movements
becare radicels. An example iz Thomes Munzer, who attacked
Romanists and Lutherans alike for their dcctrines, clalming
himself to be 4irectly Insoired, and leading his followers
in rensacking and destroying monasteries and breaking all
irnges in the churches (¥alker, p. 353).

Yet it seems ceriglp thet If Luther lad been willing
to trust in God slone for his protection, Instead of court-
ing the favor of the human princes, he could heve lead the
people to a gogplete breek with the pagen Catholic system,
éoctrines, and customs., Ke would have found oy thousands
of sincere men ard women In Germeny alone who would have
Sladly followed. For the resses were already fed up with
the Roren and feudsl system and were ripe for a change,

Here ws 2 grand opportunity to affect a genulne
regtoretion of gnostolig Chrdstianitv. I Luther and his
essociztes hed swrendered thelr wills campletely to CGod,
agked His guidance in every rhagse of this restoratlon, and
honestly followed the plain liperpl ward of the teschinzg
end practices instituted by Crrlet end His spostles, ouch
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cf Cermany would probedly have followed,

Rut such wes pot tc be the case. Luther's refusel to
carry through a complete reforzetion left many sincere but
uneduceted peasants amd towmsmen to be the mrey of
unbalanced leeders who in meny cases restored some of
the Irug gpostolle Tractices Luther had willingly ignored,
but whe 811 too often mingled these with Strgnece exgesges
of their own devising. -

Ibe Peasants! Far

The situation just descrdibed brought on the now
infamcus revolt of the CGerran peasants, The way lLuther
blundered in mndling this situstim caused by far the
most serious seperation from his movement.

The Germsn peasantr:y had been opmressed for genera=
tions and thelr state wes cne of increasing misery. The
mreaching end religicus excltement of Luther's refam
movement acted as 2 sperk to goad them into the long-
delayed action of rising against their msters.

FIn ierch 1525, the peasants put forth twelve articies,
demending the right of eech community to choose and depose
its pestor, that the great tithes (or grein) be used for
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the support of the pegter and other community expenses,
end the smmll tithes abollished, that serfdcm be done ammy,
reservations for hunting restricted, the use of the forests
ellowed to the poar, forced labor be reguiated end duly
veld, Just rents fixed, new lazws no longer enacted, common
lands restored to communities from shich they bhad been
taken, tnd payments for inheritante to their msters
abolished. To modern thinking these were moderats and
reascnable requests. To thot azg they sszered revolutionery™
(Falxer, p. 354).

Although many Protestant historizsns mintain that
Luther had no part in the peasant uprising, 1t is a
Derversion of rruth to deny the foect that the peasants
vere simply putting into practice some of the principles
of freedom goptalined Jn Luther's omm mritineg. And there
i1s no denying the fact that 1f Luther had not turned
azeinst them in their hour of need, countless thousends
of lives would have been syared =-end the economic slavery
of the Cerman pessantry would not Imve teen prolongsd

(feusser, p. 102).

But Luther vas suspiclous of the uneducated pessent
class == in gpite of the fact that his om farily ad
belonged to 1t, And, more inpertant, Luther had put his
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trust 1o the backing of the princes, and wes ever careful
not to offend them == 2although he ¢4¢ send them & tempered
maroing end 2 reminder of thelr responsibility in the '
expected outbtresk (Hzusser, p. 103).

Although Luther bed long advecated the counsel of
love and restraint, and knew well Clrist's injunction to
“lmmemiea,"mmt-faeeintmmmrczme L
peesant revolt 13 no@,{igs than astontshing. %
the situation 4id not call for such ylolepce as he
atvocated — cven hed such a comse been consistent with
Christian princliples.

Unquestionably, there were faults on both sides, But
Luther?s ranting appeal to the princes to mercllessly
degtrov the peasants reveals a spirit s far remote from
the Spirit that directed Jesus Christ as it would ssem

possible to imcgine,
a/ g
Henry C. Vedder peints an sccurate pictire of the P

7.
F

ugly sitetion: S/

fThough the peasants had =z good cause, they had not
elways zdopted good methods, iost of them were lgnorant,
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all were ecmesperated, and soue were mddened by thelr _
wrongs. In thelr uprising some cutrages were committed;
castles hed boen burned and plundered and ruthless
oppressors had been slalin, These deeds were now mude the
rretext for a retzliation whose cruelty has rarely been
suwrpassed in history. It 1s computed by histoxrians who
nave no motive to exnggerate, that fully a3 hupdred fhousand
gere killed before the fury of the princes and the imights
was apperged,

Foremost among those who urzed them on was Luther.
Tt would Seem that he hod become alarmed bty the persistence
of those who hed sought to meke him and his teachings
responsible for the peasent wer. His hope ms in the
Irotection end retronesze Of Lhe princes, to whom the plain
MS he had gpoken nust have given deep offense., So in
the midst of the uproar he seat {0 the mress a secend
pamphlet, In which he turred cosmlstely sboyt, and
denounced the peasents &3 viclently a&s he had before
rebuked the princes.

"tThey cause uprear, cuiragecusly rob amxd pillege
monasterdes end castles not belonging to them. For this
alone, as public highwaymen and murderers, lhey deserve
& tmofold desth of body end scul., It ls pight end Jomful
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Io glew at the Zirst cpportunity 2 rebelllious persom,
knomm as such, slrezdy under Cod ond the empercr!s ban.

For & public rebel, every ran is both Judge and

executioner. Just ag, shen a fire starts, he who can
extinguish 1t first i1s the best fellow. BRebellion is

pot a vile murder, but llke a gresi firs that kindles amd
devastates a couniry; hence uproer carries with it a land
full of marder, bloodshed, zekes widows and orphigns, axd _
destroys everything, llke the greatest calamity. Therefors
Ehcscever cap should gmite, siymncle, and gtab, secretly |
or publicly, amd should remember tint thers is pothing |
more polstmous, pernicious, and devilish than a redellious
mn. Just s when one must slay a med dog; fight him not

and he will f£igsht you, and & stiols country with you.

Tilet the civil power press on confidently emd strike
23 long 88 1t can move & muscle., For bhere is tmwmmge:
the peasants have bad consclences and unlawful goods, and
REnever & Deasent iz illled therefore he has lost bodv
and soul, exd gpeg forever fo the devdl. Civil euthority,
however, teg a clean comsclence emd lamful goeds, and can
say to God wth 21l security of heart: "Behold, my God,
thou hast appointed m prince or lord, of that I cannot
doubt, ant has entrusted me with the swrd agpinst evile
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doers (Rom. 123:4)... Therefore I will punish and smite
a3 long 88 1 can nove & muscle; thou wilt judge and
approve.” ...Such monderful tizeg gre these Miat a rrince
mmmmmwmm
MM;" (Vedder, AS 2

"Pe 1%‘4)/:(
(&

¥ell my we asit amwrselves, "If these are the wrds of
a reforrer sent from God, then phal Is the measure of fiue
Tellzion?™ Are these the words of a men directed by the
Holy Splrit of God? %es the risen Christ using thils mmen
to purify Hig "little flock"?

By this cruel act of turning so bitterly agalnst the
peasants, Luther had gined greater esteem with his
peotecting prdaces. But, even hurenly speaking, the
gost was alse great. From this tize forth, populsr
sympethy for his cause amopng the peasants of southern
Cermany was allenated.

zresmus rebuked Luther for his hypoeritical conduct
In this sordid effalr, He wrote: "We are now gathering
the frults of your teaching, Ycu say Indeed that the Word
of Ced should, of i1ts nature, bear very different frult.
¥ell, In my oninion, that grestly derends o1 the canner
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in which i1t is presched, You disclzaim any connectim
with the insurgents, while they remrd Yol &9 thelr perent,
and the author and expounder of their rinciples™ (Alzeog,
P. 223).

After this, 1t is eagy to uderstand the peesants!
lack of syopathy for the mEn who trged the mrinces to
fomite. siransme. and gtab” them and their loved ones.

The bloody suppressicn af the peazant umrdising now
left the pripces end the glties in complete control of
Gerreny. Political a2lllances wers now formed for or
against the Reforration. A leggue of Catholics mes
arganized by Duke Gecrge of Saxony and other Catholie e« med syt
Trinces who met at Dessag In Jily, 1525, An opposing
Luthern lesgue w28 formed at Torgru. A renewal of the
emperor's struggles — this tire against an 2lllance of the
Dope and the French king -- kept Charles V too occupled to
interfers with the relizious struggles In Cermany (Waller,

P. 2T8).

AL the Diet of Spires, in 1526, & decree w=s mnrde

glving each German pringe the pright to berdle religicus
miters In his omn territory — for the time belnsg = as
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he felt responsible to God, This aet gave the Lutheran

movement its first legsl existence, amd ws regarded 28 2
triumph for the Carmon refoamers. However, from this tice

forth Luther was tied to the apronm strings of his princely
motectors, As we shall we; he wes foreed to employ

: and gdegelt in order to continue in thelr good

graces. Decause of his omm System,he wad pot allowed to
preach the ¥ord of God "without f&\} of faver.® He and

the Protestant cause were inextricably bound up with the
Dolitles of this worid,

SN @9 R R3LS

But the empercr wig soon victoricus over all his
enemies, and the princes were summoned to the Dilet of
Spires in 1529, The Catholie party wes nm?x in the
mjority, and issued an' edict vhich forebade the progress
of the Reformetion in the states which md not eccepted
1t, and granted full liberties In the reformed tevritories
to 211 vhe remeined Cethollcs,

To this unequel ruling the Slector of Sexony and — ‘:‘/ L
several other rrinces made a famzl rrotest. From thet T
time the term Jrofestant wes appiied to the Lutheran rerty
and to their docirimes (Flsher, The Blstery of the
Christien Chireh, D. 304).

Proz this tize the cewelopment of teprpdtorial ghurches
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became an established policy. GCermeny ws to te divided
between the Catholic territories in the scuth, sxd the
Protestants in the north,

Now, mhere & mn lived often determired his re;:.ginn.
And the strsad of Lutheranism deperded more oo polildss
than cn prophets. |



CHAPTER VII
THE GROWIH OF LUTHERANISY

Divisicnz and scandals plegued the Protestant camp
during Luther?s later years. The armies of princes and
political power might gumrantee that the reformed rellgion
would be ocutwerdly meintained in certain territories. But
they had no power to clegnse the faith and morels of
sublects, nor were they able to mske of cne spirit the
varring factions that rose pthin the Protestant movement,

During these years begsn a controversy between the
Cerran and Swisg reformers concerning the true meaning of .
Christ's Institution of the Lordts Supper, as 1t vas now
called. This contest caused a lastinz breach between the
Lytheran and Reformed chirches, which v will consider more
fully in a later séction.

Leanwnile, in January, 1530, the emperor sent & ¢all
to the Cerm=n mrinces for & Diet to meet in Augshurg. He
propesed thaet the friendly edjustrent of religious
differences should be the mimry object of its meetings.

The Protestanis therefore prepared a cooprehensive
statement of thelr bellefs and of their criticlsos of the
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Roran Cestholic doctrine and practice, I w=s chiefly drawm
up by Luther and ¥elanchthen, the latter dodng most of the
actual comstructicn.

il
The "Augshirg Confession,™ a3 it wes called, 18 very

/
important , fe—understendd It 1s the gfficisl staterent of
the position of the Lutheran Chixch, and has remained the
tasls of thelr doectrines to this day.

- let us notlice 2 scholarly summary cf the Lutheran
pozition ag set forth by lblanchthon (with Lutherts
advice) in this creed: "Hls mgmose wes to show that the
Luthersns hed dererted in no vitel eud gesential respect
Irom the Cagthplle Chirch, o even from the Roman Chureh,
as revealed in 1ts earlier witers, That ggreement i3
expressly affirmed, and many anclent heresies sre carefully
repudiated by name., On the other hapd, Zwingliian and
Amabaptist positions are erergetically rejected, The sole
authority of Scripture 1s poghere exmressly asserted, The
papecy ls nowmhere categorically comdemned. The universal
rriesthocd of bellevers is not menticned. Yot Melanchthon
gave a thoroughly Protestant tone to the confessicn as &
whole, Justification by faith i3 adémirably defined, the
Protestent notes of the cluech made evident; invocation of
saints, the mmss, denlal of the cup, monastic vows, emd
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preseribed fasting rejectad,;',('ﬁalker,'p. 3

Notice first of all that this Confession affirms the
uplty of the lutherans with the Boman Cathollie Church.
Stress 1s glven to the fact that Protestant and Catholle

ere essentially ope chureh - ong s¥dtem of Delief.

Reference to the sole authority of the Scrilptures ls
now gpitted. The Protestant doctrines of justificstion
by feith glone and rejection of the Catholic sacramental

systex are the only real polpts pof dlfference.

Insteed cof adveeating 2 return to the hellef, and
Toith amd mregtice of Jesus Christ and the trus apostolic
chureh founded by Him, the reforuers row stress the unlty
of Protestantism with the pgman philosophiez, bellefs and

Practices of the corrypted Boman Catholle svsten.

As we Imve seen, the Romish church had now strayed
&8 fer from rhg teachlnzs apd mmctlceg of Climist and the
apostles ag mould geenm posgibie. Yet, tice and agzlin,
v will see the Frotestants stressing thelr "unity” with
this reprovate system.
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In spite of the comeillatory tome of this Cenfession,
it ms rejected by Charles V and the Catholic dominzted
Dlet. They ordered the complete restoration of the Cathclie
falth rending 8 general council within a year (Bausser,
D. 12%),

Fearing punitive meesmres end the lpss of ghurel
roperty silch thev had selzed, elsven cities unfted with
eight Protestant mrirces in forming the Schmaliksaldic
leagne ag a defense 2zainst the emperor {Alzog, P. 240-241)

It i3 interesting to note at this junctures that
Luther once again stapged hiz pollcy for the sske of
-expediency. BHe had formerly held, wlth Scripture (Romans
13), that it w3 a gip to oppose the empercr & any
legnlly constituted authority (Walker, p. I73).

But now he urged them to employ viglence to cefemd
his dcctrines. ™The Protestant mrinces, together with
certain imperial cities of South Germeny, united in the
League of Smalcald to resist the arbditrary proceedings of
the emperor in hls effarts to crush out the new opinlons,
Luther, who had hitherto covosed 2 resort 1o axms., vow
geclarad that Clristians vers bowmd to defend their princes
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when unlowfully assulted. The lemgus strengthened itself
by an zllianece with FPrance, Demmerk, snd the Dukes of
Davarin., The territories of the emperor were again
threatened by an lrruption of the Tirks under Solliman.
Under these circumstanceg, it was lmpossible to carry cut
the measures of repressicp which had been resclved upon
at Aygsburg. Accardingly, the pesce of Huremberg wWes
concluded in 1532, which provided that religlious affalrs
should be left as they were untll they could be arranged
by 2 new diet or & generul council® (Fisher, The Historw
of. the Christisn Church, p. 05-6).

From the peace of HNuremburg, the sitwatlion of the
Frotestant territories remained subsiantizlly the sre
for several years. But many enlightening events took
place within Luther's comp &5 the "gruits” of his teaching
became more appereat. And In ganv cases, Lutheris rescre
to en Apmorel act as being "expedlient” to his cause is to
be chegerved.

Perhaps the most cutstending example of Luther!s

willingness to glier hls stapdards in ader to accomnodate
his princely preotectors 1s the well !mown case of the
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Landgrave of Hesse, Els constant adulteries made him
anxious as to his sslvation, and he began to reason that
perhaps 2 second rEYTinge to & more atiractive wife would
be the solution to his problems, He zppealed to the 01
Testamant example of this, His reasoning wes strengthened
by his acqueintance with an attractive seventeen-year-old
daughter of a 1ndy in his sisterts court.

It w111 be helpfMl at this point to include extracts
frem 2 complete account of this matter by Mchelet. In 1t,
we find quoted the direct answer of Luther and his
agsociates to the Iammve'a applicetion:

e mest werlike omongst the protestant chiefs, the
Irpetuous and choleric landgrave of Besse, caused it to be
represented to Luther, that the stete of his health
reoulred him io cobebit wih more ihan one wife. The
instz'uctmné given to Bucerus for negotizting this matter
with the theclogians of Wittemberg offer & curious mixture
of sensuallity, or religicus apprehenslcns, and of daring
frankness,

"The application of the landgrave of Hesse occesiomed
- gxtrere gmberrvpssment to Luther. The whole of the
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theologlens at Witteimberg assembled on the occasion, to
freme 2 reply, in which they determined upon effecting a
sorpromige with the prince. Ihex acceded Lo hlg reouegt
Lor perpmizslon 1o take g second wife, but upon conditicn
that she should rot be pudblicly recognized., TYour
highrsss,! they state in theilr answer, 'will, of your

own accord, readlly suggest to yourself the difference
thich exlists betrveen laying down 2 law to be universally
promulgated, and one to serve a rplvete and urpent exlzency,
We cannct publicly Introduce cr glve cur sanctiom, es by
a lew, to a permissicn for serrying a plu_rality of wives.,
Ve Implore yowr highness to reflect upon the danger in
which that man would be placed who should be convicted of
heving introduced into CGertmny & law such as this, whereby
divisions would be instantly creeted emongst femilies,
and a series of eternsl lavw-sults arise. Your highness is
of & £frall constitution; you sleep little, and it is
requisite to adopt very great praceutions in your gase.
The great Scanderbeg frequently exhorted his soldiers to
cbserve chastity, telling them that nothing wms so
detrimental to thelr pursuit as the pleasures of love,
lmy At please your hilghness to examipe sericusly the
various consideraticns lavelved in this matter; the szcendal,
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the labours, the ceres, the grief, axd weaskness, wrilch,
as hrs been showmn to you, are involved in it, If, however,
your highness is utterly determined upon merTying &8 second
vife, we ere of opinion thet 1t cught to be done secretlv.
Signed snd sealed at Wittemberg, after the feast of Saint
Micholas, in the year 1538, --ilrtin Luther, Phillp
Yelancthon, irtin Pucer, Antony Corvin, Adam John Lening,
Lustin Wintfert, Dyonisius Melenther!" (Michelet, The
Life of Luther, p. 251, 253).

Luther!s counsel to mske 2 "gsecret sin” of this
matter was to go unheeded, His responsihility for advising
the Landgrave to breaX Cod'g law was now to exact its
epalty. Dut when the rews beggn to leak cut, Luther now
advised the lamdgrave tommkmngm%crcm’amm

Though an stterpt was mede to keep the affair
mrivate, that soon proved impossible., Iuther could only %\‘&Vm

i
— 44

edvise 'a good strong lle!; but Phillp was manly enough ./, T{

to declare: 'I will not lle.'" (Welker, p. 378). o 4; e

Ly~

The scandel resulting from this epdsode did great
derege to tie Protestent cause., Thoughtful men were
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beginning to wonder where Lutherts doctrine of "grace
alope’ might lemd.

But the main point to remember is that liartin Luther
— professing to be a servant of Cod — hed knowingly and
gelliberntely advocated that a men should Iresk two of
Codts commpdments, The significance of this will soon
be considered. '

In the meantime, the deterioration of morals continued
through all classes of Protestznt soclety. "The protestants
‘had elready bogun to relax in the severity of their
demeanour and practice. They reopencd the houses were
detaucheries were wont tn be carried on. !'3etter,?
obeerved Luther, 'would it havwe been timt the devil rd
never been btenished, than thet he should return in
sevenfald strength! (13 September, 1540)" (ifichelet, p.
255) «

erts Deat

The course bf Protestentise ws now Lirmly in the
hands of the Lutheran rrinces, and, with constant threats
from the Catholic league, they continued to hold on to the
cround gained thus f&r.

The Catholic Councll cf Trent opened 1n 1545, Wlth
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varilous interruptions for war, it w=as to continue Lo meet
in irregular sessions until 18583, Its purpose wes mainly
to investigate and clear up some of the sbuses wmhich had
led to the Reformation. The result wes & conservative
reformation within the Catholic Chureh, dut along strictly
Bopan lines, of course.

Scon after this Council began it3s sessicns, and 8t a
time when the emperor had pede peace with the Turks amd
his other ememies anmd now seemed ready for e fresh assult
egainst the Protestant princes, Luther made a trip to
Eislebesn, his birthplace.

In view of the subseqimnt history of Germany, it will
be well to note that Luther's final sermon wes & ralling
attack against the Jewlsh people., He seems to have been

possessed with the same yicious hatred and jeslousy of the
Jews a8 later cheracterized the rule of Adolph Hitler,

Alzog describes this tendency: "Ascending the pulpit
of St., Andrew!s Chirch, in Eisleben, for the last time,
Luther once mors cslled dowmn the vengeance of heaven upon
the Jews, 8 race of people whom he had so unjustly and
virulently asssiled in his earlier writings, thet his
followers after his death were confused at the very mention
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of his raliznant denunciations. In his first pamphlet
against them, he called upon Christiens to teke the Bible
from them, to burn their books and synagogues with pitch
and brimstone, and to forbid their worship under pen2lty
of death; and in his second, entitléd 10f Shem Bamphoras,?
he describes them at the very outset as 'young devils
doomed to hell,! who should be driven out of the country”

(Unlyerssl History, p. 271).

Thua, wshen we read of the atrocities committed
against the Jews by Hitler's Third Relch, we m2y be
remindad that this h2s been 2 tendency arong many German
 zealots and ves remerkabdbly displayed in the founder of
Germen Protestantism. |

Luther himself s unhappy and wretched during his
last months. Disturbed by the’ terrible state of morality
to which his doctrine of faith alope had brought the
Inhabitants of Wittenberg, he wrote his wife In July,
1845, "Let us go ocut from this Scdem® (Alzog, p. 270).

"It ws while prespects were thus darkening that
Iither dled on a visit to Eilsleben, the town in vhich he
was born, on February 18, 1538, in consequence of an attack

9L heart-dlsesse or gngnleyxv. His last years had been far



from heppy. His heslth md long been wretched, The
quarrels of the reformers, to shich he had contributed
hiz full share, distressed him. Above a8ll, the fallure
of the pure preaching of Justification by fmith alone
greatly to transfoarnm the social, civic, and politiem]l life
about him grieved him"™ (Walker, p. 379).

Thus it wes even appareat to Luther that his doctrines

bad 1n large measwre falled 1o c¢3uze mea 1o lesd llveg

more ccoolatent BILh golxliwsl pringiples. EHe often had
periocds of despondency, in his last yeers, when he

o
seriocusly wondered if he were not dragging many souls Ui
with him to eternsl condemmetion (Plummer, The Continental
Refogrmation, p. 132).

e

After lather's deeth, the Protestant princes suffered
8 militery defeat at the battle o luhlberg, in 1547. The
coperor granted an Ipnterdm, which was essentinlly & victory
for the Catholics, until another session of the Council
of Trent could be called.

e feformation Sefrloment

But in 1554, the Lutheran prince Maprice of Sexony
united with Henry II of France to inflict a crushing
Qefeat on Charles V. The Lutherans now demended full
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religicus freedem and the right to keep zll eccleziastical
roperty selzed thus fer (Alzog, p. 279-280).

A compromise w@s finally reached, called the Peace of
Augsburg, in September, 15586, It permitted each prince to
determine whether Catholicism or Lutheranism should be
professed in his territory. No choiecs wes glven his
subJjects.

All ecclesisstical propertiss seized before 1552 were
to be retained by the Lutherans; all seizureg since that
time were to be returned.

Oply Catholicism and Lutheranism (as defined in the
Augsburg Confession) were permitted in Germany. All cother
deviationists were to continue tc be punished es "heretics"
(’#?alker, P. 382).

Therefore, in 1555, the divisign of Germeny dbetwesn
Cathollic and Lutherzcn we made permenent., In after years,
the most serious challenge to thls state of thinge wes mde
in the Thirty years!' Tar (1618~1648). In the course cf
this terrible wer, between the princes of the Catholic
League and those of the Protestent Unicn, nearly holf the
population of Germany is sa2id to have perished by the

sword, famine, or the plague. ut, by the Pezce of



Vestpaeiliz, 1tV Selly ented in relztively the sawe
reilfisicus aivision of Germeny &= had been decided upon
in the "Fesce of Augsburg.”

Thus, religious hatred, political dlvision, and
upceasing war continued to follow in the wie of the
Lutherzn reform. The decline in publie moruls wes also
2 noticeable factor, which we shall consider later.

The pellilcnl and relizlogs alllageg of Luther zifh
the Cerrmn mrinces placed the destiny of his cause in
their hands from the first. And this religicus patriotism,
in turn, prepared the wey for the gironz pationel giate
in Germany =-- a state which hes gsince dathed much of the
world in blood under Halger Tilhelm IT end Adolf Hitler,

-&WM/EL

Before, ana.lyzing the doctrines apd practices of the
Lutheran wement and the ultimste result of this religious
upheaval, we will first briefly recount the course of the
Reforratiom in other lands,

Sines all suthorities agree thet the "prime mover™ in
the Protestant camp wes Luther himgel?, and that the
Reformation &5 a wnole w3 activated more from this source
than any other, ™ will only gutline its ccurse in
Switoerland, France, England, znd other lands,
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i1est w2 lose our perspectlye in the maze of historical
events, places and personslities, let us agaln ask cur-
selveg ! Was the Protestant Refmrmeticn & movement ggtlvated
and zuided by God's Holy Spirit? ®as it a true restorotion
of aposteolic Caristianity? Yers its "Zruits™ the result
cf the Hely Spirit's operation?

Bearing these points In mind, the histarical answers
should te apupdantly clear,



CHAPTER VIII
THE ZWINGLIAN REFORM

During the early yeers of the. lutheran refon, a
pevensnt which was sinmiler in mewy respects begen in
Switzerland, The gniding force of this movement in its
early stagss wes Ulrich Zwinsid.,

Zwingli wes vorn in 1484 In ths wountaln village of
¥ildhaus and wes & right stixlent from his youth, He
stulied at the University of Vienms and then went to Imsel,
#é became absorbed in humanism, and later began studying
the Greek Testement published by Erasmis. Frem this, hs
copled with his owmn hand the epistles of Paul that he might
commit them to nencry.

in additiom to his scholarly interests, Zwingil wes
also a zealoug pairict and wished to reform the corrupt
ggelal and poldtical 1ife of his country. ZBribes and
ecclesiastical positions were commonly offered influentlal
Swiss to gain thelr people as allles in fighting the battles
of the pope or of the Prench king (Hsusser, n. 127-128).

After recelving his mesterts degree at the Unlversity
of Easel, Zwingli vas appointed as & parish priest throogh
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the Infigence of his uncle, H2 himszlf recelved {or a
tine a pension from the pope by comsenting te the mercenary
hiring of Swiss rouths e8 goldlers in the popels amy
(%alker, p. 3307,

He wme finelly led to dencunce this practice of
mercanary hiring because of vigorous French actlvities to
this end in his om parisn, ZIwingll thsa wes able to
effect a transfer of his activities to the famous pilerim
shrine of Zinsgledeln, vhich greatly enlarged his influence
and remutatlon,

Zwinz)i's Doetrinal Development

Turing tils time Zwingll wma led to See the futlllty
cf the superztitiouz pllgrimges made each year to the
rellgious shrines in Einsledeln, and wes led to preach
against one Samson, & seller of indylgences.

He g2s80 continued &t this time his etudyr of Scripture
anG began to develop & doctripne of Justification simijar
to Luther?s. FHe rerecbered scme of the hurenist lectures
he had heard in the wniversity exposing the worthlescness
of Indulgences, and the death of Chrrlst as the only price
of forglvencse. He bYegan tc fesl that Serdipture vas the

cnly authority ang, through 2ts stdy, developed may
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moints which come cut ln his later teaching.

In 1518, Zwingll was transferred to the cathedral
church ¢of Zurich. He now refused Ris pepel pension, and
oppofed all) foreign entanglements of Tie Swulzs, )It s
not untll 1522 that Zwinglli definitely Iygice mlth Fome,
Some of his parishiomers roke the lanten fast, citing
Zuingli'zc doctrine of the 20le suthorlfy of the Scriptures

(Bausser, p. 122).

Zwingll royw preached end published in thelr defense,
and the hishop of Constance sent a commisston to put dowm
the innovations. Zwingli now appetled to the givil
guthorities, and the Zurich burgozester eventually ruled
that only those things teught in Scriptire were %o be
reached, Thus the road was open for a relizioys aad
D0litical ravolution.

Depld Chznzes Cogir

News of the Feformetion in Cermmoy under Luther hagd
now reached meat of Switzeriand, and this wes an addltional
encowrzgement to thelr couse. iany of Lutler?s witings
were also belng dlatributed ameng the German speaking

Swlse, ant nis doctrire of Mugflficatlicom by felth zlope
Tes now wifely understond (Fisher, |




Jat, 2s = shell see, with the 2i¢ ¢F the givil
aothoritics vho were already fe¢ up with Romen tyrenny,

Zwingll was able to bring sbout an even grester ghanae
than had Lather,

TZwingll belleved thet the Qlfdzate authority was
the Curistlan compinity, apd thst the oxerclise of that

authority was tirough the duly constituted organs of
slvil zoverament, acting In accordance with the Scriptums.
Only that shlch Lhe Blole commandg, of for which distine
atithorizatica can e found 1n its pages, 1s blailng or
alicwadle" (TBaixer, p. 561).

Bgczuse of his strong bellef that the 3ible sugat to
oz the gonplate M;‘ in doctrine and practice, Zwingll
weat such fHirther thea Louther in his reform. Eis sttitude
tomard the neathon coromonles and feasts taat hed crept
1nto the Catholic Church wes ruch wore strict then that
of Luther. "rnlle Luther weg disposed to leave untouched
vhat the Bible di¢ nct prohiblt, Zwingle was more inclined
to reject wint the Blble ¢id not enjoin™ (Fisher, The

ey
- n e L g
Refgrmation, p. 145).

Zvlngli rovw began the process of getting cantonel
rerent officlsls to tack hils teachilng. e arranged
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for 2 public Gebate on glxty-sever etlicles, involving
the Cathelie focirines on the mss, good worhs, Interces-
sion of sa2ints, wenastle vows, and the existence of
purgetory. The Bikle was tc be the authority on which
the discussion ¥2s tO be based. ¥In the resulting debete
the govermrent declared Iwingll the vietor, in that it
efrirmed that he had not been convicted of heresy, axd
directed that he should continue his preaching. It wes
&n indorsement of his teaching' (miker, p. 362).

I=ny changes now took rlace. The rriests aud nuns
begzr to mITY. Inages, relles, and organs were done
evay. The confiseasion of geclesiagtical proverties by
the state begen in 1524, 2Zwingli himself married in this
yesr & worsn with whom he had lived sinee 1522, not
vithout gonsidersble scapdal (Walker, p. 363).

3eeause af the pollitieal v=lue of Switzerlend in the
wers, the pope kad not dlrectly interfarsd with Zwinglian
zoverent 211 thls tims. 2Zwingli encouraged the spread cof
hls movement throughout Switzerland, Mpst of the clties
2oon came under the Anfluencs of his *;aacning, axi even
the great Cermmn city of Strasshurg had heen won te the
Zwinglizm,, rather than the Lutheran, telnt of view.

It is irportant to ncte, howmever, that the chenges
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were pot ectually zccompanied by the wholesale conversion
of the individuals in these citles to Zwingli's teachings.
Father, it was a combinetion politio-rell-ious movement
alded by the Swiss republican party which came to cppose
g1l things Bomen. It was this very slllance with politics
which soon led to Zwinglils death on the battlg;ﬁeld.

In 1525, Zwingli published his zmin theologlcal work,
the "Commentary on True and False Religion," Fisher
summarizes his deoctrinal position: "Although in mogt
noipts he held the grdinery Protestent views, he differed
from them in the doctrine of the Sacrament, a8 will here-
after be explalned, FHe held to mredestinaticn as &
thilosophical tenet, but taught that Christ bas redeemed
the entire race. He considered origiral sin a disorder
rather than a state involving gullt. He belleved that the
sages of antiquity were illuminated by the Divine Spirit,
and in his catalogue of saints he placed Scecrates, Senecs,
the Cates, and even Hercules" (The Blstory of the Christlesn
Churech, p. 308}, ‘

Here ve note thaet Zwingli so foisllw misupdersto
the purpose and neture of Codls Holy Spirit as to imagline
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that 1t wes gulding the pogpn philosophers of entiquity
whose rmxral llvesg and teschines are clearly salluded to
by the apestle Paul in his letter to the Romans (Rom.
1:18=32).

Of course, many Protestant writers acclaim Zwingld
for his "broad® views on the heatden speculators, Bsstie
lauds Zwingii's view: "With & bre=dth of thought and
feeling rare In his ags, he recognized a dlvipe Ingoiration
in the thoughts and lives of the pobler gpirdis of antiouti-
Iy, such as Socrates, Plato, and Seneca, and hoped even
to meet with them Jn heaven” (Hastle, The Theclomy Of the
Bl _Church, Pe 184).

Zwingli's desire to meet these ancient philosophers
in heaven is 1lluminating to the real student of Scripture.
Fe had altered mamy outward Catholic forms for the better,
and had adopted Luther?s fundamental doctrine of
Justificatlon, but his gntire concept of Gl and of the
ultimate purpese of salvation wes still essentially thet
of the Rommn Catholic Chumrch.

The Luther=n and Zwinglian brenches of the Protestant
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movement bad scarcely begun to develop when they came into
a8 viclent controversy cn the doctrine of the Leord!s Supper,
as they called it., It was & basic matter £ both partles,
end neither would give ground or yleld to the other,

Lather Insisted thaet the chjectlive presence of the
glorified body ard blood of Christ was acturlly i the
bread and wins. In some mysterious wy, His body amd
blood are actually recaived by the comsmmnicant yhether he
helleves or pot.

On the cther hand, Zwingli denied that Christ is
present in any such sense, and belleved the Lordls Supper
to ve simply a pemorial of his atoning death,

- In the dispute, 1ittle love wes shown on elther side.
Zwingli thought thet Luther's idea of the Dhwmical presence
of Christ in the Eucharlst was & Catholle superstition.

He sald that a rhysieal bedy could only be in gme place,
end that Carist wag gt the right hand of the Mther in

heaven.

Luther accused Zwingll of exalting huren reason above
Scripture. He tried to explalin the physical presence
of Christ on ten thousand elters at once to be a
scholastic assertion that the qualities of Christts
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divine pature were nov commmicated to0 His human nature

and so, as spirit, He could be gvervyhere at once.

Perhaps the significant thing 15 that this dlispute
showed clearly that -- yhether either ome wg risht --
they were got of ihe game Smirit. From then om, they
sould pot hopnestly ¢lalm that the gng Holy Spirdt of God
w2 miding them ints truth - and that they were one in
Christian rellowship. “Luther declared Zwingli and his
supporters to be ng Christizns, while Zwingli affirmed
that Luther was yorue than the Roman chawmpion, Eek,
Zwinz1i's views, however, met the approval not only of
German-speaking Switzerland but of zmuch of southwestern
Cerreny. The Repmn perty rejolced at this evident division
of the Evangelical forces® (&%D@{. P. 384).

The heated controversy over this point extended for
mny years, axd included a series of pamphlsts, vreachments
and discusgions., The mincipal and, &8s far as results,
final discussion between the reformers on this peint tock
place in the castle of the landgreve Phillp of Hessge In
¥erturg. Fhillp, we remember, had such great gsexml
Drohlems of his own at this time that he seldom partoock
of the Lord's Supper because of a gullty comsclence (Welker
De 327). T my 2G¢ that 1t seems peculiar that an
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adulterer, a blzmist, and a grumkard should be cne of the
lzy leaders in the Refcrmation movepent.

But he wms one of the political minstays of the
Protestant movement, and desired that the two refuming

parties come to an agreement i1f at a1l possible. Therefors,
he invited the leaders of Toth partiess to meet at his
castle and on October 1, 1529, the dlscussions begzn.

Although Luther was susplcious of the dectrine of
the Swiss on the Ipinitv and the orizimel sin, the min
point of difference was the mpresence or absence of Christts
Dhysical body in the lordls Supper. lLuther insisted on
2 literasl interpretaticn of the words: "This is oy body.”
Zwingll held thet a phwsica) body could not e in iy
plages at one time, Though the discussicns lasted for
severul days, agreement weg impossible, and the two rarties
finally parted =~ cach doubtling the "Christiznity® of the.
cther (Rurtzts Church History, Vol. Ii, n. 273),

The Lendgrave arranged one f£inal peeting of the
reformers, and urged upon then the importance of coming
to some sort of understanding,

' i3 Leeting
The Final egetm:i of luther

Schaff describes this meeting: "Cn Londey morning he
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errunged ancther privats conference between the Sexon and
the Swlss Reforzers. They wet for the last tire on earth,
¥ith teers in his eyes, Mgli gppreached Luther, and
beld out the: hamd of proptherhoodt but luther declined it.
saying again, 'Yours is a different gpirit from ours.'
Zwingli thought that differences in non-essentials, with
unity in essentials, did not fordid Christian drotherhood.
tlat us,! he =aid, 'confess amr uniconm in all things in
which ¥e agree; and, ag for the rest, let us remember that
we are bretiren. There will rever be peace in the churches
if we cannot bear differences on seconiary pointe.?! Luther
Geemed the corporal presence & fundemental article, and
construed Zwingli's liberality into irdifference to truth.
T am astonished,? he said, Ythat you wish to consider pe
as your drother, It shows clearly that you do not attach
mich importance to your doetrine.! Melanchthon locked
uponthsreq@stortnesm:sasasmnge Inconglstency.
Turning to the Swiss, the Wittembergers s2id, tYou 4o not
belong to the commmmion of the Christien Church. Ee gepnot
gckpnowledse vou ag brethron.t They were willing, however,
to Include them in that universal charity which we owe to

our ensmies” (Higtory of the Christian Cnpch, vol. Vii,
De 644-5),
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Thus we see that lLuther parted from Zwingll, pot in
the feeling that the Swiss rarty ws guided by the Holy
Spirit, but that Zwingli wes guided by 2 different "apirit®
then himself, Indeed, there 1s ample testimony even ameng
Frotestant writers thet the refoarmers did pot heve the
"mity of the Spirit® which only Codls Spirit can tring.

Notice Plummer's écccmt of Zulnglils desire to avoid
this pathetie disé.greemnt: "But there is no nsed to doubt
his declaraticn that he hed carsfully avoided corresponding
with Lumér, beﬁause he says, 'I desired to show to 2ll
ren the uniformity of the Spirit of God, as menifested in
the fact thet we, ¥ho are so far apert, are in unison one
with the other, yet without collusion.' They €id not
remin Jn pnlscn, as all mewcrid knowss and it 1s one
of the many sé.d facts In the hlstory of the Reformation
that Luther deeclared Zwinglli's violent death to be a
Juderent on him for his eucharistic doctrine" (The
Continental Seforvgtion, p. 141-R).

Z¥insl4ts Deat
Soon after the Lerburg Conference, 2 sar btrdwe out

between the cantons of Switzerland vhich resulted in the
death of 2wingli. It beger &3 ¢ direct result of the



140
etiempt of the Protestant cltles to starve the Catholic
cantons into submisaion, and ended with the Cathollcs

reposzessing some of the ground they had mreviously lost.

The trouble developed out of the persecution of the
Protestants in the Cathollc cantoms,. The behavior of the
Catholic cantons becams threatening, and Zwingll iecom-
mended & Tesort to yiolent meEsures to fores them into
sum:ésion.

"The chief derends that were really mde, were that
the Frotestant doctrine, which was professed in the loeer
cantons, should be tolerated in the upper, and that
persecution should cesse there, Eut the question ws

wether even these demands would be enforced. zmé

vas in favar of overpomering the enemy by & direct attack,
end of extortine from them just concessions. But he was
cvermled, and half measures were rescrtad to. The attempt
wes mede to coerce the Cathollc cantons by mom-intercourse,
by thus cufting off ibeir suppligs. The effect %28 the
Cathelics were engbled to collect thelr strengtn; while

the Frotestant cities were divided by Jezlousies and by
disagreerent as to whet might be tha best policy to adopt.
2urich vas lert without help, to confromt, with hasty and
inadequete preparstion, the combined strength of the
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Cathclic party. The Zurich farce wes defeated at Cappel,
ca the 11th of Oc¢tober, 1531, and 2wingll, =ho had gone
forth as a chaplain with his pecple to battle, fellgg/“

(Fisher, Tng Reformatlion, p. 155-6).

The c¢ruel truth is that Zeinzll'z viclent death wmms
a2 direct resuli of his om actions, He hed pot hesded
the Seriptural injunction to "keep himself unspotted from
the world? (James 1:27). Neglscting to apply Christts
declarations "My kinglom 1s pot of ihig morid" (John 18:36)
Zwingli had mede constant use of politics amd physical
noyer to gin the results he deslired.

AS Fisher states: "Zwingll was a IRiyiot end a gocial
reformer” (Ihe Reforzmatica, P. 145). Idke Luther, he put
nis trust in the princes of fhis ¥orid.

Therefore, Zwingli's violent death on the btattlefield
— in an egsentizlly rellcious war which he himself hed
mrged == geems & striking confirmation of Christ's warning:
"For all they that tmite the sword chall perish with the
sword® (ikt, 26:52).

After his Geath, the refamed mertiy could still heve
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gained the victory. Eut they were dlsupited, and eesch
city aspired to be the metropolis of a propoged confederw-
ation - and 20 w8 ‘Jenlpug of the cthers, Consequently,
they were forced to conclixe & humiliating peace, and had
to yisld some of the galns they lad rrevicusly mde
(Rurtz, p. 289).

-y

Thuss' we sse dlylsion among the followers of Zwingll,
and an even grepler 4division between them and the

Lutherans, That same spirit of mutusl antosenicsm has
possessed many of their Protestant successcrs to this day,

Cne has only to lock about him 0 see the hurdreds
of differing Protestant churehes, Om oceasion, for a
show of unity, they call themselves, collectiyely, the
"Church of Christ." But they are pot of ome spirit by
any means.

At the very begioning of this division among the
Protestant churches, dartin Luther wes willing to fage
m foct. Referring to Zuingll axd his follomers, he
said: "Either one pexty or the other must pecessspily
be working in the service of Sastan; the retter dces not
admit of discussion, there i3 pg possibility of coorromise”
(Alzog, Unlversel Higtory, p. 352),
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Thus began the religicus division am gonfugion of

our times. Owr purpesg is to determine If this Protestant
system - or anv pert of b — is a genuine restoraticn
of the g true Church Jesua Christ said He would bulld,



CBAPTER IX
THE REFORRATION UHDER JOHN CALVIN

John Calvin now enters the Mefornetion drama, Although
influenced by both Luther and Zwingli before him, the
powerful irpress of his mind and perscnality shaped the
doctriral system of the reformed congregetions for
generations to come (Ruartz, P, Z04~E).

Like lather and Zwingll before him, Calvin was
trained for the Cathollc priesthocd. Thus, he too had
deeply ingrained 1n his mind reny concepts imparted by
_ the Romen church, although his doctrinal break with the
rarecy waes more complete than Luthert's had been.

It is significant, nevertlsless, that the tiree most
prominent lesders smong the early refomers were all
trained es "Romen®™ theologlans before entering cn their
reformatory activities. Perbaps thils fact may excuse, in
part, the fact that they all retained many pegan concepts
and traditions which hed crept in the Romen system during
the Dark Ages. |

While Zwingl! was busy transforming the religious and
pelitical life of Switzerland, John Calvin wes still a
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youth -- training for the Cathollc priesthood.

Calvin s & Frenchman, and he vas born in the year |
1509, at Noyon, in Plecardy. His father was a fiscal agent.
and Calvin was educated with children of noble birth. When
but twelve years of age, he was eppointed to a chaplainey
with an income sufficient for his support.

Soon after, he wes sent to Paris to study for the
priesthocd, but his father later changed his plans and
wished Calvin to become & lawyer., He then went to (Qrleans
and Pourges, and studied under celebratad doctors of the
law. He was such a brilliant scholar that he wes often
invited to take over In a professor's absence.

At this time, he came under the Influence of a
relative, Peter Clivetan, who s the first Protestant
to translate the Bible Into Mrench. By studying the New
Tegtorment in the orlginal, his interest wms further
strengthened in the Protestant doctrinss.

Not long efter publishing 2 lesrned humanistic
treatise an the writings of Seneca, his "swlden conversion”
== 88 he later described it - took place., He now desired
to throw himself upon the mercey of God, end began an
earnest study of the Bible (Fisher, Ine History of the
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Shrdstlsn ooreh, p. 319).

Calvin retwrned to Poris and socn becare a recognized
lesder of the Protestents there, Persecution drove him
out of the city, and Calvin evemtumlly settled for a time
in Protestant Fasel.

It w8 at this time tmt the French roperch, Francis
I, w8 trylng to get the ald cf the Cerzen Lutheran princes
against the empercor, Charles V. In order to justify his
persecutions of French Protestants, he eccused them of 21l
the lawless farmticism of scme of the extreme Amabaptist
sects.

This called forth from Calvin an elmborate defense
of his Freoch fellow believers, This work wes intended to
prove the falsity of these charges, and to set forth the
Protestant bellefs in 2 systematic and loglical wmy that
might win sympathy from the king and others to the
reformers! cause (Rurtz, pe. 302).

Salvints “Tngtimtes”

~ This work a3 entitled, "Institutes of the Christizn
Religion,” It vwes regarded o= & tremerdous contribution

to theolosy, and to literatire as well. No Freneh
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Protestant had yet spoken with such logle and power. This
work is still regarded as the most orderly and systemetic
presentation of doctrine amd of the Christlan life timt
the Reformation produced (Tallker, p. 382).

To briefly comprehend Calvin!s doctrine a2z contalned
in the "Institutes,” we con do no better than quote
excerpts from Valker!'s summery of Calvin?s position in
this work: "without Luther!s antecedent labors his work
could not have been done. It 88 Dufhert!g concaption of
Justificatlion by faith, amd of the sacraments &s gesls of
God's promiges that he'presents. lawch he derived from
Sutzer, notebly his exphesis ca the glory of God es that
for vhich all things are created, on glegtion 88 a doctrine
of Christlan confidence, and cn the consequences cf
election 23 & Stremucus endeaver after & life of conformity
to the will of Cod. 3But 21l is systermilzed amd clorifled
with a skill that ws Calvin?s own. -

MEants highest knowledge, Calvin taught, is that of
Cod end of himself. ZEnough cores by nsture to leave mn
without excuse, tut adequete nowledge 1z glven only in
the Scriptures, which the witness of the Spirit in the
heart of the believing reader ctiests 2g the very voles
of Cod. The Seriptixes tesch thet CGod is goed, Lt the
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source of all goodness everywhere, (Obedience to Godts
will is ments pricel duty. As criginelly created, rEn
w3 good and capable of pbeylng God's will, but he lest
gocdness and power 2like in Adenmis fall, and is now, of
himself, gbsolutely Jlncarebls of goodpess., Hemce o work
of ren'z can rave any merit; and all men are in a state
of ruin meriting only dammetion, Froo this helpless and
heopeless conditicn soxe men ave undeservem rescued
through the work of Christ.”

"since all good 13 of God, and zen s upable o
4pitlate or regist bis coverpmlim, it folicss that the
reason scme are saved and others ars lost is the dlyine
shofce—electicn am reprodetion. For a reason for thet
cheice beyond the will of God it 13 gbsurd to Inquire,
gince God's will is an ultimete fact.”

"hree institutions hove been divinely established
by which the Christisn life i1s mintanined -- the ghurch,
the gacrmpents, end civil sovernpent. In the 1ast emalysis
the church consists of 'all the elect of God!; but it also
properly deactes 'the whcle body of manicind...who profess
to worchip cme God anpd Christ.t Yet there 1s no true
church 'where lying and falschocd hzve usurped the
aseendancy, '™ (Telker, p. 392-3948“.\
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! p Posit 2X

Te can see that Calvin's doctrine of justification
by faith along came from Luther, Yet Calvin ¢id belleve
thet & "saved® person is to produce mmﬂs a
ne/cessary frult of his conversion.

Calvin emphasized man's responsibillity to follow the
law of God es a guide to the Christisn life (¥alker, p.

293). However, in ;o gopse did he meen this to inclde m}%w
R v ]
the letter of the Ten Comeniments, ut only the Hepirie?

of Cod's marel lew as it came to be defined dy Calyin. In
actwml practice, as ve shell see, there vere pany flmes
vhen this led men to byesk btoth the letter and the spirit
of the literal Ten Cmmeuts. Ve shall cite eramples
of this later. '

without question, the foupdatiomal pringinle of
Calvin’s entire theologiczl systen is hig doctrime of
mredestismtion,. In 1t; all other things were made to
conform to the irrevecable will of God. 4As dié Luther,
Calvin Gerived meny of his idess on thile subject from

tugustine (Fisher, Histore of fhe Corlstian Church, p.321).

In the section ca predestination of his "Institutes
of the Christizn Seligion,” Calvin dogmmtically stetes!
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"No cme wvho wlohes to be thought religious fayes cutright
wdemmemmmmsmmr
the hope of life, and comdemns others to eternel @eaf,tlz",,
3y predestinetion we mean the etermel decree of God, by
vhich he hes decided in his om zind wmt ke wishes to
noppen in the case of each individusl, For gll pen are
ot created on an gauel footlne, but for gome SUTAL
life iz pre-crdained, for others sternal demmetion...”
(Bettenson, Doguments, p. 302).

A8 the Protestant histeripns themselves tell us,
his is the essence 0f Calvinism}

Let us consider the peanlne of these dogmtic asser=
ticns., First, Calvin says tiel ell men are nok erented
sl before God. But the apostles Peter and Paul were

both inspired to write: "Cod is pg resmecter of versons”
(Acts 10:34; Rorens 2:11).

Hext, Calvin tells us that - remrdlecs of =yt ey
ZEy de -=~ stie men ere absolutely prefefermingd for etermel
aaln, others for eterrel dgpratlion.

Salvinls Ides of Predegtination.

Thus ge £iné thet the terrifying propositicon thetl ren
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are horp to be "soved" or "loet" wes one of the besle
tenets of Calvin's doctrine. Accarding to this theary,
voir are predestined from gll eternitv to either the Jdgvg
of heaven, or the torments of & Wurning hell, Of yor om
will, you are pot able to remgnt and be gopverted., This
1s gnly possible for those whom Cod ms "elected™ to grace,

Ag we have seen, Calvin also taught that cace e
Persam has been forgiven amd justified tirough Cirist,
he can pever fall ewmy. Viewlng this g‘asmally; it
moans trat no retter how gicked a "saved" person mdght
becone, no matter how utterly denrsved, hlagphemous and
roprohate he might be at the end of his days, e is
pevertheless foreordained snd bound to inherit the
unspeskable delights of hesven tiroughout gll eterpitv.
Those predestined to be "lost" are deoomed - as the
"reforTed" preachers would put it - to an eternity in
the dirnling, seresmins, horifvine torfues of & pever-
endlng hell.

Such was the doctrine of John Celvin, And this becams
the teachlng of the "reformed comgregsatlons as they later
gpread tiroughout parts of France, into Scotland, to
cther netlons of Zurepe, s finally - tlzrough the

PPurltanst -- to the New Englord statss,



Salvin et Gepeve

Shortly after publishing his "Institutes,” Celvin
visited for z btrief time in Itzly. On his wy beck to
Basel, he hal to pass tirouzh CGeneve. An gvent occanrred
here thet changed the course of his life,

In 15&, aftexr the Protestant defezatf at the ettle
of Ceppel, & reforming preacher pamed William Ferel md
come to Cemeve to revive the Protestant furces in their
city. Like Calvin, he Ied been driven cut of Fremce by
Cathelic persecutiom. Because of hls poperful anﬁ
unrestreined preacm.ng, he nad at £irst been expelled
from Geneve. But he later returned, and led the Protes-
tants to 2in cooplete control of this clty.

Because all "wyorldly” plessures amd entertainent
were banned by his religicus perty, 2 greet desl of strife
bad erizsen and the clity wes in twrmeil, Ferel, therefore,
kmowing the great ability of Calvin end his Ifnterest in
the Protestont czose, rersweded him to stay and help the
refarmed ety contrel the clity., (CGalvin st f£irst hed
sreferred the quiet seclusion of the gcholarly life,but
£innlly yielded when Fzrel werned thet "Ged'es curse” would

fall on hix 47 he refused te help.
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Calvin then set to work immediately. He composed a
catechism for the ingstruction of the young, and alded in
formilating 2 stringent set of laws which fortede the
pecple to pesr "vain® crpaments, pertieipste in fobnexicus”
sports or other worldly smusements (Fisher, The History
of the Christizp Chiunreh, p. 324).

But the Libertines, &s the opposing party was called,
soon grlned the upper hand and Yoplshed Celvin and Farel
frem the ¢ity.

‘i’his =8 1538, and Calvin went to Strassburg; wHhere
he spent most of his three yeers! abssnce from Ceneva,. He
tock cherge of & Protestant chureh for French refugees
there, and soon tock to himself a wife. It ws here also
that he formed o Jersonal acquaintance with lelanchthon,
who graduglly came over to his view of the Lovd?s Supper,
though he never dié on predestination.

He was now recalled to Cenevae to help the trliumphant
reforred mrty found & pplitical end goelegiastical
government upon the principles of thelir bellef, From here
on we notice Calvinls lncreasing involvement in politics
and resulting rellslois sirife (%elker, p. 597-398).



Calvin's Remum to Oeneve

Calvin returned victorious to Geneve in 154€1, and
set up 2 new polltical aml ecclesizsticzl order, It was
surorisingsly similar to the Catholic churchestate
relationship of ocbedlent r=etions within the Holy Roman
Empire.

The state wes dominsted by the religicus leaders, ax
wvas bound to foster the interests of the chirch, carry cut
itz orders, and to pumish or gxpeute all those who opposed
the established religion, Calvin had never rid himsels

of the Cztholic concept of the ghurch rulins the staie
and mizing in worldly pollitics,

ot only profeneness end drunkenness, but inmocent
ammements and the teaching of divergent theologleel
doctrinss, were geyerelv —munisbted, Nor was thls all.,
Trifline offences were visited with severe pemaltiss, It
ves impossible that & city of twenty thousand inhebitants
should rest content under such stringent discipline oo
such steorm enzctments, The elements of disaffection
¢isclosed themselves soon efter Calvin's retwmn. His
chief opponents, as before, were the Libertines" (Fisher,
The Eist
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Calvin tried to enforce this kind of dogpbic systenm
on the entire city from this time until his death.
Katipally, it could lsad to nothing dut irgubls, and
the chronicle of Calvin's later 1ife 1s rainly concerned
with his problems in trying to guporess tte cliy of Genewe
end ggeren its inhabitants into ylelding to his views,
There 1s no denying the fact thet he wes & kind of rell-
Zlous dletator!

Except for the famous case of Micheel Sez-vems; thich
will be covered In a later section, 2 detalled explamation
of the cruelty and pleor with which Calvin gnforeed his
systen ¢of bellef on the hapléss Cepevans 1s unnecessary.
The only thing thet needs to be sald 1s that the "fruits®
cf Calvin's teaching a¢ Ceneva meke a striking controst
to the Insplired statement of Fenl: "For the kingiom of
Ged is pot meat and drink; but rizitcousnegs, and pesce,
and Jgv in tho Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14:17).

The followlng sumery of the effect of Calvinls
Mtheocracy' on Geneve should movide ample bagis for
comperison:

let us glve a summry of the mest striking casss of
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¢iseipline, Severel women, among them the wife of Ami
Perrin, the coptain-genersl, were imrisgred for dencing
(=hich wms usuelly connected with excesses). Bonlverd,
the herc of political libverty, ant & frien of Calvin,
wes clted before the Consistery becsuse he hed played at
dice with Clement lEmrotf, the poet, forr & quart of wine,

A msn w8 mpished from the clty for three months because,
on heering an pgs bray, he sedd Jestingly: tHe mreys 2
beautiful psaim,! 4 young man wes pmished becsuse he

geve his bride & bock on housekeeping with the remerk:
This is the best Psalter.! A laly of Ferras wms expelled
from the city for expressing sywpathy with the Libertines,
end chusing C2lvin and the Consistory. Three ren who had
lnughed during the sermon were Amprisoped for three days,
lfpother had t© do publle pensnce for psglecting to comrmme
on ®ltsundey. Tiree chllidren were punished because they
rereined outside of the church &irdng the szermon to eet
cakes., A mn who swre by the "body emd blood of Christt
ws finsd el comdemned to stand for an hour in the plllery
on the mublic square. A child w5 whipped for c2lling his
mother & thie? en? & she=davil (éablesé)). L girl wms
beheaded for striiing her perents, t0 vindleote the disnity
of the £ifth comendment, A mpker was gpepented for
repezted adulitery, but he died renitent and praised God
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for the triuemh of Jjustice., A perscn maped Chapuls vas
Jrorisoned for fon days because he persisted In calling
his child Clawtde (a2 Romen Catholic saint) instead of
Abrghem, as the minister wmished, and saying that he would
goomer keep his son imbeptized for fifteen yeers. DBolsec,
Centilis, and Castelllo were gxrelled from the Republic
for heretical copinicns, Men end women were Murpt for
vitcheraft. Cruet was Mehended for sedition an? athelsm,
Servetus ws burnt for heresy and blssphery. The last 1s
the most flagrant case vhich, more than all others combined,
has expesed the nare of Calvin to abuse and execration;
but it should be remembered that he wiched to substitute
the milder punishrent of the swerd for the stake, and in
this point at least he ws in advance ¢of the public
cpinicn and ususl practice of his age” (Schefs, Hlstory
of the Chrisgien Church, vol. VIII, p. 490-482).

Schaffie plea thet Calvin's "mercy" ws in advence
of hls cge sounds scxewhat hollow when we reallze that he
ené the other reformers gopd the pamcy for the sne
brutelities and referred to Christls exzomple of love by
‘wWy of contrast.

Perheps we need to rexdnd curselves thet Jesus
taught Chrlstisns In this age: "Judge pot, that ye be not
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Juczed™ (Bt. 7:1). And &g@in: "I you forgive not men
thelir trespasses, nelther will your Fether forgive yoor
trespesses” (iet. 6:15).

This teaching certainly is in comtrast wth Calvin's
"theocracy' in Cenewe. Ve continue Scheffts descripticn
of that frightrul system:

"Me ofriciel acts of the Councll froum 1541 to 1559
exhibit a dark chopter of censures, flnes, lmprisonments,
ant executicns. During the raveges of the pestilence in
1545 wore than Lyenty pep and SOIRD ere burnt slive for
witcherasft, axd & wicked conmspiracy to spreed the hoarrible
Gisease. From 1542 to 1546 fifty-eight Judgments of deeth
and seventy-six decress of tenishments were passed, During
the years 1558 anxd 15589 the c2ses of various mnishments
for 21l sorts of offences amoumted to four hundred and
fourteen -- & very large moportion for & population of
20,000" (Schesr, p. 492),

Thus we see that Calvin was willing not only to minish,
but to grecite thoge who falled 0 go elong with his
theologlicel gycten. Two meare efter the bhurning of
Servetus, the Libertine party in Cemeve made & last
Ceternined effort to overtlrow the religious hierarchy
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that Caivin had sget up. They first attempted intrigue

and gecret diplomecy, but finally resorted to aymed
conflict in By of 156G,

But Calvint's forcees were the stronger, and this last
rebellion tos & death-blow to their party, lany now had
to flee for their llves fron the "justice” of Calvin
(=lker, p. 400).

At this peint, w should take note of the fmet —
es evidenced by the foregoing examples of Calvin's systenm
- that he ses the primery reformer who stressed the idea
that ren are to forgake all Dlcnswre in this 1life,

Therefore, &s m'm\r@ seen, such Wwrifling things &8
card pleylng, dancing, Jesting and theatre-golng were
tfeated as rplor slps. In meny cases, Ceumcvals religious
courts would punish such en offender with public ilooning
or even possibly death! ' |

These harsh measures were the result of the gopeent
thaet God 1s a stern, unrelenting Judge who wishes gll men
to gulfer. He frowms upon eny of the common pleasures of
mn, Xost pleasing to Him is o life of berrennoss, noverty
end goVeriic.

Perhops without reallzing it, thousemds of Protestants
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to thiles day mve been influencel by thls concept ant have
& feelincs of suilf ever regeycing meny of the lnnocent
pleesures of life, The strict "blue laws” of the New
Englend Puritans 1s an example of this, and the sare
terdency erong meny of the stricter Protestant sects is
evident tc thiz &ey.

It i3 well to0 reslize timt this teaching did pot
come from the Bible, For the most part, it came from

Join Colvin's rigid pid.
Calvinds Iast feve

After the Libertine rebellion hed been crushed,
Calvin waeg the umdisputed master of Gereva. In 1556, he
founded the "Cepeva Acedemy™ == later to be known as the
University of Gemeve. It Soon tecere the greetest center
cf theclogical instruction in the Reformed commmitles,
as Glstinguished from the Lutheran.

Those in all petions who were strugmling to advance
the ceuse of Reforped Protestantism lodked to Cerevs for
instruction ard support. It became the greet semirmry
from which ministers went forth to France, the Netherlands,
Englend, Scotland, Germeny znd It2ly. Almost o= an
> mierm of Geneve, Czlvin, 58 Hausssr comente,
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"acquired and mointained mare power than ws evar exercised
by the most powertul popes"”
DP. 280). |

To the emd, Calvin lsbored diligently in preaching
and writing., He came 1o lcgk upon the sprzed of the
Protestant chimches over the world as being syncnymous
with the coming aof the Xinslom of Cod.

"Here 15 cne of the most significent differcnces
between Calvin and the previous refomers. He rejectad
their expgctatlim of the gpeedy coming of the Lod and
projected the final cataclysn into an Indefinite futire,
Iuther lccked wist™illy for the end of the 222 before hls
owmn demise and the Anmabaptists often et dates. But Calvin
renewsd the role of St. Augistine who termimated the early
Christizn expectation of the speedy coming of the Lord and
envisaged successlive ects In the historical dramm in vwhich
Ibe Chureh gcemg mell-nldl o be souated with the HElneiom of
Goé. Even so Calvin substituted for the great end
imminent dey of the Lord the drear of the Holy Commonmenlth
in the terrectrisl sphere, Its erectiqn depended upon
DurEn acents, Cod’s chosen instruments, the elect”

Pzinton, g _Sixteenth Centiryv, D.114).
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This sttitude caused men to becore 50 absorbed in N
what we today mist sadly speek of as "clurehianity,” that
they failed fo =row into more spiritml truths than
Calvin hed fourd ané to correct his peculisr errors. It
also caused a notable Jagk of interest amd upderstandlng
of the provhotic portions of the HEible which has persisted
to this day.

3 !‘;1&

23 LIl P 9., JIROY P} Wb
P Hig eotrines

¥ will not attempt to cover In dstzil maapmad of
Calvinism, or the Reformed theology, to other lanmisg,
because the doctrinal mitiern remaired substantially the
sgoe. The same gpirdt suided the moverent everywhere,
Indeed, the Neformed churches to this day 5till besr the
indelible stasp of Calvin's powerful mind and persmality
(Walker, p. 400).

"From Ceneva Calvinism spreed into France, Hollamd,
England, Scotland, and Mew Epgland. The patierm of Censva
could mot te reproduced in these lams, at least not at
the outset. A single city might be turned into & seleet
commmity., In the care of an entire land this wes a very
difricult mmiter. Eventually the ideal was most nearly
achieved in Scotlan? and Hew Englane® (an; P. 1281).
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¥hen we read of the pubiic HMiinnine post and of
buraine peonle &t Mg stake In the “purdtan” New England
settlements; we may realize that this ms Just a
contimat lon of Calvinls gystem. As 1llustrated in New
England, erd with John Knox in Scotland, Calvin's
acherents tried vhenever possible to fiyle or &t lesst
donnete the politicel governnent end the entire populaticn

Even to the time of Calvin's decth, his mind ves
alert znd sherp, althouwh his body wos mested with disease,
then he felt his time hed come, he sent for the Semnte, in
vhose deliberz=tlonc he hed so often partlelipated and
domimted., He wrged 1tz memders to gugrd the Stele froem
reny enenles who 2till threctened it.

Shertly after, he died peecefully. Eis fellow
oters were full of grief, for his great persomnlity
hat inspired them all - 2nd his denth left & vecturm which
no one else could £111, His domdpent plng end Depsomlity

e such thet "he exeited the most profound adpiration in
sone, ond an eelly profmmd gyersicn In otiers” (Fisher,
The PRstory of the Chrdstiar Clireh, Do :""%)\

20 v \ Bonen 3 T & e &,
Thic wvery gomingace of Luther and Calvin wg In meny
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®=ys & b2l thing. TFor it led men to ggeept Fithout
question thelr doetrine e mectlice - rEver thinking to
Irove these ideass 4Gy the Holy wWord of God. |

| Actunlly, 85 we have seen, many of the fspets ard
gotims of the leading reformers are gg 2 repoved from
the teaching and practice of Chrlgt and the apbstles as
would seem possible in & civilized religious societyl

Perhops the Protestant doctrine wes en improvement
over the corruptions of the Romen chizch and its author-
iterisn popes. But ROY mugh Of &n improvement was 1t?
Was 1t & genulne restorotion of the apegholic faith amd
oractice?

Zven & respected Trotestent historian has stated:

Prrotestantism deposed the infallible pope in & large
=rt of Durope and it did well. It wes, unforturztely, too
mach dispeczd $o m=ke m&m:mgmmam
Tt place Zuther and Czlvin, the Infellible theologians,

1o the nlzge of Christ Hirsels es an suthority that could
not be geinsnld., This tendency wes, perheps, its strenpth
ot & time of conflict, vher it avalls much to have intense
bellefs end no dowbis, to merch and to battle a2t the wmorgd

ef commend. U wos & sowrce of weaknesg ané stagmeticon
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when the battle was over and theology became more a ratter
of accepted Gogma than & c;-eed to live by and fight for.
Galvinism, 1ixe Lutheranism, degenmteq into a sort of
scholesticisn agninst }em.ch it =ad been, In part, 8
mrotect.” (&ciianon, Calvin ar 1

NS
As Mackinnon has wisely cbeerved, Protestants today =
instesd of open-~mindedly seeking for mere fruth -- have
"accepted dogmes™ which they strive to defend in the
manner of medieval scholastics. Cod commands ust "Grow
in mace, end In the Xuowledre of our Lord and Savieur
Jesus Ctrist" (II Peter 3:18).

Protestants will agree that the Catholic popes were
one to error. But, 8s W have seen,.tney have tended
to reke Infalllible popes cut of Iather, Calvin erd the
octher ecrly reforsers., After vt we have seen and learned
thus far, 1s this logilecal or reasomeble?



CHAPTER X
THE ENGLISH REVOLT

The third key reformtcry moveent which peeds o be
considered as distinet in itself is that which tock place
in Englard. It was s reformation by forse even mere than
tat under Johm Calvin,

The sc-called "reformaticon™ in England was due almest
entirely to the actions of e man, Hemry VIII. Since,
under his Influence, the Epglish revolt jroduced po
cutstarding religious lenders and very fevw distinetive
doetrines, a3 detalled analysis of its progress is oot
necessary for an understanding of itz unigue place in the
Feforzation as 2 whole., Tet, an unferstanding of its
princizel gristins and regnlis 1s isportant 0 aid owr
cooprehension of its later inflosnes on the English
speaking peoples of the world.

‘¥hen Fenry VIII ascended the frone of England in
1509, it wes slready an established royal policy for the
kings to control most ecclesiestienl appointmenta, &nd to
£i1l eny of the ghief politice]l nosts with hlghly educsted



167
churchmen., Nawtirslly, this led to peoy abussg, and often

encouraged groed, dlshogesty and worldly shreminess in the
higher clsrgy.

This gituetion also tended to subvert the religious
allegiance normally felt Ly the Roren clergy toward Rome.

. It was replaced, through political office and interest,

by & feeling of pnticnnl lowalty. This wms further
strengthened by a growing patiomal antagonisn to all
foreign encroachments, paml or otherwse (Falker, p. 401).

Under such circurstances, Lt was ot at all diffieult
for Henz:;r VIII, & young, handsore, brillisnt and valn
ponareh, to smay and Intimidete the English Catholic
clergy sccording to his whims.

Henry hod inherited &n ample treaswry frem his father,
Henry VII, and enjoysd immense populerify with his subjects.
Zut veczuse of a pollitiesl alliasnce wlth the Spanish,he |
ed been pledged by his father to rmrry Catherine of Amgcn,
the deughter of Ferlnsod and Isabella of Spalin, Actwmlly,
cghe had first been his clder brother's wfe, though it
ws seid that the mrringe ws never consumznted before
Lrthurts eorly death. .

Catherine wes abhout gix years clder than lienry.
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Although thiz bad seemed to make little dlfference at
first, scme fifteen years later the pessionate, self-
willed momarch found himself marrled to a fat, prematurely
aging wepan of forty. EHenry began to look around and for
many years satisfied his passions with a gerles of

plstresges. This might have centimued indefindtely but
for two circumstances.

First, it appears that Henry became especially
enamcred of Amne 2oleyn, and that she insistsed on becoming
his yife. Secondly, only crne of the six children Catherine
~ had borme him survived infeacy =- & girl, lary. A women
hed pever ruled Epglapd before, and Henry mey have feared
thet the absence of a male heir to the throee would lead
to civil wer. He waated another womRn, and 8 =ale helr
(Bausser, p. 170-171). |

About the year 1526, Hemry applied to Rome for a
declaraticn declaring the nullity of his merriage to
Catherine. He based his eppeal on the fact that she had
first deen his decessed brothert?s wife, and that &8 paral
8ispensetion had been granted to allow him to merry her,
as this relaticnship normmlly constituted an impediment
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to marriage eccording to Catholle law.

Henry pom wished to have this dlspensation, and
consequently his merriage, declered invalid., He tried
to gain the support of Thomas Wolsey =- whom he had made
lord chanceller, and Pope leo X had mede & cardinal,

Up to this point, Wolsey mad been Benry's right-hand
men. But he was also the pgpe's rerpresentative, and was
trying to protect himself by steering a middle course.
in the matter. Consequently, the matter was delayed -
the pcpe and Wolsey hoping that Henry might change his
mind.

This proceeding soon exhausted the king's patlence,
and he was advised by Thomas Crenmmer and Thomes Cromwell
to put his cese before the universities of Eurcpe. This
Henry ¢id, using hriberv abread and thregets at home to
gain a pertis] endorsement from scme of the Protestant
scholars and theologlans for hls divorce (Fisher, The

Reformation, p. 319).

In the meantime, Henry dismissed Cardinal %olsey
on trumped~-un charges, and the dlsgraced cardinal died
on his wy to be tried for treepson. From the beginning,
Henry w=s willing to xill those who copposed his uphridled
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Lugt for women and power,

Henry now bullied the English Perlisment into passing
measures which stated that he ves "the Protector and
Surreze Heed of the Chureh and Clergy of England®™ after
vhich wms added, after a long debate, "as far as is-
permitted by the law of Chorist."” He then caused Farllament
to pass lams forbidding the introduction of papal bulls
into England, and cutting off the papal reverues frem
England (Ihe Feforration, p. 320).

¥hile his case was gtill pexding at Rome, Hemry
rushed thrcigh & hesty divorcs and secrstly "married”
Anne Bolsyn on sbout Jamumry 25, 1533. It seems evident
that he had already eptered igto illeml relations pilh
| Ler because on September 7 of the same year she bore &
daughter, Elizsbeth, later to be queen (¥alker, p. 403).

Soon efter, Henry's pew fayorite, Thomes Cranmer,
g appointed as Archbishop of Cantertxxry. On ey 23,
he held an escclesiastical court and formmlly adjudeed
Herryls marriage to Catherine pull end ypid,

The insvitabie result of all these actions wms soon
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forthcoming. On July 11, 1833, Pope Clement VII lissued
a bull excommunicating Hemry., EHenry replied in kind, and
socn cbtained from Parlliament statutes forbiddivng all

Ievrents to the pope, directing that all bishops wre

- now to be elected on the kingts nomination, and doing

ewey with all other recognition of papel authority (Fisher,
The Feformatlon, p. 320-321).

In Rovember of 1534, Parliament passed the fameus
Supremecy Act. In it, Homry and his suecesscrs were
declared "the only supreme head in eerth of the Church
of England," without gny quelifying clauses, &nd with
full pomer to redress "heresles" and "shuses® (Pettensoen,

~ Docurents, p. 322).

The bresk with Rome ves now complste. Although 1t
=S primerily & matter of Henry's own gelf-will, 1t could
net have been accomplished without the stroag retionsl
feeling and dlslike of papal suthorlty already growing
emong the English people.

Whet now mde the breach with Rome lrrepareble was
the policy Henry now proceeded upon of gopfiseating the
Donepterdes and abbey lends, and dlgtributing part of the
plundered reolth emong his courtiers end friends (The
Beforration, p. 321). °
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"For his work, Bermry had found & new agent in Thoms
Cromwell (14857-1540), a men of very humbla origin, a
soldier, merchant, and meney-lsnder by tirns, of whom
Folsey had mede much use as & busiress and perllamentary
agent. By 1531 Crommell wes of the privy council; in
1534 mster of the rolls; and in 1536, leyman that he ws,
vice-regant for the King in ecclesiastical affairs, Hemry
was hungry for ecclasiastical property, both to meintain
his levish court and to create and reward adherents --
the Reformation everyshere was mried by these confiscae-
ticns == and late in 1534 he commissicned Croaomell toO
have the momasteries visited and report o their conditlon.
The alleged facts, the truth or f2lsity of shich ia still
a disputed matter, were lald before Parlisment, which in
February, 1538, adjudged to the King, *his helrs and assigps
forever, to 4o and use therewith his srd thelr cwn wills,?
all monastic establishments having an income of less than
twe hundred pounds anmnually. The number thus segquestered
wes three hundred and seventy-six” (Walker, p. 404).

It is significant to note, 2s Valker stales, that it
=5 a comuen prectice among the Protestant princes and
nobles to gopfiscate the yealth of the Catholic Church
vherever possidble, It is evident that most of thesa'
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influentisl "Protestants®™ were much more concerned with

eoriching themeslves then with any theologlcal clmnges
that might e made, In fact, Hem'y's break with Rome
resulted in practically pg chepse ¥iiever In dectrine
except the rejection of paral authority and the substitu-
tion of the English monsrchs as "hesd” of the church.

The entire situation developed primerily because of
Herry's gexual Isssion and Just for pover - ot as &
result of earnest men seeking to restore Scriptural truth.

_ : / /
Sia 7/1%/ /Le/ﬁ' e
b letr wed,

-

During this, s & number of religicus leaders had
been influenced by the work of the Reformation on the
continent. One of them, Wiiliam Tyndale, transiated the
Héw Testement into English, However, he wes umeble to
have it published In Englend., So it was published on the
continent In 1528, end meEny coples found thelr wey to
Englend, althogh churchly and civil authorities tried to
suppress it.

This placing of the Bible in the hands of the people
helped prepare the wy for later doctrinal changes along
Iatheran lires, But for the time beling, the Roman Catholic

dogme was to be enforced (Talker, p. 404=40S),
| 7

7
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King Hemry's omn religlais attitide, except for the
papacy, was that of Cathollc orthodoxy. At times, he
would make limlted doctrimal conmcessicna to please the
Gerzen Protestants when he needed thelr aupport. But in
1539, because of fears of FMrance snd Spaln, Hemry induced
Parlisment to pass the Six Articles Act. It meintained a
strict doctrine of transubstantiatlion, vows of chastity,
auriewlsr coanfesslion amd other Catholis practices (Fisher,
Ihe Reforxstion, p. 324).

Meanwhile, however, be proceeded to complete the
confiscation of all the momesteriles in 1539, and strengthen
his positicon es head of the chuwrch amd state., His gharing
of the geized zalth of the ecclesiastical properties dullt
up the fortures of the Protestant ruling class shose .
Dersongl lnterests now lay in continued separation fyom
Rome,

The true fact 1z that they were Catholles in deocirire
but FProtestant in thelr confirmetion cof Eenry's right to

substitute himself for the pope as head of the church and
to shere with them the hooty of ite plundersd monsateries
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conduct towerd his enemles 2nd, strangely, even toward
his wives, w@as a3 for repgved from Christian principles
gs would szeem possible.

In the summer of 1535, he cruelly executed two of
England's ablest scholars snd theologlans, Bishop John
Fisher and Sir Thomas Yere, because they refused to
endorse his supremacy over me“cnumn and clergy of
Englend., lany other notzble perscns pald xith iheir lives
for disagresing with Henry's views.

A helpful summary of Henry's vicicus conduct toward
his wives and nobles is given by Alzog:

"Henry was es atroclously cruel to his wives as he
s to his ministers and other subjects of inferior degree,
Caetharine of Aragon survived her repudiation a little less
than three yeers, dylng & most exemplafy death, January
g, 1526,. She was hardly laid in her grave, when Anne
Boleymn, who had taken her place in her husband's affectlons,
and wes the cause of sll her misfortunes, wes tried on
the charges: of adultery, Incest, and high trenson, declared
gullty, and beheaded on the green within the Tower, By 19,
1536, Crzamer, vho had formerly, 'in virtue of his

epostelic sutherity,! pronounced the merringe betueen
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Henry end Anns lawful anxd velld, &5 now callsd upon to
reverse his former decision, and, 'in the pere of Corist
2nd for ihe 2lory of God,! declared gt the same marriage
s and always had been mull amd vold., On the day of
Annets execution, &3 if to exmress his contempt for her
mencry, Hemry dressed himself in & sult of whits, axd o
the follcowing morming wes married to Jane Sgymounr, who
died (Cctober 24, 1537) in less than a fortnight after
giving birth to a mele child, subsequently knowmn 28
Edwerd VI, Berry wes next merried to Anne of Cleves in
the beginning of the year 1540, The merriage wes &
‘political one, brought about through the agency of Thorms
Crommell, who hoped to streangthen the Protestant cause
in England and ;rop up his omm pover Unrough the influence
of the new queen, who ¥es Inown to be a thorcughe-soing .
Lutheran, Deceived as to her beauty and personal
attractions, Henry married her only because he could not
well help himself, and, after living with her six months,
procured a diverce meinly on these grounds (July 13).
Eithin a month (August 8) he morried Catherdne Howard,
who, belng shortly afier charged with mmving committed
adultery, was prorounced gullty, and behesded February 13,
1541; Henry'!s sixth 2nd last wife, Catharine Perr, was
on one occasion peerly losing her head for venturing to
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differ on theological questions with the Head of the
Church of England; but quickly detecting her mistake, she
escaped the royal vengesance by adroitly flattering his
great wisdem and theolog*.cal leerning, expressing her
most humble submissicn to hls judgment, and professing
that In differing from him she had only desired to draw
him into a heated discussion, because vhen animated, he
seemed to forget the pain of the malady from whlch he
s suffering. By this clever expedlent, Catharine kept
her head on her shoulders, and had the good fortune to
outlive the brutal nomster, who dled in 1547,

Y9%- relgned for thirty-eight years, and during

t time he ordered the execution of twb queens, two
cardinzls, two archblshops, eighteen bishops, thirteen
abbets, five hundred priors and monks, thirty-eight
doctors of dlvinity and laws, twelve dukes and earils,
on2 hundred and sixty-four gentlemen, e hundred amd
twenty=-four commoners, and one hundred and ten ladiss®

At the death of Henry VIII, the great body ¢f
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Englishmen stood with the late king in desiring pg
songidersble ghanze in doctrine or worship (Walker, p.
408). But despite this fact England was t0 witness the
introduction of many Luytheran teachings auring the reign
of EQwerd VI.

Uptn Xis ascension, Zdwerd s gnly nipe years of
gze., The Duke of Somerset w3 imrsdiately created

IDrotector end headed the goverpmental cocuncell, He wes
& man of Protestant sumethies end wes e frient of the
dispossessed lower ag’ic::lﬁral c¢lagses.,

Under the influence of Somerset and Archbishop
Cranmer, & number of changes In doctrine and warship were
introduced.,

It wes at this tice thaet the Six Articles wererepmhd
and the reel basgsic doctrimes of the Church of England were
fremed. Cranmer was & thorough-goling Protestant ia his
sympathics, emd brought over & number of Lutheran
Iheglosiens for advice end counsel,

Iawme enforcing the celibacy of the priesthood wre
now repealed, Communion with both the bresd end wine for
the congregsation wes Introduced, follewing Luther, The
use of English In the church services wes gmde randatory,
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and help in formalating prayer books and liturgles wes
given ty the continental reformers” (Fisher, The History

] C] D. 357-8).

During this period, the basis of English Protestantlsn
ws definitely established. IRut, 68 we have seen, 1t wes
the Protestantism of the Cerrpn refomers that wes brought
in on &2 Umited scale,

The plans for reformation came to an sbrupt halt
with the early ¢eath of Edward VI in 1553, &nd the atcese-
sion of the Catholic GQueen l&ry. DBeceuss of the conniving
of som of the Protestant noblemen, lary even hed the
sympathies cf mest of her Protestant subjects when che
came to the threme (Welker, p. 405).

Yary proceeded wth cauticn at first upen the astute
advice of her cousin, Zumpercr Charles V. IDefore long
Zerllament yeversed Atself and declared the merrisge of
her mother to Henry velid., The shilmgical attitude of the
nonarche and political leeders of Epgland toward the
myTiage gtate is appalling. Thelr acticns are but &
ghereful peredy of Christ's words: "vhat therefore GO
- hath Jjoined together, let not IEn mub ssunder” (imrk 1C:9).
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Also, these actions certainly indicate that the

hearts of the REritish pecple were pot Sirengly pergusded
about thelr new Protestant "faith” at all. As one English
scholar cynicslly comments: "With Perliament lery hed no
girficulty. As a8 contamporary iroanilcally cbserved, they
would have voted the establishment of the lghgmetan
relizion with equel alacrity and zeal at the bidding of
the Cueen” (B=bington, The Refo ', De 286).

With llitle gvpositicn, lery persuaded Parliament
to repesl the ecclesisstical legislation passed under
Edwerd's reign, and public woarship mes restored to the
forms ¢f the last yesr of Benry VIII, But Crarmer ws
now mprlsoned, and mny of the more earnest Protegizpts
Lled to the contirent,

At this time also, lary cantracted & marrisge wmith
Philip, scﬂofﬂ@erﬁ'bharles V, 2and soon 0 be Philip I
of Spain., Feer of Cathollec and Spanish domination mde
this an exceedingly unmonular pRITdass with lary!s sublects,
and she loct much public support through this sctiom

The English ncbles now feared the loss c¢f the church
rroperty they hed gelzed, &end a series of mutincus
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uprisings tock place. During much of this time, 1t wes
- difficult to tell whether their Protestant sympathies or
their English patimaliom mrovoked these incldents
(Yausser, p. 589).

"Bloody" inry now began the extermination of her _/WJ )
enemies, e in Februery, 155¢, Zif4v pecole were Gugf.
The entirely innocent lady Jere Crey and her husterd,
the Duke of Suffolk, were both gxgeyted for alleged
conspirecy agrinst the crowm. LEry had nsver regarded her
gister Elizcbeth with much affecticn, so ghe ws imprisoned
- in the Tower, But through zll these yeers, Ellzabeth
udently avoided anything that would arouse lery!s
suspieiocn of her, and 50 kept her life (Fausser, p. 570=
573},

Even at the begluning of this persecutlen, the English
nobles and Parliament were still ready to glve wm their
Protegtentiom end "to regulate the Church axd her doctrine
In accordance with the Popels pleaswrs if no one would
Interfere with the gigtribution of CHICh Dronertyes "
(fmusser, p. 571). It should certainly be plain that
these nobles were more concerned wth thelr limg for
wealth and power then they were in trying o £find true
religion.
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Cnce Mary allowed the erstwyhile Protestants to keep
the geized church Ironerty, Parliament readily consented
to render obedience to the Pope and to renew the edicts
2gainst heretics. MNow those who eontinued to oppose the
Roman religion began to be persecuted in fnll foree. In
the three years befpore lary's death, sbcut two hundred
and seventy Protestant ;’Ee!‘etics" vere burped at the e,
gtake, among whom were fifty-five women and four ehildren
(Bausser, p. 571).

leny of these comson people were falithful to thelr
Protestant convictions to the end. Their spiritual
leader, Thomes Cranmer, who had been Archbishop of
Canterbury under Henry VIII and Elrerd v:, wve not “quite
as constant. He recanted of his Protestant sympathies
under Gueen Mary, in hope of gavinz hig life. But cnce
it was determined that he should die anywy, his corage
revived, He disavowed his former recantaticn, decleared
thet he was & Protastant, and dled with dignity. As
Fisher states: "What course he wuld have pursued had
he been permitted to live, it is jmmosgible to tell.s.e’ —
(Ibe Refommetion, p. 328).

Under l=ry, the governzent persecm:e& the Protestants
like criminzls, This meturzlly develcoped a patred of Hore
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among the English people. JHgt because of true relligious
feeling, but in a political sense, the idea now erose that
"erotestantism and English nationallty were jdentical®
(Hausser, Dp. 573).

Thus, when we resd of the staunch "Protestant”
feelings among the English peoples, we need to reallize
Biv. It became & spirit of English maticnalism in opposi-
tion to Rome. It is a pational religipn that has persisted
in England to our dey. And, ag any informed student knows,
itz course has alwmys depended more on polltics and power
than on sincere religicus motives.

The English people continued in a partial state of
reheliieon until thelir Catholic Queen iAary died in November,
1558, The retion row welcomed her sister, Ellzabeth, to
the throne (Pisher, v
De Z62),

Elizzbeth soon established herself, as Henry VIII mmd
done, asg heaed of the Church of EZnglend., But, since the
title, "Supreme Head," had seemed objectiongble to
Cetholics, she vas now styled "Supreme Governor” of the
mationzl church (Valker, p. 414).
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NHow, step by step, the Protestant principles fomerly
establishad under Edward VI were reintroduced. By the
Aet of Uniformity, 1559, the Prayer Book of Edwerd VI was
restored for use in all the churches. All persons were
reouired to attend the paticnmal chirch under penalty and
fine, except fr "lawful o reascrable excuse (loncrief,

Eabington comments upon the hypoerdtical chanseablo=
pegs of the "religious® situation in Englamd durdng this
time, "Thus within the space of & few years the English
Parliament for the ihird tlme formslly recanted its
religicus belief, It is vain to give any creditable reason
for this emmzing fact. To suppose that in making these
changes the hereditary legislators and the represeantatives
of the English pecple were sweyed by spiritual zeal or
religious conviction would be the helsht of sbsyrdity”

(The Reformmtion, p. 299).

Although Queen Elizabeth hersslf dgminated in
religlous az well ag civil affairs, intthew Parker was
now consecrated as Archbishop of Canterbury. Under his
direction, the foumrty-two articles cf Lolth orizinally -
formulated by Thomss Cranmer were reduced to thirty-aine.
In 1571, Parliament adopted them as the baglg of doctring
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of the Church of Englamd, They set forth "a type of
doctrine midway between Lutherznism amd Calvinism" (Kurtz,
Chureh Higtory, p. 215).

Actunlly, the religious bagls of the Church of England
wes more of a mixtire of Lutheranism, Calvinism and
Catholicism. But the Thirty-Nine Artlcles were primarily
based cn Lutheran confessions of faith (Lionecrlef, p. 339),
And, of course, lyther's theoary of Justification by falth
alope was held. Yet Calyin's doctrires on the "Lord?s
Supper” and on predegtinetion were, in the main, asccepted.

But pany Roman Catholie rituels, customs and gopcents
vere retained. "The Thirty-Nine Articles contain many

Protestant dogrms, but they also retain rueh of the Roman
cult" (Mencrief, p. 340).

Although there have been gome giteratlions from time

to time, the doctrines and form of rellzion established
at this time under Queen EZlizabeth rermain gsgentiallv the
gape to this dey in the Chureh of England (¥herey's Chureh

History, p. 240).

Surmery

It 1s not our purpoge in the present work to go into
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& detaiied history of the various splits and dlvisions of
the three main Protestant "trees.” As we have already
seen, Juther's deoctrines spread over most of northern
Cermany, from there meimerily to the Scandinavian ccuntries,
thence to the New World., Calvints theology eventimlly
dominatad in Switzerland, perts of France and Gerrmany, the
Ketherlands, and Scotland., Later, it too found ita way,
with adoptations, to Ameriea and mrticularly the New
Englant gtates.

Anglicanism held sway in its pure form only ia England |
itself. 3But throughout the British Commonweazlth and in
America it hes since taken the nsme "Protestant Episcopal®
end other forms, holding practically identical dbeliefs,

As a gilding prineinie, 1t 1s important to realize
that gvery pelor Protestagt bodv mist rightfully recognize
ag itz legitirete ancestor one of these Kgy reform move-
ments, And Lutheranism, Calvinism, and Anglicanism must
acknowledge that they all came, iIn the first place, from
the church of Rome,

Referring agzin to Englend, v @By safely state that
the three mein churches rising ocut of the "puritan® move-
ment of the seventeenth century - the Pregbyterlan, the
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Congregational, and the Beptist == all owe to Calvin the

mjor part of their doctrines, cusfoms and gopcepts.

The later lethodist movement under Jchn and Charles
Wesley @id pot involve any chenge in the basie doctrines
of the Church of England. It was only intended as a
reforration yithin the Anglican church, rejecting
predestination am emphasizing perscnal holiness end a
consciousness of & "witness of the Spirit™ in the believer

(Rurlbut, Ihe Story of the Christian Church, p. 177).

To the end of his 1ife, Wesley urged his folliowers
to reraln Jn the Church of England, declaring: "I live
and dle a megber of the Church of England; &md none who
regard my judgment will ever serarate from it" (Bettenson,

Decyrents, p. 361).

So it is clear that even the Church of England, sprung
frem Rome, herself 1s a2 parent of other religious bodies
holding the same basle doctripnes. The point we wish to
ermphesize 1s that all of the zmjor splits and dilvisions
within Protestant "Christendom” are agreed upon most of

thelir bagle dectrines, traditions, and religicus concents.
The significance of this will be considered later,

Retwrning to the English revolt, we find that the
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upcontrolled lust of King Henry VIII for women and power
resulted in a new religious body. The blunt truth is that
the "reformetion” in England wes gopcedved An lust, and
guided to success through Dolitical mressure snd force of
armat ‘

One eminent Protestant historisn sdmits: "The
remeriable feature of the Epgiish revoll 1s that 4t
produced no cutstanmding religious leader =- no Luther,
Zwing1ll, Calvin or Kz_mx. - Nor did it, before the beginming
of Elizabeth's reign, manifest any considerable spiritual
awekening among the pecp}.e.’ its jmgnises were political
and g " (velker. p. 415).

. As we have geen, the English revolt was concelved in
the lugt and gln of Henry VIII. It w23 promoted among the
pecple by & Spirit of pAtlopalism and sniagopiom toverd
Rome. 1% wes helped to success by the greed for the wealth
of the Catholic monasteries and lends wshich possessed the
| English nobility. And it wes placed on the throne by the
reyal reslization of the ypchecked pewer it conferred upon
the English moparchs,

It iz acknowledged that thls movement produced pg
Lellegious leadsr worthy of the name. There wms practically
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Do spiritusl swekenlnz among the people. Its motives were
political and soclal.

Let us face hopestly and gsoueyely the questions: Was
this a return to pure New Testament Christianity? Was it
a Spirit-led restoration of the "faith once delivered??

In the followlng chapter, the real pegning of 2ll
-that we have dlscussed, and the gngwers to these questions,
will be mmde plain.



CHAPIER XI
TEE EIBLE AND THE REFORMATION

¥e have examined the basic Loupdeticns of the
Protestant churches today. We have gone to the goures
of the "divided Christendcm™ of our time,

I there is any one thing that all religionists agree
upcn, it 18 in lamenting the fact that the Protestant
reformers heve bequeathed to us & religious "bedylen" of
monstrous proportions. For, as we have wen.. mearly svery
ma jor Protastant denomination mist trace its history =
directly or indirectly = from the Reformatlion af the
sixteenth century. Until that time, thelir reliziois
apeestors were all within the pale of the Romen Cathollce
Church. |

Jesus Christ said: "I will bulld gy Church" (i:t.
18:18). We can only imagine His reection at seeing
hundreds of {iffering churches all laylng claim to His
pame and approbation.

Ve wonder what might be the Jjudgment of Christ's
falthfl epostle who urged us "to keep the ppity of the
Spirit in the band of pesce,” and was inspired to state:



181

"There 1s gpe hodv, end one SpiriL, even as ye are called
in ope hope of your calling; Cng Lord, one faith, one
baptism, Ope God and Father of all, who is above &l11,
and through all, and in you all” (Eph., 4:3=6).

Needless to say, this upnlty is po% to be foupd in the
Protestant warld today. There ere panv faiths, and mEny
bodles, or churches. All too often, they express the
entagonien which Luther felt toward the Swiss refarmers:
"Yours is a different svirit....7e cennot acknowledge you
as bretiren" (Scharff,
VII, p. 645),

Jesus s2ld: "Ye shall lmow them by their fruits”
(izt, 7:16). It 1s en updeniable fact that the "fruit"
of the Protestant Refarration is the dlvided churchianity
of our day. Ve must say at the cutset that this is bad

flt.

Peul tells us that the Spirit of God produces uglty
- not division. Therefore, we should examine in retrospect
to see whiat the spirit wes, and wiat the potiveting factors
were, thet prbduced the religious confusion resulting from
the Reformation.
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ellonalisn opd Lugt

¥We have seen how ths spirit of patlioraliskp was
growing throighout Europe Jjust pricr to the Reform move=
ment. The people of Europe were tired of the religious
and firencial oppressions of Rome.

(Therefore, Luther immedistely gained a large following
amozig the Germen nobles end middle clags when be criled:
ive wers barn to be ZRSLETEr0e It 15 time the Zloriocus
Teutonic pecple should cesse to be the puppet of the
Romen pentife™ (Bettenson, Docupents, p. 278). And we
have seen how the English nobility were wedded to Henory
VIIIts "reformaticn™ hecsuse they had teen allowed to
Selze the peglil of the momastic lands aml establishments.
But in the latter case, as we have noted, thelr Parlis-
mentary representatives ghepeed their "religion” free
$ipes and "would have voted the establishment of the
Mchametan religion™ at the monmerch's bidding.

And 1t ws the gexsl lust of Henry VIII for Anne
Boleyn that very clearly merks the starting point of the
English revolt ageinst Rome,

Cf course, there 1s po foubt that meny thousmnds of
the common people in 21l of these countrles sincerely
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desired not only a release from the tyraanny of Rome, but
for a restoration of religious truth and religlous freedom.

But pecple follow thelr lesders,

So the real qtgstion iz not what might have happened,
but wet 414 hapren, and what motivated the political and
religions leaders of the Reformaticn.

"In the end, it v&s & patiomg] svstem of Refometion
that vas carried cut.... In those countries in which
the patiope] ard poiitlcs) stimulus ws absent o was
weak, the religious movement failed" (Plummer, The

] D. 18),

So we see that the spirlt of potionalism wes &
mior fector in helping the Reformation $o success. It -
i1s important to realize that this very exaltstion of
pations hes now resulted in the threat of huren apnihl-
lation in o timel '

For political, fLixepclal end pationellistic reasouns,
men revelted egrinst the chureh of Rome, They exalted
private judgment and reason. Amd in place of the Foren
authority vhich was supposed to represent §od, they have

placed patlonallstic authority -- amd the gzpds of rerd
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It is true thetl Luther and Calvin had personsl
religicus motivations. As w@ have described, Luther's
mind was tortured ®ith a perpetuml sense of mulit., In
his extrere emphasis on selvation by faith glope, he wms
trying desperately to devise some system where the Jaw
of Cod and the Jlustice of God would have no place,

But Luther's persopal spiritial uphesval would have
had little effect an Germany or the world had he not
appealed to the polifical amd fipmmcisl instincts of the
Cerzan princes. And 7it is true % say that the motives
which led to the Lutheran revolt weres to a large extent
geculer rether then spinmﬂ (Plumemer, p. 9).

Thus, we may say that the ariginal English revolt was.
motiveted almost entirely by lusk and greed. Amd whils
the reforms under Luther and Calvin contained an element of
religious conviction in the spiritual lesders, they
rimerily exployed the ppierialistic grlevenceg of the
rinces and the people as a8 stimuus to rebel agrinst
Fome., It wes a spirlt of peticelise which assured the
widestread suceess of those movements.

Then it came $0 a showiowm, the Protestent reforoers
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were as ready to resort to ylglence, hlogdshed and
persecution as their Roman Catholic adversaries. In any
discussion of the pethodg by shich the Reformetion
triumphed, this fact must be acknowledged.

Vie have already seen how Luther ypp the Cermen
princes to his cause. How he yged them to fight
Cathollicism and to persecute those who disagreed with
nim, is another matters And the smme principle mey
apply to Zwingli apd Calvin, and the political cauncils
under thelr sway, and t0 King Heary VIII end his subservient
Perlisrent znd nobility.

Do we remember Luthert!s ruving eppeal to the CerrEn
rrinces to "gmite, stransle, and giab, secretly or
publicly" those persants who had applied the principle
cf his teachings to their omm circumstances? Do w
remrber that he reversed himeelf In 1528, and szid thet
Christiens vere "bound" to resort %o erms to defend their
Protestant beliefs?

It is elso & fact that Luther agppreved the ergecution
end of the Ansbaptists and other sects who
relected his teachlngs. Comenting on the beheadling of
Argheptists in Saxony, he said thet "thelr comrage showed
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thet they were possessed by the devil" (Plummer, p. 174).

The same treetment was given those who did not go

along With the matiopal church gvstenm which mes forced
upon the English people. Besides the geveral hundred
nobles anx! conmoners who lost thelr lives through the
persoral asnd religious bigotry of Hemy VIII, cany
hundreds of others lost thelr lives under the reign of
his Protestaent daughter, Elizabeth.

These who refused to acinowledge the relizious
Burreracy of the Epglish monarch were dealt with as 1if
they were gullty of high treason., "Before 1568 tmelve
hindred Catholies h2d already fzllen victims to the
persecution. In England alme, during the last twenty
years of Ellzabeth's reign, cne hundred and forty-two -
rriests were hanged,dramm, and quartered, for their falth,
ninety priests and religlous 4ied in prison, ome hundred
end five were baniched for life, and sixty-two laymen of
consideration suffered martyrdom” (Deherbe, A History of

mj P' 484)-

And it wes not Just the monerchs who practiced
intoleronce in England, tut the Protestant relisicusg
lgaders a3 well, Durlng the reisn of young king Edward VI,
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Archbishop Cranmer persusded hinm to sign the destll zarrant
of two Armbaptists, one of thexm & mpan. They were bhigned
&% fhe stzke. In relating this, Schaff tells us: "Ihe
English Reformers were not behlnd those of the Continent

in the matter of lntolerance” (Hlatory of the Christian
Chureh, Vol. VIII, p. 711).

After Calvinlsm wes Introduced Into Scotland, those
wio professed the Gathoiic religion wore subject o the
Seeth penalty, and many peld with their lives for thelr
religlous beliefs (Deharbe, p. 425).

Remember that these people were victlms of Protestont
persecutiond )

Iy aprealing to Zirzgpelal or patlogalistic motlves,
and by getting into and dopinatinz the polltical nower,
the leading Protestent reformers were able to fores their
dectrines o the common people. Before gpining nolitieal
DOVEL, thé reformers all Insisted upon the jnalieneble
risht of every Christlan o search the RBible for himselfl,
ané to Judge 1ts teachings independently (Deharbe, D. 620). .
Dut once they were in power, yoe be to the Catholic, the
Anabaptist, o to any otler relligionist o continued to

insist upon this "inglienable right®l
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As ve Ieve seen, it mes the geme pictime umder John
Calvints "theocrzcy” in Ceneve, Switzerlend, Fisher
states: "Not only profaneness and ﬁmkénness, but innocent
amsements end the teaching of divergent theologicel
doctrines, were geverely punished” (The fistory of the
Christian Church, p. 325), Ve rave already cetalogied
some of the mnyngm_g_oz insgtances where people were
subjected to lmprigqument, to puhllc Flpping o to the
death penelty decause of scme lnnccent amuserent, or
because they dispareed with John Calvints religious ideas,

But gpe instonce stands cut shich wes defended by
almost gll the reformers of that day. It is one that we
should especially remember 2s an itstasding example of the
reasoning of the early reformers oo the sublect of rellgioss
toleration. It is the mertyrdom of Michael Servetus.

Servetus wes a ren about the same age a3 Calvin.
Althouzh he ms born in Spein, he mracticed medicine in
Frence amd 1s seid to heve anticipated Barvey's discovery
ct tné circulaticn of blocd, Then still a young man, he
published a book on the "errors of the Trinity.? In it,
he Glsegreed with the common doctrine of God as & Trinlty
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held by Catholles gpd Protestants alike. Hls position was
similar to that held by these of the Unitar:;an belief
today (Plummer, The Conti BaLion, De 170).

For teaching end writing about this doctrine, and
also for holding a divergent view on the exazct nature of
Cristts divinity, he w2 hated and porsecuted by Catholics
end Protestants alike,

Fleeing from the Catholic Inquisition at Vienna,
France, he foolishly pessed thraigh Protesmt Geneva.
Someone recognized him and reported his presence to Calvin.
who had him arrested and imprisoned (Plummer, p. 172).

As Servetus! trial bemn before the Calvin-dominated
Council, John Calvin wrote to & fellow reformer: "I hope
that the judguent will be sentence of death...." (Plumzer,
De 172).

Plucmer continues: "Af the trml»Calvin acted as
prosecutor and had no trouble in causing Servetus to
inceriminate himself hopeleSgSly.... It 1s e of the Amny
einful features in the case thaet At was distinctly to
Calvin's interest to get Servetus condemmed, for such @
triumh would greatly strengthen hls positlon in Geneva.
The case dragzed on, and, &8 in the case of Eolsec, there
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ws much correspondence with other authorities, both
ecclesiastical and eivil, in Switzerland. In the end it
seemed to be clear that Calvin's enemies hed falled, and
that Protestant feeling ws in favour of resmoving such a
rest ag Servetus from the garth., On October 28 he ms
sentenced t0 be turmed alive the next day. Calvin azsked
for a milder fom of death, but his request wes refused.
Through the clumginess of the executioner the agmies
of Servetus were rolonged, Hls last cry weg: YJesus,
Theu Son of the Eternal God, have pity on me,' end it has
been noticed that feterm=lt is the epithet, not of the
Son, but of Cod. The bock for which Servetus wes condemned
ws tied to his meck to be turned wWth him. It fell cff,
amd was rescued from the flamea, It may still be seen,
‘a ghastly memorial of Refarmation ethics,! in the
Ratiomal Library at Faris. '

"%‘h&ve always t0 rerember that in putting Servetus
to death, neither Calvin nor the Council nor the Swiss
Governrents vhom they consulted had any Jurisdiction
watever. Their action was lynch law of the most revolting

kKind" (The Contipents) Refrrmation, p. 172=173).

We notice thatl even the Protestant historlan is farced
to ackncowledge that one of the o gregtest of the
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Protestant reformers reserted to an illegel "lynch law”"
procedure in arder to degtroy & religlous entagonist!

The blunt fzuth is that this was nothing but
"respectabld purdert

Jesus Christ sald: "lgve your enemies, bless them
that curse you, 40 good to them that hate you, and ITRy
for them vhich despltefully use you, and persecute you"
(iBt. B:4d).

The apestle Paul wes inspired to srite: "Dearly
beloved, gvenga oot yourgelveg, but ratier give place
unto wrath: fa it 1z written, Vengeance is mine; I will
repay, salth the lord. Therefare If thine epepy hunger,
feed m%’gﬁms 12:19-20).

In very clearly indicating thmt the right of civil
Judging or condemning to death of cthers in spiritual
retters wag not glyen to f2111ble humen beings, Jesus
freed the womma taken in sdultery (John 8:11), He
commendeds "Judse pot, that ve be not judged® (lmt. 7:1).

Did John Calvin know these Scriptures? Did he
understand these minciples vhich nearly ell clvilized
men have gimee come to ecknowledge?

7
I



The Frotestant historians enswer: "He easily takes
the lecd emong the systeratic expounders of the Reformed
system of Christian dectrine." MCalvin's theology is
tesed upen & thorcugh kmowledge of the Scriptures” (Shat?,
Hlstory, Vol. VIII, p. 260-251).

Here wes a man who really Jney the Bible. Ee wrote
learned commentaries upon it, an! s thoroughly familiar

with the teaching snd example of Christ and the inspired
Hew Testament Church.

| Yet he was willing not only to condone, &ztmm
' gause a rmen t0 be burped 1o desth for disegreeing with his
religious doctrines, In the ebsolute sense of everymmc,
that Jesus Qrist tanght, stood for, and llved for, John
Calvin stonds condemmed as 2 ppderert

But di¢ he pegn to be? Re he glipcere? rms it a
Iash act carried out in the heat of passion?

To the lz=est question we rey answer in the peggtlve.
For after plenty of time for malure cmeiﬁeratim; John
Calvin scught to deferd this vile ect and Jugtify himself.
And, remerksble ag it may seem, o did eny of the other
leating reformers]
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In the year after the burning of Servetus, Calvin

dogratically asserts: "Fhoever small now contend that it
i3 unjust to put heretics and blasphemers fo death will
mowingly and willingly incur thelr very guilt. This is
not ls1d dom on humn au‘moi'i:y; it 1= CGod who speaks and
rrescribes & perpetuel rule for hls Church” (Scherr, Vol.
VITI, p. 71).

It 15 a goberinz truth that 1f John Calvin's kind of
Tmerpetual ruls" azminst heretics were carried ocut today,
very few @ would long retmin alivel s

Fortunately for his nams, Luther wes not living to
pronounce & jwigment in favor of Servetus! imrnmg.
Knowing his past recerd, however, it is almost gertain
thet he would have asgreed with Calvin in putting Servetus
to death.

However, Luthert!s closest associate and adviscr,
¥elanchthon, ws quick to emss_his aereement vzitix
Calvin, He later wrote Rullinger, another of the Swiss
reformers: "I Judge algo that the Cenevese senabe dld
Denfectly riont, to et an end te thiz obstinste man, vho
cpuld never cease tlaspherming., And I wonder at these vho
disapprove cf this severity” (Schoff, Vol. VIII, p. 707).
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Thus, w see that the Gerwan reformers ggreed wth
the Swiss in upnine to death # man gimply becsuse hs
disesreed mith WSl Sheologgesl foluiog!

¥We heve ssked if Calvin could be gipcere in all of
this., It is a difficult guestion, the cgyplets answer to
vhich gply God nows. The burman mind sametimes play=
tricks on us. m'mnmmmcaemm@
which we don't wish to aciknowledge. As we ahmrll socn see,
it i3 evident that both Luther and Calvin did thia in the
develcpment of thelr deoctrines saxd in some of their actions
as well.

‘zovever, Jxiging from the facts a2t our dis;gmal,‘aad
from centemparary testimony, it appears that Celvin reant
to be sincere. FEithin his owm sphere of thinking, Calvin
w®s scehow eincers In feeling that it was right to
Seryetus for religious disagreement, ewen though he and
the other refarpers claimed the freedom of the individwl
conscisnce in thelr struggle with Rome,

The ansver to the kllliing of Servetus, then, does
not lis Iin rashness later ropented of, noar does it lie
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in & complete lack of sincerety on Calvin'sg rart. But
what i3 the answer? '

The same answer is given, In essence, ty many
Protestant historians. It 1s one that gyery honmest
student of the Blble and history must acknowledge.

‘The zpawer i1s that, even long after their seraration
from Rome and their "conversion” to Protestantism, the
carly refoima‘s end thelr followers were still literally
satrated with the doctrines, the gopcents and the
mraetices of their "mother™ churel at Rome. '"The reformers

m_tbe doc;rine of persecution from thelr mother
church, and preactised 1t as for as they hed the power.
They fought intolerance with intolerance, They differed

favorably from thelr opponents in the degree end extent,

but not In the pripcinle, of intolerance™ (Schaff, History,
VOl. ’VTII ] P' VDO) v

As ve shall see, this fraonk admisslicn by Schaff
reveals why S0 EEny Of the Protestant doctrines am ecticas
seem so totally inconsistent with thelir avewed intention
of basing everything o "the Bible caly."

Ve hove seen that iartin Luather plaved politics,
condoped blseny, counseled o lle, encowrzged the glanshter
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It ms been shown that the English revolt begen with
the Just of Hemry VIII, and that he ani Queen Elizabeth
gnd thelr Protestant thecloglens all had & mrt ia '
Slppehterine imdreds of Catholle, Ansbaptist end, later,
Puritan dizsenters,

Now we heve reviewed the part that Jcha Calvin and
the Swiss reformers played in ths persecution and dreming
of Amebaptists, in the cruel punishrent and xecutdon
af thelr own Cenevese citizens for failiing to conform in
all respects o Calvints deetrine. ‘i‘ina.lly; we have
deseribed the gzeemsat of rearly all the sarly Protestast
leaders in the famous Mlynch 1a3" execution W ouing at
Ihe stgkp vhich Caivin Inflicted upon ifichael Servetus for
Dixely rellzigus rengons,

®e have proved thet these were "cold-blocded® killings
They were pob the resuit of the pmssion of the moment. Ror
were those responsible afflicted by torp@ray Insonlitv,

These crires in the rame of religion were czliculated
beforgnam. am they were st11l defended by theclogical
erguncent long after they hed occurred!

Ve heve seen that the rep) explamtion lles 1n the
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fact that the early reformers "inherited™ mpeh of the
doctpine and gpirit of their "mother' church. They were
as men gpirituslly drunk -- uebls to see clearly the
real mgenine and gutcome of thelr teachings erd actions,

Thile this thesls is not designed or intended to
include ergurents about the Rundreds of ¢iffering
Protestant doctrines and creeds, w 4o wish to consider
the princinleg vhich gilded the reformers In coming to
their conclusions. Indeed, we have alresdy outlined
the besic dectrires upon which the Reforratlon wes based,
But now we wish to examine more thoroughly thelr grisins
and results, and to examine the essential rpture of
Protestantism as & whols. |

Te remember Chlllingworthls claim: "The Rible, the

- vhole Bible, and pothling hut the Bible, is the religion of
Protestants." Ve recasll the Protestant affirmetion of

the seriptures as "the insmred rule of falth and practice”

Fisher tells us: "Protestantism, under whatever
diversities of form it appezred, and notwithstanding the
verieties of cheracter and of opinion vhich are cbserved
among its leaders, 1s distinguished as a system of bellef
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by two principles, Thesge are Justification by falth
alone, and the exclusive sutharity of the Seriptures"

(Ihe Reformstion, p. 459).

Most Protestants have grown up helievinz these
statements are §rue. What most pecple do pot realize is
that Luther, Calvin and the English reformers reiected
entire books of the RBible or else completely negated thelr
real authority. And they foreed thelr interpretations
intc countless scriptures where the natural meaning 4id
not conform to their precmceelived doctrines.

We recall that lertin Luther wes so oppressed vith
& continual feeling of zuilL that he wvented to overthrow
every verse in the Bible vhich taught that gbediepce
is required for salvation ln 2ddition to falth, He
ingisted that we are saved by =21ith glope. FRemember
that he high-handedly Introduced —— controry to Scripire
-= the word "elone™ into Romens 3:28, his only defense
being: "It is the w1l of Ir. Martin I.uther that 1t should

be sot (Alzcg, Umlversel Church History, Vol. IIT, p. 199).

Especielly in regerd to his insistence m faith
alone and his re fection of countless Seriptires teaching
the need for gbedlence, he wes & stybborp, gelf=willed
En. |
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The Bible teaches: "Sin is the transgression of the _

law” (I John 3:4). This 1s clearly spesking of the
splritusl law written by the very finger of God =- the
Tep Comrpndments. The inspired James explains thiss For
vhoscever stall keep the mhole law, and yet coffemd in
one point, he 1z milty of all, For he that sald, Do not
commit sdultery, said also, Do nc; kKi1l,. Now if thou
commit no adwltery, yet if thou kill, thou art beccme

a frengsegressor of the law., So speak T, and gg 4o, &s
they that shall be judged by the law of liberty” (James
2:10-12),

That lay forbids adultery &nd ki1ling? OCbviously,
ere 2 to which James refers. Amd he
concludes by telling us to gpesk and agy according to this
law,

To ;his the words of Jesus Christ agree. For whene
young man came to ask Him the way to eternsl life, He
enswered: "If thou wilt enter into 1life, keep the
comrendments,” and He proceeded to neme some of the Ten
Corrandments (int. 19316-189).

Completely ignoring the dlrect parellel between the
tezching of James and of Jesus Christ, Luather haughtlly
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declared: "Compered with the Epistles of St. Paul, this is
in truth an eplstlie of straws it contains absolutely
pothing to remind cne of the styls of the Gospel” (Alzeg,
Vol. III, p. 208)., Thua, Luther stubbcrnly reiected the

the entire hook of James becanse it doeg not ggree with
his dectrinest

In relecting the first five books of the Bible,
Luther declared: "Ve have no wish elther to see or hear
Moses. let us Jesve Moses 3o ihe Jews, to whom he wmas
glven to serve a2s a Mirror of Saxony; he bhas nothing in
common with Pagans and Christians, am 32 shogld take ro
potice of pan® (Alzeg, Vel. ITI, p. 207).

Since Luther regerded loses 2s having to do wmith

Godts lew - which Luther hated ~- he wished to heve
"nothing to do" with loses! inspired wmitings!

But since Paul was Lutherls favarite writer, =
wender what his reaction was to Paults inspired reminder
to Timothy: "From 2 child thou hest imown the holy
seriptures, which are able to meke fhee mge unto
Salyation through faith which is in Corist Jesus. ALl
seripture is given by Ipgoirption of God" (IT Tim, 3:15-18)
Rememher thet only the 014 Testpment Seripturss vere
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written vhen Timothy was 2 child,

And, since Luther stubbornly wished to "take no
notice” cf Moses, we might remind him of the epcstle John's
desériptm of the victorious saints of God singing "the
song of Ingeg the servant of Cod, amd the song of the
Lamb" (Rev. 15:3). But Luther's own writings promptly
ansver: "I look upon the revelztioms of John te be
neither apostolic nar prophetic” (Michelet, Lifs of
gher, p. 273). He might then add: “Everyone ray form
his om Judgment of this book; as for myself, I feel an
gverglon to it, and $o me this lg sufflicient peason for
redecting At" (Alzog, Vol. III, p. 208),

And 1t is 2 foct that Mortin Luther willfully
relected the antharity of any bock in the Rible to which
he felt an "aversion.”

lNow, perhaps, we begin to understand the real peagine
of the religicus confusion of our tice, Modern Protestants
rave inherited from lertin Luther -- acknovledged as the
reetest Jeader of the Refamation - 2 gpirit of gelf-will
and a tendency to refect the elleinclusive guthority of
Cedve Word!

Seéing the foollshness and futility of the Roman
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Cathollic penitentlal system, Mertin Luther had rebelled
against the ides of any "works." Ee nad grown up as a
Roman Cutholic, was trained amd schocled as a Cathollic
priest, and w8 Lilled with the Catholic concept of law
ard works. |

Being, therefors, In a condlition that amounted to
spiritual druplisenpess, be was upsble to see clearly the
difference between the JDible teaching of ghedionce to
spirituel comendrents, and the Jexish and Bormn Catholle
teaching of subservisnce to physical "works” am to men-
mde ecclesiastical lams and traditiens.

Sebellling 2oalnst obedlience to Codls law, which =
have seen censtitutes glp, he wrote to Mielanchthon: fsin,

gin mightily, but have all the mcre confidence in Christ;
rejoice more veherently in Cirist, who L1g the conqueror of
gin, of desth, ard of the worlad. Memm in this
world, we can £C no othsyr than sin, we must sin, This
life 1=z not the abode of rightecusncss; no, W perely
zwlt here, &8 St. Peter says, 'new heawens and & new
earth, wrersin dwelleth rightecucness,!

Pray earnestly, for thou ert a greet sinner, |

"I am now full of the doctrire of the remission of
slns. I grent nocthing to the law, nor to &ll the devils,
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He who ctn belisve in his beart this doctrine, is saved,”

P N
(Llfe of Juther, T. S04).

Lutherts mind evolved a doctrinal system vhersby he could
overthrow &ll lay and the mls of Cod over o lives!

John Calvin w3 in much the ssme positio. He had
also growm up &s Catholic and @2 steeped in Catholic
doctrines and concepte, BRebelling against the Roman
church a8 & young m&n, he accepted Luther!s arguments on
salvation by faith alone.

Eut Calvin went e step further and developed his
own thecry of ebsolute predestinatie. As we have seen,
this theory states: "For 81l men are not created o an
equal footing, but fme eternal life lg pre-ordaiped,
Zor others etermml damnption” (Bettenson, Doguzents, P.
302,

Te have glready shom thet this does vislence to the
frequent staterent in the iHew Testement: "There 1s po
resect of rergong wAth God® (Rom. 2:11, Acts 10:54;

Eph. 6:9), It also contradicts Paulls inspired description
of "God our Saviowr; ¥ho glll heve all peg $o be saved”
(I Tim, 2:4). Is Cod!s zill to be thwerted by the



reasonings of John Calvin?

Amucmﬁwmtrmmw;mmasm
but the false doctrinpes by which Calvin, Luther and the
English reformers tried to Jusum themee lves for
lmprisoning, publicly wiioning, hepeing, drowdns, or
uminz allve these who Aisagreed with their "pure®
gospel teachings,

At least in crder to clear their om consciences,
the Protestant leaders were foreed to glstort or reject
reny passages of Scriptioe which dild not comform to their
doctrinal ideas,

In defending his view on the "Lordts Supper,” Lather
argeed tat the imbroken Symdition of the Catholic Chureh
cught to be proof in itself. Iuther stated: %To Ceny
such testimony is virtually to condemn not only the holy
Christian church as & damned heretic, but even Cirist
himself, with all his epcstles end propmts...@’g(_sam’f,

i niech, Vel. VII, p. 531).

Sehaff mroceeds to comment: MA Rommn controversizlist
could not ley more stress on fradition than Luther does
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in this passage. But tradition, at least from the sixth
to the sixteenth century, strongly favers the belief in
transubstantiation, and the sacrifice of the mass, hoih

of phich be redscted” (Sehars, Vol. ITI, p. 532),

Thus, we see that Luther s
Bible d1d not provide the answers he wanted, Luther locked
%o Rogen Cathollc tradition!

But vhen this seme traditiocn tayght a doctrine or
custom Luther disagreed with -- such as iransubstentistion
— he turned wWith supposedly rightecus indignation back
to the Bivle again. He wrote: "For that vhich iz asserted
without the authorlty of Scriptwre or of mroven revelation .
ey be held as an opinion, but there is ng chlisstion to
balleve 1t.... Transubstantiztion,,.mst e consldered ss
an Anventlon of human resgoning, since 1t 13 besed npeither
cn Serintire nor ¢n gound reasoning” (Bettenson, Documents,
D. 280), '

In plain lenguege, Lutter wes decelving himselfl

de wnted to think hj’ nd the Bible on his slde, yet
wiencver his unscund viebé of Scripture became apparent,
he would run like a child to the arms of his "mother”

chinpch == and cladm Ropan Catholie tradition as hils
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infallible guide.

Noted Protestant historians are foreed to admit that
Calvin eml Zmingld -- @s well as Luther — digtorted the
Plain meaning of Scripture to make 1t £it thelr owm theoriest
"hat principle Calvin tock up and czrrisd oni and as
Luther found fault with the sacred writars wose utterances
falled %0 £it in with his view of Justificatiom, so dld
Zyinzll, exd Calvin gven rpre copmigtently then Zwingli,
explain awmy all that seemed to l1imit or condition the
truth on which they muilt® (lbore, History of the
Berorpetion, p. 389).

Agpin, commenting upon the tendency of the English
theclcg!.m to follow Litherts mta'premticus of the
Bible, Hoore comments: ®They cammot, therefore, shut
their eyes to the fact that sven Luther!s devbtion to the
Bible wes so tainted umwmu catalned
in itself the seeds cf decay” (ioore, p. 479).

So we find that the Protestant leaders coften used

m
gpe~glded reesondng to "explain ewey” eny pessage 1n the
Bible that did not conform to thelr doctrines.

They would réject stch Catheolic doctrimes as tronsub-
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sfontiation end the selling of indulsences by appealing
to the Bidble. ZBut when they did not egree wlth what God

pal® in the Blble, they would resort to thelr ¢m talinted
burgn ressen or appeal to the tradition of the Ropan

t¥hat is the rpeping of this apperent hypocerisy? s
this "the Rible gnly’? Tes this a restoraticn of the
Irue Chureh.

%e hawe already seen that "the Reformers Arheritsd
the dectrine of persecution frem their pother Churcheses”
(schafe, Vol. VIII, p. 700). Far more tham most people
even dream of, the Protestant leaders -- pul tle many
churches soringing fron that movement -- have iaherited
oSt of their dogtrines, their goneevts of Cod and
religion, ard thelr fradlticns from Rornn Cotholice
Chtreh == thelr origingl "mother® church.

Speeking of Luther, Fisher states: "In the retention
of rites and guztoms he did rot reguire en explicilt
authorization from Seriptire, Inough that they vsre not
ferbldden, snd arc expedisnt and weful, His eversion to
brecking 100se from the essentials of Iatin Christiznity
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in matters of doctrine is equally menifest” (Hlztory of
Soristlen Dectrdne, p. 283).

Luther wished to retain many of the rites ard gustoms
cf "latin® wmme;m mny of their
doctrines s well, In eariler partions of thiis thesls,
we have seen how "some of the omwmm
chureh festivals" (mrlhut, The

m..p. 79), ¥e heve noticed how the pgmn festivals
of Christrns and Ney Yeor!s originated in mem -~ At
Bomg —- mot with the ariginal Church in and arpund

Palestine (Fisher, Hi

Fe remember Yharey!s statement that by the close of
the second century "Christianity began already to wear
the garb of heathaniem” (Church Histery, p. 39). And we
should consider again Plummer’'s comment: "And as soon as
the revival of letters caused the contents of the Hew
Testament axd the teaching of the Fathers to be mom,
it wa= seen thet vwhat passed for Christlamity at the cloese
of the fifteenth century was gecarcely recoznlzesble as
such, ¥en plzced side by side with et we know of
Christisnity at the ciose of the Apcstolic Age" (The
continentel Reforration, p. 11).
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The unanimous verdict of Protestant hlstorians 1s
that the Roman Catholic Chwrch wae f£illed with pagendem
and fpimdiy. lsay of her rifuals end ghurceh festivalg
vere borrowed directly from the henthen religlens anmd the
encient cult of sun worship.

My is :w; then, that the Protestants retained so
mny of the Romen Cethollc Spetrines et rituels end
relisious fostivelg? Thy did they keep professing thelr
unity wlth the pacanized Roman system?

Part of the answer les in the fact thet they somehow
felt thet Rome was the omly historical descendant of the
true New Testarment Chwrch of God. smce, withat conslder-
ing 1%, they were lecikdng anly for & blg, crzenized
denomination, they felt thet Rore Ipd fo be the only
rement of the true Chazeh —- in spdte of her altost

- The Protestant historlan DfAublgne voices this common
conceptlion: "A mystery of inicuity oppressed the englsved
Chureh of Carist" (Hlstery of fe Reforpatien, p. 20).

The reforvers, heving grown wp from little children aosg
Roran Catholics, belleved that this genersl relisious
Svsien reelly constituted the true Chwrch of Cod., Iut
somehow Cod had permitted it to become Yenslaved™ in a
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sl of Iplouity.

Their job, then, the reformers felt, wBs to rify
this foul gystem. Yet they scught to [rove tiat they
had not parted from the "easentlals® of the Catholie
gystem.

Luther sald: "No ome can deny that we hold, belleve,
Bing, and confess all things in correspondencs with the
old Chireh, that me mmk aollilng pam thamin nor sad
anviiing fhergto, sal In this way e Delong $0 the oid
Shoreh o ore gne with 487 (Lirdsay, A Jistory of the
Reforration, Vol. I, p. 488). |

By thelr gwn statements, then, ii 12 proyed Gmt the
Protestants rogaaied themselves only 23 & gontimetion
of he historic Cgihollc Church, but under a different emd
“mriried” form. Luthsr himcelf vebemently affirms their
esgentlal ongpess with tip Cathollc Churehl

Speaking of Calvin, Flshar tells us: "Hs di¢ oot ceny
thatl the Christian socleties ackmowledging the Pope are
Yehurches of Chrlstt..., B2 Indigmantiyvdenies that he
hes vithdrawmn from the Church® (Higtory of Chwvistian
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Schaff tells us that At 43 in spealking of the visible
or plstoric Cotholic Chureh thet Calvin writes: "As amw
present ¢esign 1s to treat of the yisible Church, ve rmy
learn even from her the title of pother, how useful and
even necessary it 1S far us to mow her” (Scharf, Vol.
VIII, p. 450).

The insisterce of the Frotestent leaders -- on thelr
Magde ynitv with the Catholle Chuxch, zxd thelr ldentificae-
tion of her as their "mether® church is moot sisnificantt

In the ezrly editioms of Mertin Luther!s translation
of the New Tostament, there sre meny illustrations pleturing
the 'Thore of Imbylm” es the Rorpn Catholle Chreh. In
describlng this yidely understeod Interpratation, Bainton
tells us: "Fallen Ibylon is plainly Romg® M,
D. 238). '

Ceuntliess Protestent bocks, pesphlets, and tracts
meke that sare identificoticn today. They btrand the
Romarn Catholic Church 2o the "great Thore! of Revelatlien 17

But, 1t mmust be admitted, zmost of the nore coservativ
Pretestant denominetionzl writerg hove stopped making this
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ldentificetion. After those first editioms of the Bible,
and pemmhlets and tracts, they swddanly came to the
erbervrassing realization that they yere lellinz on

themselveg!

For in one of the most easily undersiood pessages In - hé&
this inspired mrophetic bock, Cod descrives 2 grest falze i
religious system which wes to arise and labels it o

"Eabhylon the Great? (Rev., 17:1-8).

In a typical sense; the Bible clearly ldentifies a
"woman” wWith a chireh, In II Corinthians 11:12, Paul
deseribes the church of Corinth a= a "chaste yirgin.® _
He describes the true Church as being in the peosition of [‘/\’
a mife (Eph. 5:23). |

Anpther reference to this identification 1s the well
 knowmn prophecy concerndng the frug Church of God found in

Revelation 12. Remember thet Jesus spoke of His Church 2s
the "1ittle flock.," He taught tint it was to be geottersd
ard persecyted (ibt. 10:16-2%3 Jcin 15:18-20).

The Chwrch of Revelstion 12 is plcetured as being
Smll and meepk of itself, It is pletwred as having to
Zlee Anto the yildermess Gring the Mddle Ages (Rev,
12:5-6). Certainly this pictrs is exzetly the goooslite
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of the cominsnt, worldly histarical Catholic Chixrehl

‘This is the Church the reformers ghowld have united
with, but did not. They cold not becsuse they relegt
the authority of &od's ;ggg! For the true Church is here
pictired as a amall "remmant® of bellevers "which jeep the
comrprkirentgs giggg_; end have the testimony of Jesus
Christ? (Verse 17).

In Revalation 19:7-9, the true Church is again
plctured as & yomay - the bride of Cmrist, She is
erreyed In clesn, white linen, which typifiles "the

rishtecusnesg of saints" (Verze 8).

Returning to Revelatlon 17, we see thet the women |
pictizred here is a f31len women - & "yresy whore,® She
gits upon "many waters." In verse 15, the mrophecy 1tself
identifies these waters eg "peogoles ,A and multitudes, am
matione, end tonsues.”

This f2llen church; then, 1= & great church == ruling
over reny rmtlions end pegoles. She s accused of heving
"ocommitted fornication” with the kings of the earth.
Epiritwlly, thet could only mesn thet she 1s gflty of

pixing in the pollitice end yarg of this world,
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Py
Christ =214 that Kis kKingionx is pot of fhis wmxid
(John 18:26). James spesks of those who participate in
the material Justs and 3mrE of this world as eptrituel
Madulterers” (Jemes 4:1-4).

The prophecy now tecones plain) This spostats
church {5 cindemned becausme she Mas played politics amt
rerticlpated In the mrfore of this wrid.,

mmummwmm,ummmm
end gegriet colars. The purple symbolizes rowal power
and dignity. The scarlet signirfies her gplrifunl whoredom!

She 1s a yealthy church "decked with gpld and precious
gtones and pearls? (Verse 4). Am, John writes: "I saw
the voma drinfcen with the Dlood of ine saixts, ard with
the blocd of the poriyrs of Jesust and when I saw her, I
wndered wlth grest pdmiretion™ (Verse 6).

Tois chireh exuelly pergecuted and extvred rmny of
Godls saints. Zut her zealth, her power, amd her rowl
[edepty Inspire a sense of awe even in Jainl later, God
reveals: "The worman wniich thou sewest is thet grest citw,
vhich reigneth over the Xings of the eerth? (Verse 18).
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A1l of these descriptions apply perfectly to the
Bezen Catholie Chiren! This is the church t¥mt has
Dergecuted God's scattered Deonle down tlrgugh the ages.
Ihls iz the church whose mpealth and paterisl power are
equaled by nonz other, Thig is the cgrch thich les had
its oumn m, and has aotively participated In the mrg
and nallsics of this worid!l

Onlr the capital of Cathelic "Christendow” 2t Rome

cowdd truly be celled e "great eity” which hes pyled over

the kiags of tnis vorld. TIhere is pp migtaiing this
Jdentification!

Alexander Rislop, in his reserkable beok, Ihe ITm
;gmg_ga_s_, staetes: "Thare never fms been any ¢ifficulty in
the mind of any enllightened Protestent in ldentlfying the
woman 'sitting o seven meuntalns,!? 'and having on her
forehead the mme witten, 'ystery, Babylan the Great,!

with the Romen epostacy (Hislop, p. 1).

footellis us: "It hes been knowm all aleng that
supery was btapilsed regarism; but God is now making it
manifest, that the Permanior which Rome hag baptised le,

in all its essentisl slerents, the very Pocanism wnich
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mrevelict in the ancleat literal Zabylon, when Jehovah
cpened before Cyrus the two-leaved gates of trass, and
cut in sunder the bars of iron” (Hislcp, p. 2).

In this mest enlightening wrk, Hislop procedes to
Irove that indeed the Roren Cathelle Church adopted tre
nilosopidas, the Lrmdlblons, and the ghurchy festiwls
of the sneiest ezons. Romn Catholicism is nothing
zore than Dapiized mpepnloml

Hislop states thet "Rome is in very aeed the E=bylon
of the Apocalypse, thst the easential charester of her
gystem, the grard object o.fvrar«. wrship, her festivels,
her ¢octrine and disclplive, her riteg end ceremonies, her
Ziesticed, and thelr arders, lave gl been derdved frem
sngient Zpvion? (Ihe Two Babvlons, ». T).

o wonder God czlls this system "iystery, Zebylon the
Greathl The Romen Cathollc system contains the very same
doctripes, rituels ané Dasen religious holldevs as the
ancient; heethen ¢l of Bebrlion - S8 often used to
typlty gin.

BDut thus for we hove left out Lo Jrortent pointe.
T2S Lirst Is thot in desceribing this grest felse chureh,

John ctates: "The Inhsbitents of the ezri: have been mede



227
grunk with the wine of her fornlcation" (Rev, 17:2).
Higlop revezls that in the ariginel Eebylonian religlion,
the worshippers were llterally made drupk o that they
zould favorebly recelve the pagan "mysteries™ (Hislop,
P« B

This indicates tmt, as this entire chapler 1ig
aldng spliri telly, the worshippers of Rome ere mrde
mg_gzg,;z grumic so that they cannot see splrituml truths
¢leerly. Cod seys: "For gll petiong have drunk of the
wine of the wrath of her famicatica" (Rev, 18:3).

Those poisonous teachings ond fMlse concepts hove
erept into gvery civilized retlon on eerth. The pecples
cf the eorth have become spiriturlly drunk on these
false doctrdines! Then they approach the Rible and
spiritiel truths they become pixed=uv, copfiused and
giviced.

"Bebylon® Jﬁter ally means gonfusion. It i great
C“:;gﬂi‘;‘é;}:gg! f ol waﬁV/wn "/‘/‘le (.C'/tcwz‘ ,/

And dctgntt this typlily whet we have seen of the
rotestant reformers -~ 2rgiing, bickering, divided even
emonyg themselves? And doesn’t thiz Cesceridbe the mixed-up,
self-contredictory comge tzken by Luther, Calvin ard the



cther reformers?

The reformers were actually rebelling against mly &
mmxmm&mne teachings. And they were
as men gplriivally drupk — not knowing where they wanted
to go, or hox they get there - still gulded amd misled
by a background of pgzandzed Romen doctrlmes and concepts.
And, 85 w Imve seen, shen they ¢ame gut of e Romen
Catholic Chiurch they brought post of her teachings amd
traditions right alomg with them.

Hov we should e sble to undersiand clesrly the {1l
nare and desceription of this whole apostate gystenmd

It is given in Revelation 17:5: "Amd upon her forehead
w®s & name witten, iystery, Bebylon the Great, the lither
of Horiots emd Abominetions of the Eartn.” |

The corrTupt Foman "mother® chirch has given birth to
harlet doushtergl If the clear, consistent mrinciples
of Scriptural ldentification are to be heonestly applied,
the Protestant chirrches are "harlot daughters” of a
raganized, apcstate Romel

They came oyt of ber in protest. Bat, a8 W have
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cleérly seen, they reiained mpst of her pegen doctrines
and concspts. They are still following Romels exemple
of mixing in tle politics and pErs of this wrld. And
we have seen sbundent Profestant testimony that they
recognize she iz their "mother® chwrch!

One Protestant histordsn comments on Luther: "Ho
started out to insugurete a Church composed Of those who
had faith end spiritml vision, and who revealed an
ability end pover to mroclaim the Word of God, mut, in
reallty, he left in full operaticn a large relic of the
goelent greeds, an extensive 'rump! of guperstition,
fagition amd pegic, and @ heevy lnheritance of externel
autharity” (Jones, The Church's Debt to Herpties, p. 228).

A3 Pr. Jones cleerly implies, the Protsstants ptill

‘retein pany oosen doctrines exd graditions which tley

inherited from Rome., Ve have cbserved that some of these
felse trecdlitions Involve the pagan holldawvsg which the
ecrly Catholics adopted and geve Christlen scunding nomes,
Te ought to lodk Anto these tholnes!

The Protestant churches stand glearly Adenkifled
by God Almlghty as the "horlot daushters® of apostete Romed

Speakdng of this entire Iebylonish system, Gad
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commends: "Come out of her, my pecple, thet ye be not
vartakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues” (Rev. 18:4).

The question is whether or not we will cbey our
lekert

- In evaluating the regl meaping of the Protestant
Reformeticon, we must bear in mind Gol's purpose == not
merely the purpeses and standards of mortal men.

¥We are forced to conclude that the Rafarmatlon
certainly did pot lesd men to "the Bible only" as
Chillingworth would have us believe. And, even in essence,
the Reformation did got return men to "the faith once
delivered" (Jude 3).

Even on some of the sgide issues of public mrality;
the reformers were very grievously dissrpointed at the
rirst fruits of thelr labours. "Such catastrophes as the
Peasants? Wer and the monstrous behaviour of the wilder
Ambaptistsj, to say nothing of the bitter controversies |
ameng the Protestants themselves, yere disquiet;ng enough,
without adding to the account any deterioration, real or
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supposed, in the morality of private individusls® (Plummer,
pP. 184).

In spiritia]l drumkenness, groping their way out of
apostate Rome, the refurmers were not guided by the same
Soirit of God that empowered the ariginal apostles to
Mmme ¥e must reamzber that they were only C{g
transferrines suthority to themselves yithin the same pagan
gystem, Naturally, the spiritual "fruits® do not compere
with apostolic Christianity.

"To a large extent the true my of stating the case
1s not that the teaching of the Reforrmers had made ren
worse, but, that it had feiled to meke them better. And
it i1s here that the parallel between the Refaremtion and
the first preaching of the Cospel bresks down" (Plumsmer,
P. 189).

However, although they gormletely falled to restare
the true religion of Jesus Christ, we my carrectly say
that Luther andéd the other reformsrs were used to accomplish
at least two very worthunlle purposes. First, they freed
men from the hipding authordty of the Catholic Church, and
the superstitious fecr uader which they were continually
held (Plummer, p. 136). And, secondly, misdirected as it
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ment to regd fhe Zible Lor themeelves.

Even in the accosplishment of these two purposes,
they wers often aided by cutside forces. The most potent
of these was the Bepaiasence, which was alresdy beginning
to atir pen to think for themselves even before the
Reformaticon proper began, end the growth of pationsllsm,
which wes a powerful aid in treaking dowm any universal
church authority.

¥e must acknowledze that in freeing men's minds from
gome error, the reformers added puch srrog of thelr om
devising. They did pot turn men to the $Iuil. Rather,

they turned them to independent, sglf-wllled humen resson.

This has multiplied the already existing relisious
sonfusion. As we stated at the beginning of this thesis,
the Protestant Reformation has spewned a verltable "uaby-
lon® of religious denominations, sects and religlous
movements. |

This 1s pgt the "unity of the Spirit." This is pot
the cne true Church Jesus Crrist said He would build
(\&t. 16:18).

Perhaps the only reeson that Almighty God has allowed

%

sooetimes wes, they 414 give all men more real encourage- ?'Qm‘v
A
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such confuslon to exist in this age iz o that the Lrue
Church of Revelation 12, Jesus! "little flock,® may be
permitted to carry the real pgggace of Christ to the world
Just before He comes again.

For Jesus, the Son of God, said: "And this gpspel of
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a

¥itness unto 211 naticns; and fhepn shell the exd come®
(int. 24:14).

Meanwhile, God tells us that we ghoyld strdve to
recapture "the falth once delivered." We ghould live
"by every ward of God,"

And in His ¥Word, God describes this apostate, divided
Catholic~-Protestant religious system as "Babylon the
Great.” He commands us: "Come cut of her® (Rev. 18:4).
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